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OPENING OF MEETING:

The Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, opened the meeting with prayer and acknowledged the traditional custodians, and then proceeded with the business set out in the Agenda.
Chair:
I declare the meeting open and welcome you all back to a new session of Council. I remind all Councillors of your obligations to declare material personal interests and conflict of interest where relevant, and the requirement of such to remove yourself from the Council Chamber for debate and voting where applicable.

Councillors, are there any apologies?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Not an apology, but I’ve just spotted the State Member for Maiwar in the public gallery and thought you might not have seen him. He slipped in while you were speaking.

Chair:
Thank you. No, I didn’t recognise him, but that’s all right. I’d like to recognise the State Member for Maiwar in the gallery with us today as a special recognition. 

There are no apologies—just double-checking again, no apologies; the Minutes, please.

MINUTES:

1/2019-20
The Minutes of the 4593 (ordinary) meeting held on 11 June 2019, the 4594 (budget) meeting held on 12 June 2019, the 4595 (special) meeting held on 20 June 2019 and the 4596 (special) meeting held on 20 June 2019, copies of which had been forwarded to each Councillor, were presented, taken as read and confirmed on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just in accordance with section 11(3) of the Meetings Local Law, I’m mindful that there are quite a few members of the public gallery who are keen to hear the debate on the notified motion regarding the climate emergency declaration.

2/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS(
That we bring that forward in the agenda to take place immediately after the public presentations. So, just moving that item 8(B) in the agenda be brought through to occur immediately after item 3.
The Chair submitted the motion to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Mrs Heidi Edmonds – Proposing a Brisbane climate emergency declaration
Chair:
All right. I would like now to call on Mrs Heidi Edmonds who will address the Chamber on the Brisbane Climate Emergency Declaration proposal. Mrs Edmonds, please.


Mrs Edmonds, you have five minutes to address the Chamber. You can stand or sit as you prefer and your five minutes begins when you begin speaking.

Mrs Heidi Edmonds:
Thank you very much, Chair. Thank you very much to the Chair, the LORD MAYOR and the Councillors for allowing me to address you today, and also the members in the public gallery who are up there now and were also out there recently in King George Square expressing our concern that a climate emergency be declared here in Brisbane.


It’s very important that we talk about climate and I’m really thankful to all of your Councillors for giving me the chance to talk about this today, because talking about it is one of the most powerful things we can do to help society transition to the renewables and the sharing economy that we need.


First of all I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners. I meet and work on the land of the Jagera and Turrbal people. I pay respect to their elders past, present and emerging, and acknowledge the pivotal role that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to play in the Australian community, in the community and also on the front lines of climate justice.


Today I want to talk to you about the idea of Brisbane declaring a climate emergency. But no matter what you decide to do today, I just want to say thank you, because Brisbane City Council, you are doing a lot to address climate. Brisbane City Council are taking many commendable actions on sustainability and climate action. They are one of the first large councils in the world to be carbon neutral. You were registered as a carbon neutral organisation in February 2017. I also commend your commitment to helping households reduce emissions by over 40% by 2031 as outlined in your Brisbane Vision 2031.


But, when I read the most recent report from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change—and I don’t need to read the report, I just need to read the summary and I just need to talk to someone who’s read the summary, and what it says is: that collectively we need to reduce greenhouse emissions by 45% by 2030—that’s only just over 10 years away—and to net zero by 2050, to have a reasonable chance of limiting global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, the goal the global community has agreed is a safe level. If we go over this level, we put our children’s future at risk of catastrophic climate change. We are already seeing changes here in Brisbane.


I ask you not just to listen to the science, but listen to your body. It feels like spring or autumn out there, maybe early days of summer, and it’s winter. It’s winter. I grew up in Gladstone in central Queensland and I didn’t need air con in my room. I was pretty comfortable. But last summer the air con in my house, it went out for a week and I can tell you, I was concerned for my health and for my children’s health.


A report has just come out from a Brisbane researcher, Sarah Chapman, and she has said that Brisbane, our beautiful Brisbane with its wonderful biodiversity, its amazing people, could be unliveable by 2050 because the days in summer could be too hot to play outside, and the nights could be so hot that people who are vulnerable could be at risk of heat effects. People are already being harmed from climate trouble or climate damage. We’re seeing floods in Mozambique and in north Queensland all those poor cattle that died—that flood is just—if it was a one-off thing, but we’re seeing these floods flooding in, so the climate is changing. But for me it’s those impacts on Brisbane, those personal impacts that stand out, as well as the heat.


We know that our sea level has already risen by 20 centimetres. By 2100 it could be a metre. My house in Sandgate is 1.9 metres above sea level—1.9 metres, and I don’t just worry about my house. I think about all of the infrastructure we’ve been building. When I turn on the shower, I wonder, will my children have warm showers? What will happen to our piping infrastructure if the water is up to here? It’s meant to be one metre by 2100, but some reports say two metres here in South East Queensland.


But the biggest concern to me is what will my children eat. The wonderful diverse food we eat here, our tropical fruits, our pineapples, our strawberries; what will my children eat? These are the issues I want our city Council to be thinking about. You are doing amazing things for climate, but we could all do more. So I do call on you to listen to your heart and consider declaring climate emergency for Brisbane and to lead the world. Thank you.
Chair:
Thank you, Mrs Edmonds. 

Can I invite Councillor HAMMOND to respond?


Councillor HAMMOND.

Response by Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Chair, and thank you, Mrs Edmonds, for coming in and speaking to us today in the Council Chamber. I, too, share your concerns. I’ve got five children, between my husband and I, so our planet is very much important to us all. The matters you have raised are extremely important and have been a long time focus of this Administration. 


I’d like to thank you for acknowledging what Council do, but I think it’s worth talking a little bit more about what Brisbane City Council has established and why we’ve established ourselves as leaders across this country in this field. In early 2017, as you kind of mentioned, Council officially achieved carbon neutrality. We are the largest certified carbon neutral organisation in Australia. This also includes our contractors’ emissions as well. 


Over 25,000 street lights now have energy efficient lamps. This is an ongoing program that will be rolled out across our city. Major LED lighting upgrades have been delivered for major assets, including the Story Bridge, King George Square car park, the beautiful Roma Street parklands and South Bank. There has been a 30% reduction in nitrogen dioxide levels, making Brisbane one of Australia’s top three clean air cities. The 1 megawatt of solar panels we’ve installed equates to powering 95 homes a year, or taking 130 vehicles off our roads.


We implemented comprehensive waste reduction measures and educational programs. What I’m really proud of is that we are running school programs to help educate our children, because our children are the leaders of tomorrow and we feel it’s important to educate our kids about the climate now at a very young age.


We continue to spend unprecedented amounts of money on bikeways to encourage active travel. We have delivered new technologies for our clean bus fleet and in the last 20 years the average Council bus has reduced its particle pollution by 85%. Our goal of 40% natural habitat by 2031 is on track, due to our programs of planting through our bushland acquisition or our environmental offsets. We have 9,000 hectares of bushland in Brisbane. Nearly half of that has been purchased through our bushland preservation program. We’ve implemented a ban on single use plastics in Council operations and at Council sponsored events, encouraging not only residents but businesses also to re-think plastic.


This is not a complete list of what we do here in Brisbane City Council, but it’s just highlights of what we do and will continue to do and seek new ways to reduce our carbon footprint. Brisbane City Council is a sustainable leader and I am so proud to stand here. For the last two years, Brisbane has twice won the Most Sustainable City in this great country. We believe in climate change, but we also believe in taking practical action. This is not a matter that we have come to in recent years, but something that we have been working on for many, many.


In 2001, Council adopted a sustainable energy and greenhouse action plan which was followed by this Administration’s adoption of the climate change and energy taskforce in 2006, and I’m happy to give you this if you haven’t got this copy. For almost 20 years, Council has been working on practical ways to reduce waste and implement activities that deal with our changing climate. This put us on the front foot and guided the development as you mentioned of the Brisbane Clean, Green, Sustainable 2017-2031, and thank you for taking the time and interest to read this document as we move forward.


This Administration has a very proud history of not just talking about climate change and sustainability, but instead—

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor HAMMOND:
—delivering practical outcomes—

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence, please.

Councillor HAMMOND:
—that make a real difference. Unfortunately, Council SRI’s motion calling for Council to declare an emergency is framed in a way that it’s extremist and alarmist rhetoric, and my colleagues and I will not be supporting this motion today in this Chamber—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please allow Councillor HAMMOND to speak in silence.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I would like to thank you again and also the members of the gallery for coming in and supporting you and supporting our climate, because this issue is an extremely important issue for all of us, not only in Brisbane but across the world moving forward. Thank you so much for coming in.

Chair:
Thank you, Mrs Edmonds.
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.
3/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That Brisbane City Council declares a climate emergency in accordance with the text of the notified motion of 8(B) recognising that Councillor HAMMOND has just made a direct acknowledgement of how serious climate change is and the impacts it will have on our quality of life.
Chair:
Thank you. Councillor SRI, you have three minutes.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order; DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Can I ask a question, Mr Chair? Is it suitable that we have a motion that reflects a motion that we have this afternoon on 8(B) on the agenda?

Chair:
I recognise the logical question that you’ve made. However, I do think that an urgency motion is an urgency motion and will accept it at this time. 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. This is urgent because the clock’s been ticking for quite a while now and the water is already lapping at the doors of people in vulnerable communities around our region and around even our nation. I brought this urgency motion because I don’t think we can wait until 6 or 7pm tonight to have that discussion. I’m quite serious about this, because the ramifications of not declaring a climate emergency are quite significant.


Brisbane City Council is seen as a bit of an opinion leader in this space. It is the largest city council in this country and it’s important that we take a clear stand. For the Mayor and for other Councillors to stand up and describe the declaration of a climate emergency as alarmist is quite frankly disrespectful to the many councils and administrations around Australia and also to the state and federal parliaments in different parts of the world who have already declared a climate emergency. 


Sydney City Council has declared an emergency; Melbourne City Council has declared an emergency; even Noosa has. Dozens of councils around Australia have already done so and I think it is highly disrespectful and concerning that this Administration describes such moves as alarmist. This Council has gone to great pains to talk about how excellent its climate credentials are, but talk is cheap. To be honest, the actions that we’ve heard about so far pale in comparison to what’s necessary to address this urgency issue—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. Specifically for the urgency of this motion, I just want to emphasise again that there’s a lot of people waiting right now to hear the outcome of this debate. There are a lot of people in the public gallery who don’t want to have to stick around until 6 or 7 or 8pm tonight to hear that debate. There are journalists in the Chamber who are also interested in the outcome of this debate. I think it is entirely appropriate that we bring forward this motion and have the discussion now rather than delaying it. 


It’s quite clear that this is an issue of significant public concern. It’s on the agenda. Even Councillor HAMMOND has already acknowledged how serious this issue is and has recognised that Council wants to do more on the issue, so let’s bring forward the debate. Let’s talk about declaring a climate emergency now so that we don’t have to drag this out all evening.
The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.
NOES: 19 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
Chair:
Sorry, gallery, can I ask you to return to your chairs, please? Please, just for—I know there’s not the greatest view, but please remain seated through this. Thank you.
Mr John Clark – Lions Club of Robina’s Big Red Kidney Dialysis bus project
Chair:
All right, Councillors, I’d like to take the opportunity to call on Mr John Clark who will address the Chamber on the Lions Club Big Red Kidney Dialysis Bus project. Mr Clark—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
All right, Councillors, please allow Mr Clark to be heard in silence. 

Mr Clark, you have the option to stand or sit, and you have five minutes to present, which will begin when you begin.

Mr John Clark:
Thank you. Mr Chair, LORD MAYOR and Councillors, good afternoon. As you heard, my name is John Clark and I am the President of the Robina Lions Club on the Gold Coast. Some of you have attended Lions Club changeover dinners recently and have close association with Lions Clubs that serve communities in your wards. Please remember that we are not the Brisbane Lions Football Club, but we are volunteers and members of the world’s largest community service organisation known as Lions Clubs International.  


Our motto is: we serve. We have approximately 1.5 million members serving in over 206 countries worldwide. In our Lions Charter, 100% of all funds raised from the public must go back to the community and all administration costs are covered by Lions members who pay their costs through their annual fees. 


My club has undertaken a major project to raise $250,000 to supply the people of South East Queensland with a mobile kidney dialysis unit known as the Big Red Kidney Bus. Kidney disease affects people of all ages and this lifestyle dialysis treatment is required three times a week, with each treatment taking up to five hours at a time. So you can imagine the mental stress that patients go through.


Having this bus will put some normality back into their lives. Patients are unable to visit family or friends, attend family or work functions, or have a holiday like other people, as most destinations’ hospitals are fully of their own patients needing this life-saving treatment in their own area. 


This bus is fitted with three dialysis suites that can service 36 patients per week and will be parked in caravan parks here in Brisbane, the Gold Coast or the Sunshine Coast, for up to six weeks at a time. Once we have raised the funds, Kidney Health Australia will take full control of the bus and they will take all the bookings from patients who wish to use this service, which is completely free. For bookings, Kidney Health Australia will have destination schedules on the bus online 18 months in advance. 


Kidney disease affects one in four people and does not discriminate with age, as many people are diagnosed at a very young age. One of our staunchest supports in the Big Red Kidney Bus program is Simone, a young 30-year-old Brisbane lady who was diagnosed with kidney disease at the age of 13 and started her dialysis at the age of 16. Simone has had a kidney transplant which lasted about four years, but it failed, and then she had to go back onto dialysis once again. Simone works full-time for Woolworths, and they know her medical condition, and she can still have her treatment as required. Patients suffering from kidney disease also suffer from migraine headaches and quite often Simone has to work from home.   

 
As all Councillors know, diabetes and kidney disease are on a rise, especially with our indigenous communities. Therefore it is vital that we have this Big Red Kidney Bus for Queensland. At this point of time, we have raised over $84,000 of our goal, this being made up of approximately $40,000 from my own club, $39,000 from other Lions Clubs in our districts, and $5,000 from the corporate sector. We only need another $166,000 to make this dream a reality. 


I am here today asking all Councillors to assist in getting the word out to the corporate sector and the public in general in the wards they represent to assist us with this life-saving project. You will not only be helping us to achieve our goal, but the local economy will also benefit when patients visit our towns and cities when they can stay for a real holiday, and will be able to put some normality back into their lives, their family and friends.


Perhaps it may be possible for Councillors to provide financial or in-kind support to Brisbane Lions Clubs to conduct fundraising events to assist with the purchase of this much-needed mobility dialysis unit. Perhaps our project could receive coverage in the Brisbane-wide LORD MAYOR’s newsletter, or each local Councillor’s monthly email newsletter. Backers of the project reside in your local wards and would be keen to work with any Councillor to further our cause, because we care, we serve. 


Mr Chairman, LORD MAYOR SCHRINNER, Councillors, my club would value any support that you give this project. I thank you for your time today and I sincerely appreciate you giving me the chance to tell you about the Big Red Kidney Dialysis Bus story. Thank you.

Chair:
Thank you, Mr Clark. I will now call on Councillor MATIC to respond, please. 

Councillor MATIC.

Response by Councillor Peter MATIC, Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Good afternoon, Mr Clark. My name is Peter MATIC. I’m the Councillor for Paddington Ward and Chairman of our Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee. Our division has the large part and the pleasure of being able to engage with important community organisations such as yourself. 


Can I begin firstly by thanking you for your attendance today and I importantly also want to acknowledge the tremendous work of yourself and all of your members, but importantly also of all Lions members across our city and their enormous and absolutely invaluable contribution to community. As local Councillors, we all work very closely with our Lions Clubs. Mine is Bardon. We certainly value and appreciate the significant amount of time that you put in as volunteers to make a difference every single day. 


It’s really interesting hearing you speak on this very important issue, Sir, because literally as you were speaking, a couple of the Councillors on this side of the Chamber were telling me of their own experiences. Councillor MACKAY, for example, has told me that it’s okay to inform the Chamber that he himself had surgery at an earlier age where he actually only has one kidney. So he understands the importance of that. Other Councillors told me of their experiences with their own family members and the importance of dialysis. 


I certainly really applaud the work that you’re undertaking in this process. As a Council we would most certainly like to get the word out to all our ward offices in regards to the work you’re doing. After your attendance here, I’ll give you my card and then we can talk again, where you, if you prefer, you could send all of the detail that you’d like to me so that we can then distribute it to all the different wards so they can engage directly with you in being able to support this cause. 


Importantly also, when we get an opportunity to speak, I’d be interested in what you feel that Brisbane City Council can contribute and how we can support this very important cause today. Thank you, Sir, for your attendance and for your endless and very important work in making a difference in everyone’s lives.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor MATIC. 

Mr Clark, Billy will look after you. But also Mr Clark brought in some information in envelopes that he has provided to the clerks and that will be on your desk when you return from afternoon tea. Thank you, Mr Clark.

Mr John Clark:
Thank you very much.

QUESTION TIME:

Chair:
All right. Now begins Question Time. 

Are there any questions of the LORD MAYOR or a Chair of any of the Standing Committees? 

Councillor MARX.
Question 1
Councillor MARX:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. My question is to the LORD MAYOR. The State Government has updated and released their State Infrastructure Plan for 2019, a document containing projects of importance around the State. Can you please provide an update to the Chamber on how the Brisbane Metro is positioned in this document?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor MARX, for the question—greatly appreciated and very pertinent, too. As you pointed out, the State Government did recently release an update to their infrastructure plan and in particular, part B of that plan, which includes a detailed list of projects and priorities for the State Government going forward. 


Like everyone in this room, it is a document that we look at with great interest and anticipation, because infrastructure is absolutely critical as our State grows, as our region grows and as our city grows. Building infrastructure is always the key priority of our Administration, building that infrastructure as our city grows and protecting the great lifestyle that we have. Those two things go hand in hand.


So, it was with great anticipation that I had a look into the latest update of the plan to see what new projects were in there, or what initiatives were prioritised by the State Government. Like every plan that comes out at any level of government, there’s some great things in there and there’s also some disappointments of projects that you’d like to see in there, and then there’s also some very interesting information that comes out of these new plans.


I guess one of the initial disappointments out of the plan was that there’s no eastern busway, no northern busway yet again, despite the fact that that has been in State Government plans since the 1990s, and despite the fact that our city continues to grow and needs these trunk infrastructure lines built to a proper standard, and needs them so that we can, as a Council, continue to roll out additional public transport services like Brisbane Metro to different parts of the city. So I was disappointed in that.


I was disappointed that there was no solid commitment to replacing open level crossings around the city. We know there are many, many congestion hot spots created by open level crossings. But what I was pleasantly surprised by was some wording that I found on page 36, which is talking about making the most of existing infrastructure. This section says, ‘The Government’s commitment to finding innovative ways to use and reuse existing infrastructure means building new infrastructure is not always necessary. An upgrade, an extension, a refurbishment and even maintenance can deliver productivity liveability and connectivity benefits. Investing in smarter infrastructure also helps derive greater value from existing facilities.’    


Now, that is exactly what we’re doing with Brisbane Metro. We’re making better use of the busway infrastructure that has served our city well, but we’re supercharging it and taking it to the next level, providing high frequency turn up and go transport to areas of the city and freeing up more buses right across the city. I was even more excited to see on page 59 the infrastructure priority list—Queensland and national projects initiatives. High priority projects, the number one and only project listed, Brisbane Metro. The number one and only project listed as a high priority is Brisbane Metro.


So I am absolutely excited to see this in the State Government’s plan. They have rightly identified this as a top priority for the State and the nation, and this has come out in writing in recent days. So this gives me great confidence that, going forward, the State Government will finally get out of the way and issue the approvals needed so we can get on with this fully funded project. Do you know what? With any major project, there are always issues to be worked through, particularly when it comes to dealing with different departments, and we are prepared to do that, and we’ve been doing that in more than 276 meetings to date. We will continue doing whatever we need to do to help satisfy the State Government.


But what we won’t tolerate is political interference and blockages for the sake of party politics, which is exactly what has been happening until now. But Minister Dick has done a great service by putting Brisbane Metro in his plan as the number one high priority project, and I look forward to working with Minister Dick and his colleagues in the State Government, and the Premier, to make sure that we get on and deliver this project. It will be a great project for the city.


I mentioned that there’s always issues to be resolved between different levels of government. That is a normal part of major projects. We’ve done it with Legacy Way; we’ve done it with the Clem7; we’ve done it with the Go Between Bridge; we’ve done it with the Eleanor Schonell Bridge and countless other projects. We deliver projects. We get things done. We will continue to do that, but right now there is something where I can see absolutely no excuse for the blockage, and that is the early works. 


The early works for Brisbane Metro can start within a matter of weeks. We can get the contracts awarded, and those works can start within a matter of weeks to help enable the project—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

LORD MAYOR:
I urge the State Government to issue those early approvals. 

Chair:
Further questions? 

Councillor CUMMING.
Question 2
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. As you would be aware, every Councillor in this place is required to submit documents detailing their financial and non-financial interests. Every Councillor in this Chamber is well aware of the integrity issues in local government as detailed in the Operation Belcarra investigation and subsequent report. In order to maintain the integrity of this Council, can you please tell the people of Brisbane if any companies associated with any Councillors have received any payments from this Council for services delivered in the past 12 months? 
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Councillor CUMMING, and I will say, look, recent events at the State Government level with your State Labor colleagues make this a very pertinent question and one that I will certainly take on notice. Thank you very much.

Chair:
Further questions—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I’m good to go.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON.
Question 3
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. LORD MAYOR, it is more than one year ago that I requested a small section of damaged footpath on Quarry Road, Sherwood, to be fixed. I’ve raised it multiple times with Asset Services, in Committee, questions on notice in this Council, and I’ve written to you about it just two weeks ago again as well. Why is it Council has no funding to undertake essential footpath repairs, yet suddenly has $58 million for a new bikeway and, given you have this money, when will the Quarry Road footpath actually be fixed?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Madam Chairman, and thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON, for the question. There are two components to the question, and one of them is entirely false. The claim that there is no money to fix essential footpaths is absolutely false. That is absolutely false. All you have to do is look into the budget, and all you have to do is look at the half a million dollars provided to each Councillor to do such projects as well, if they choose so, or if they believe it is a high priority, to know that—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON. Councillor JOHNSTON, your question was heard in silence; the answer will be heard in silence. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, if there are legitimate high priority projects, legitimate unsafe footpaths which cause a public hazard, they get fixed quickly. That is the reality.


Now, there may be one or two examples where an issue hasn’t been picked up fast enough, and I acknowledge that in a big organisation like this with a massive network of footpaths across the city that occasionally things aren’t picked up as quickly as they should be. But when it comes to the definition of a high priority job, I think that’s where Councillor JOHNSTON is, I guess, her comments are up for debate. Because there are assets which are functioning perfectly well and which are safe, which may not look okay, which may have some cracks in them, but those cracks aren’t providing any kind of safety hazard. 


So look, the reality is, if it is a high priority project, if it is a safety issue, it is addressed quickly. We expect the officers to get out there and address it quickly, and we have really high expectations and an appropriate level of funding to make sure that occurs. 


I commend Councillor HOWARD for the work that she’s been doing to make sure these jobs are done as quickly and as efficiently as possible. I want to thank Councillors who help the process by identifying these jobs, and also members of the public, because the sooner we know about something, the sooner we can get those high priority safety issues fixed. We will continue to do that and, as I said, there is absolutely adequate funding in the budget to do those jobs. What Councillor JOHNSTON is referring to is simply a purely political campaign being pushed by her and the Opposition, which is completely untrue and unsubstantiated. 


But, on the issue of the Indooroopilly Bikeway, this is part of our commitment to the people of Brisbane. We are committed to delivering this river walk—and it is a river walk—
Councillor interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
This is not a section of concrete footpath here—

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence.

LORD MAYOR:
This is a bridge of almost 800 metres long, similar to the New Farm Riverwalk, of a similar standard to the New Farm Riverwalk, which will deliver similar benefits to the New Farm Riverwalk. Now, I don’t hear Councillors complaining about the New Farm Riverwalk or the cost of that infrastructure because, in the end, it is a great asset for that part of Brisbane. Why should the people of the western suburbs be denied a similar standard of infrastructure—
Councillors interjecting.

LORD MAYOR:
Why should the people who want to access—

Chair:
The LORD MAYOR will be heard in silence, please.

LORD MAYOR:
—the University of Queensland be denied the right to a similar standard of infrastructure, or is it only one part of the city that should get that kind of infrastructure—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor GRIFFITHS, please decline your incessant interjections.

LORD MAYOR:
And why should the people of Councillor JOHNSTON’s ward be denied the access to that infrastructure, which they will have—which they will have via the Jack Pesch Bridge—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON!
LORD MAYOR:
I just find it absolutely baffling that Councillor JOHNSTON would be against such important active travel infrastructure. This river walk that will benefit the people who are walking and cycling and scootering in that part of Brisbane, and helping to deal with what is one of Brisbane’s biggest traffic and trip generators, the University of Queensland. This connection will help link up the excellent Western Freeway bikeway with the University of Queensland, and is a really important missing link in the network.


Do you know what? We’ve dealt with all of the cheap and easy bikeway solutions in the city. We’ve spent more than $320 million on bikeways over the years, and guess what: the ones that are left are getting more and more complicated, and they’re not cheap to do, but they need to be done and we will deliver them, just like we promised the people of that area that we will deliver, and just like we promised on a citywide basis when we committed to putting in $100 million over four years on bikeways.


We will continue to do that with the largest ever investment in active travel infrastructure that this city has ever seen, including five new green bridges on the Brisbane River, including new sections of Riverwalk, like the Indooroopilly bikeway, like the Botanic Gardens Riverwalk that we are building. We are not—we are not going to shy away from the importance of delivering these projects, because they are critical to providing a healthy and active city, and one where we’re dealing with traffic congestion, and we make no apologies for that. 

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor TOOMEY.
Question 4
Councillor TOOMEY:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the Chair of City Planning Committee, Councillor BOURKE. Consultation on the amendment of the Brisbane City Plan to ban townhouses from low density residential zoned land has now opened for public comment. Can you outline for residents how they can have their say on the changes, and how that will benefit Brisbane suburbs?
Chair:
Councillor BOURKE:
Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor TOOMEY for the question. As Councillor TOOMEY said, the consultation period has now started. It commenced yesterday, Councillors, and for those watching at home, and it runs for 20 business days through to the end of August, Mr Chairman. This is the opportunity again for the residents of Brisbane to have their say on this important amendment to our City Plan.


As part of the largest engagement exercise ever undertaken by a local government on planning issues in this country, Brisbane Council engaged with the residents through Plan your Brisbane, and one of the clear pieces of feedback that the residents of Brisbane provided to us was that they did not want areas of our city that are designed for one and two-story homes being chopped up with townhouses and large townhouse developments, Mr Chairman. This Administration has responded.


It was part of one of the 40 action items, part of the eight guiding principles that came in Brisbane’s Future Blueprint, Mr Chairman, that this Administration is going about implementing and delivering on our commitment to the residents of Brisbane. Mr Chairman, we just heard from the LORD MAYOR about needing more transport options in this city. Well, Mr Chairman, putting the density and the growth in the city in the right locations around transport nodes, as the residents of Brisbane have told us, and making sure we protect the low density residential areas of the city from increased density means that we can facilitate the lifestyle choices that residents want.


It means that we protect the green space in our city. It means that we protect the lifestyle and the liveability that makes Brisbane such a great place to live, work and relax. This amendment, and the consultation that’s now being undertaken with the residents of Brisbane, is an important part of our ongoing commitment to the residents and to planning our city going forward. We know that the State Government, through their Regional Plan, has set Brisbane a target for dwellings. We have to find 188,000 more dwellings in our city by 2041. 


What we also know, though, Mr Chairman, is through the careful planning that this Administration has done over recent years, we can accommodate that growth without having to have townhouses in our low density residential suburbs. We can protect the character of our suburbs. We can protect the lifestyle of our outer suburbs and those areas zoned for low density residential and make our city a better place for residents to live.


Mr Chairman, we also know that we need to plan for the future. That’s why this Administration is also committed to a housing strategy, and we will be rolling that out in the coming months and again engaging with residents and looking at the housing diversity and the housing choices that we need to accommodate growth in our city going forward. This is on top of our award-winning neighbourhood planning program that has been the hallmark of this Administration’s good planning where we have helped to deliver change in communities that has provided housing diversity, housing choice and revitalised shopping precincts across the city.


None of this has happened by chance. All of this planning has been carefully and methodically done to make sure that we try to manage the growth in our city as best as possible. Mr Chairman, what hasn’t happened, as we heard from the LORD MAYOR, is the investment by the State Government into infrastructure to support the growth in our city and further afield. No doubt the reason why commute times in Brisbane are getting worse is because of all the growth happening outside the City of Brisbane without the infrastructure being delivered by the State Government to move those people around our region.


This Administration, on the other hand, has delivered infrastructure and supported the growth in our city and protected the lifestyle of our residents. So, it will please Councillors to know that, on 8 August at the Mount Gravatt Bowls Club, there will be two Talk to a Planner sessions that day; on 15 August we’re going out to Kedron Wavell Services Club at Chermside, and we have two Talk to a Planner sessions that day—one in the early afternoon and one in the later afternoon. We also have Talk to a Planner sessions at Brisbane Square on 16 August. 


One of the key things that the Minister outlined when we finally got the support to go out to public consultation for this Administration was direct engagement with the industry. So we have scheduled a Talk to a Planner session on 7 August at Brisbane Square, which will be an industry-only Talk to a Planner session, so they can come in, talk to Council’s planners, and also find out information or answer any questions that the industry may have, so that we can provide that, so they can have their say on this particular amendment as well.


Mr Chairman, this is an important amendment for the City of Brisbane. This is clear feedback from residents that has been clearly articulated through Brisbane’s Future Blueprint by residents, where they want to see areas of our city for one and two-storey homes protected, and the ban on townhouses implemented. This Administration is getting on with the job of delivering this commitment to the residents of Brisbane. We’ve listened; we’ve acted, and we’re continuing to act, Mr Chairman. I commend the actions to the Chamber.

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, your time has expired. 

Further questions? 

Councillor CUMMING.
Question 5
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. LORD MAYOR, I refer to the Register of Councillors’ Interests as at 22 July 2019 which lists Councillor James MACKAY as being a Director of both Findah Pty Ltd and We Promote Pty Ltd. Further searches of the Australian Securities and Investment Commission records, as of today’s date, show Councillor MACKAY retains an interest in both of these companies, as a Director and shareholder of Findah and a major shareholder in We Promote.


The records of Council payments show in the past month We Promote had received more than $60,000 in ratepayers’ funds for social media services promoting this LNP Council’s budget. This follows other payments in March this year to the same company. This clearly doesn’t pass what your LNP colleagues are so fond of describing as the pub test. Will you now refer the transactions of Councillor MACKAY’s companies to an independent body, such as the Crime and Corruption Commission, and if not, how can the ratepayers of Brisbane trust the integrity of this LNP Council?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.
LORD MAYOR:
Thank you for the question, and congratulations, Councillor CUMMING, for digging around in the dirt. Congratulations. You have excelled yourself again. Now, I can say this: the contracts and tendering that come through Council, you get a report on a regular basis, and there’s another one coming through this week, so you see the contracts and tendering. There is clear visibility of the contracts that are awarded. Without too much difficulty, you’ve been able to find out certain information, because we are an open and transparent Administration.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

LORD MAYOR:
But what I can say—

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
I just worry that the LORD MAYOR is misleading the Chamber, Mr Chair. These did not appear in any contracts and tendering documents.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
He mightn’t know that, Mr Chair, but he’s at risk of misleading the Chamber.

Chair:
Your point’s been noted. 
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
So, what I will say is that the contracting that is done by this Council is done to the absolute highest standards of integrity—absolute highest standards of integrity. We pride ourselves in that. So, obviously this information or claim that has been made today—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence.

LORD MAYOR:
—is something that is worth having a look at. Now, I always have learned through experience that you have to actually check the claims that are made by the because nine times out of 10 they’re completely false. So I will do some checking into this to get to the bottom of this issue, and we will certainly report back in the appropriate way once I have further information.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor DAVIS.
Question 6
Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Public and Active Transport, Economic and Tourism Development Committee, Councillor ADAMS. DEPUTY MAYOR, it’s been a record year for the tourism economy in our city. Can you please explain how this Administration is growing this critical sector and giving visitors more to see and do in Brisbane? 

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you, Councillor DAVIS, for the question, and welcome to your first day in Committee this morning as well. It was lovely to have you with us, and thank you for the question, because we are very much focused on sustainable growth of our visitor economy and making sure that we are creating that unique brand of position for Brisbane as well. We have seen record numbers this year. It’s been fantastic. Australians are increasingly attracted to Brisbane as we offer more to see and do in our city.


The National Visitor Survey has revealed the total number of domestic visitors to our city has reached an all-time high in the year ending March 2019, up 7.5% to 4.8 billion, a record amount in Brisbane. To add to forecast growth in the visitor economy, we are committed to increasing the number of nights that visitors spend here as well. Brisbane is a hub for South East Queensland, and it’s important that people stay here and enjoy us before they go and enjoy the other great things there are to see and do around that region.


But I am delighted, based on this question, thank you Councillor DAVIS, to update you on an innovative marketing campaign that Brisbane Marketing has recently launched. We have billboards in prime locations across southern capital cities to showcase what we have here in Brisbane when the weather turns bad down south. So Sydneysiders and Melburnians are actually seeing digital billboards featuring our clear blue skies and fantastic outdoor lifestyle on the coldest of their days. Their campaign began on 8 July and weather triggered images have appeared more than 3,000 times across Melbourne and Sydney billboards, which gives you an idea of the weather they’ve had in Melbourne and Sydney this year.


The campaign ends this Sunday, 4 August, and the number of features is tipped to rise because, of course, there’s going to be showers this weekend in Sydney as well. So we’re expecting there’ll be more weather reactive billboards going up right up until Sunday as well. We know that Brisbane is a great place to live, work and relax, and this campaign is about driving home to our friends and our relatives down south how wonderful it is to come and visit and spend some time here.


We have high growth in young families and interstate migration. The local visiting friends and relatives market is an essential driver of our visitor economy. So we’re encouraging them to make time for an experience by showcasing that enviable Brisbane lifestyle, that enviable Brisbane weather that we have here in the middle of winter—cool mornings and warm afternoons, which is really exciting for the expansion of our tourism and leisure opportunities that we have on offer.


We are seeing many of the new hotels that we have spoken about, new attractions coming on line, like the new whale cruises that started a couple of weeks ago from South Bank around North Straddie for a day’s attraction, culinary experiences, entertainment precincts such as Howard Smith Wharves. The tourism numbers to Brisbane from Sydney and Melbourne also continued to grow to March 2019, so it’s not only just our international but our interstate as well. Sydney visitors rose 9.4% to 923,000, and Melbourne visitors rose 4.6% to 554,000. 


So we are looking forward to continuing to drive Brisbane as a destination of choice through our campaigns in our southern markets, and welcoming more Brisbane visitors. A very big part of this is making sure that we do have more to see and do, and that is why Brisbane Marketing take their events calendar very seriously. We continue to drive a strong major events calendar with over $165 million being added to the Brisbane economy in the last financial year.


A number of inaugural events from this year will continue bigger and better next year. The Australian Youth Water Polo Championships, Curiocity, Brisbane Cycling Festival, and of course the one that Sydney is not very happy about, which means it’s a great success, is the NRL Magic Round. So, last financial year was our most successful year on record for big wins, securing 91 conferences and incentives worth $112.2 million for Brisbane, an increase of almost 20% on the previous 2018 financial year.


Every business event that takes place in Brisbane creates significant economic flow-on effects, supporting the local hospitality, our tourism and our service sectors, as well as providing the impetus for return visits, and of course, what we’re really aiming for is that extended length of stay when they come up here to visit. The tourism sector is undoubtedly one of the best ways that the region can grow its economy, and Brisbane as the hub, we are making sure that we are creating jobs for the future, improving our lifestyle, and telling our very unique story.

Chair:
Further questions—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor CASSIDY.
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At that juncture, Councillor Jared CASSIDY moved, seconded by Councillor Kara COOK, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
That this Council immediately refers the payments to We Promote Pty Ltd to the Crime and Corruption Commission for investigation, and that Councillor MACKAY stands aside during this investigation.
Chair:
You have three minutes as to why it is urgent.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. It is very urgent, because what has been turned up today, after the LORD MAYOR just got up and grandstanded about what’s going on up in the State Government and about integrity matters, we see here in these documents that are sent to every single Councillor in this place, checks for payment, on 12 July, that a company that is owned by Councillor MACKAY was paid almost—I think it’s actually over $70,000. I think the Leader of the Opposition was being a bit conservative in those calculations. When you add up all the GST that was also paid to Councillor MACKAY for those transactions to We Promote Pty Ltd, how is that appropriate, Mr Chair?


It was just put to the LORD MAYOR whether he would refer this in the interests of integrity, the interests in the integrity of this Council, referring this matter to the CCC, and he just said, oh, we don’t believe you. We don’t believe any of that happened. 

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY—

Councillor CASSIDY:
Well, LORD MAYOR, it is not that hard—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, I need you—Councillor CASSIDY, please—

Councillor CASSIDY:
—to look at these checks for payment—

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, please don’t speak when I’m speaking. Can I just remind you that this is an urgency resolution and to bring it back to the matter at hand, why it is urgent, thank you.

Councillor CASSIDY:
This is extremely urgent, Mr Chair.

LORD MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Claim is noted.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Okay, this is really urgent, Mr Chair, because we know there is a certain stench going around local government in Queensland. That is undeniable, Mr Chair, and now here in black and white we have ratepayers’ money being paid to a company that is owned by a Councillor. This Councillor, Mr Chair, on his register of interests, said that he was a Director of this company after these payments were made. How is that appropriate? 


In the interests of transparency and accountability, and to make sure that the people of Brisbane can have faith that their rates are not being funnelled to a Councillor through a company that they own, this should be referred for investigation to the CCC, and that Councillor MACKAY should stand aside as the LNP have been calling on the Deputy Premier to do at a State level. 


Well, put your money where your mouth is. Put your money where your mouth is LNP, because we know that there are serious integrity issues in local government right around Queensland, and here you go, Mr Chair, black and white: it’s come to Brisbane.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your misrepresentation.

LORD MAYOR:
I quite clearly said that I needed to find out more before making any kind of decision on this. So please don’t misrepresent me, Councillor CASSIDY.

Chair:
Right, further questions—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Oh, excuse me, excuse me. On the matter of urgency.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.
.
NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.
Chair:
We will resume Question Time. There is 19 minutes 20 seconds to go.

Further questions?


Councillor SRI.
Question 7
Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair; my question is to Councillor Peter MATIC. Do you acknowledge and recognise that climate change is predicted to have severe negative impacts on Brisbane residents’ quality of life, including increasing the frequency and severity of floods, heatwaves and droughts, and increasing the risk of food and water shortages in our region?

Chair:
I will ask Councillor MATIC to answer that question, but that’s not directly—

Councillor SRI:
I think it’s directly—it’s a question about lifestyle and quality of life for Brisbane residents. It’s entirely relevant to his portfolio. But I’m happy to redirect the question to the Mayor if you as Chair determine—

Chair:
Well, the problem is it’s not a matter for his portfolio. I’ll allow the question to proceed, but in future please be mindful that Councillor MATIC cares for a particular part of the Council. 

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. As you’ve correctly stated, the question is to me personally, not to the portfolio. So technically I don’t need to answer the question, but more than happy to—more than happy to spend the five minutes talking about the issue of climate change. 

 
I’ll be quite straightforward with you in response to your question. Yes, absolutely accept the science of climate change. But is that a shock? No, Councillor, because this whole organisation accepted that back in 2006. So, back in 2006, and under Campbell Newman, this Chamber at the time in unison accepted the issue of climate change across our city. As a result, this organisation started its journey around sustainability. It created the climate change action plan. From that was born Green Heart CitySmart, of which I was the Chair between 2008 and 2012.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Just to the crux of the question, which is: does he acknowledge that climate change is predicted to have severe negative impacts on residents’ quality of life, in his capacity as the Chair of Lifestyle? That’s the substance of the question.

Chair:
He’s only barely begun answering it, and he has five minutes. 

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I accept the science of climate change. I accept that climate change will have an impact on our lives and our community and the world. It’s the science, it just is. I’m not a scientist. I rely on the advice of those that are, and the science is categorical. The extent of it, Councillor, is up to different scientists and different analyses as to what that may be. But ultimately, if you’re asking me do I accept that climate change has an impact on our planet, yes, absolutely it does.


But that’s why as an organisation we’re doing something about it. That’s why as an organisation we’ve been doing work throughout this whole period. From 2008 to 2012, Campbell Newman’s first priority was the environmental portfolio that we had.  We had to plant 2 million trees. I had the great honour of being a chairman that oversaw the planting of 2 million trees across this city that no council or any level of government in the nation had undertaken. 


I had the great pleasure of being able to be a chairman of an organisation that started the Green Heart CitySmart program that worked with residents and other levels of government to get our carbon footprint down as a city. At the time, equally, which is the International Congress for Local Government Environmental Initiatives, which is a worldwide organisation of which Council was a member, calculated that in Brisbane every average household had a footprint of 16 tonnes of carbon per household. Our target was 10, so we had to work collectively through all levels of government in partnership to get that down there. We got to 10.1. 


So through our efforts, through our leadership, through our collaboration and through our passion as Councillors and our belief in a better Brisbane and a better planet, we got that down there. We worked collectively with everyone. We created the Green Heart fairs that all so much love. The whole concept of taking them from those little pocket ones with those little sausage sizzles to what they are now, with over, what, 16—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MATIC:
—15,000 residents coming on the north and south of the river. This Council stands for all of these things. This side of the Chamber strongly believes in a sustainable Brisbane. I passionately believe in it, not only as a Councillor, not only as the Councillor for the ward of Paddington, but as a resident of this city. I want to ensure that the Brisbane of today is so much in the future better than it is at the moment—
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MATIC:
Councillor JOHNSTON wants to sit on her political horse and ride this wave. Well, you have nothing to contribute to this debate, and you’ve done nothing in this space. If you want to ride off the coattails of this Councillor and the State Member for Maiwar, knock yourself out. I’m sure your residents would love to know you’ve suddenly joined the Greens.


But getting back to the important issue, Councillor—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor MATIC:
—the important issue is this—

Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors! Councillors, please! Councillors, please! The answer—

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON! The answer will be heard in silence. 

Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
You know, I listened to him speak on Triple M on radio today about the importance of addressing climate change. Nobody in this Chamber disagrees with you. It is an important issue that we all have to address. But we are doing it. We are actually doing it. We are reducing the carbon footprint of our city. We’re educating not only our children, but our adults how to live a better life. We’re making sure that we’re doing all the things in partnership with other levels of government. 


The conversation is not just here. A motion is not just in this place. It is a motion for the State Government and an approval of all those coal mines and the royalties that they love to grab but then complain about afterwards. It’s a motion to the Federal Government to do the things it needs to. It’s a motion to the world to take the steps it needs to. It’s a motion to business. It’s a step that we all need to take. But ultimately, if you ask me the simple question, then the answer is yes, absolutely I do. 


Every day I will do the things I need to, and this Administration, this LORD MAYOR and his passionate commitment to the environment, and all the announcements that he has made in his short time in this role have been absolutely outstanding. His commitment to Victoria Park; his commitment to making sure that we have more open space; his continued commitment to reducing our carbon footprint, to making sure that we are the only council in Australia that is certified as carbon neutral. These are the real steps. 


It is not just a motion. It is action in words. That is what we are about. That is our role. Not just to stand there and just simply speak the words, but to do. It’s not the talking; it’s the doing. This Administration, this side of the Chamber, will never take a backward step from that. Those opposite that want to ride on your coattails, go right ahead, keep talking your talk, but this Administration—

Chair:
Councillor MATIC, your time has expired.

Councillor MATIC:
—will continue to do, and I stand proudly for that.

Chair:
Further questions? 

Councillor RICHARDS.
Question 8
Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Mr Chair; my question is to the Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, Councillor MATIC. The BIGSOUND Festival is coming to Brisbane in the next few weeks. This is just one of thousands of festivals and events that Council supports each year, particularly the recent Pullenvale Folk Festival. Can you outline for the Chamber what residents can expect from the BIGSOUND Festival, and how the Schrinner Administration is creating more to see and do?
Chair:
Councillor MATIC. 
Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I thank Councillor RICHARDS for the question and the opportunity to address this important issue. Can I acknowledge her tremendous work as well in supporting emerging artists. Her folk festival is absolutely a premier event, supported by Council, but she does so much with her local community and so much for music within our city and within our local area, to be able to support those artists and get that out to our communities. That’s what BIGSOUND is about. 


This particular project is a partnership between QMusic and Council, and has existed since 1995. But year on year, it has continued to grow. What is fantastic about BIGSOUND, it is not just itself a festival of music down in the Valley in Councillor HOWARD’s ward, which is just a great experience to have, but it brings together national and international producers within the music industry to come together in Brisbane to support our local economy, as Councillor ADAMS has said, to make sure that all our emerging artists get that opportunity to be recognised and share their talent, not only locally but internationally. That’s what the wonder of this particular program is.


It’s the conference that’s conducted between the industry itself and then it’s all of the festival that follows. So for all Councillors interested in being part of this amazing event, it’s between 3 and 6 September. You can buy tickets for the program, and the beauty of the program is it’s broken up into different themes, and then there are different shows at different venues within the Valley. So you can experience one type of music or you can buy a ticket that gives you a whole experience from all the different formats. That’s the wonder of this program.


As a Council, we need to be able to support BIGSOUND and the passionate people behind it at QMusic because this is about the lifeblood, the creative lifeblood of our society and our local community. We all know that we have so many amazingly talented people within the music industry within Brisbane. It’s important that we give them every opportunity to be heard and to be seen. This event that’s run is such a big part of that.


Council is working very closely with BIGSOUND on making it an even bigger program this year. Some of the things they’d like to incorporate within this is also around street art. So it’s a total creative experience. At the moment, in previous events, there have been temporary features in the Valley for people to enjoy as they’re getting from venue to venue, but one of the big things is they want to leave a permanent marker, making sure that, as a community, we continue and resonate with that experience, and also importantly to give our local artists the opportunity as well.


So BIGSOUND is such a great outcome for our city. But QSound itself, working within this field, also partners with Council in so many different ways. The QUBE Effect, which was such a great event this year, with the attendance by so many young amazingly talented artists, some of them quickly moving from the QUBE Effect to other folk festivals north and south of us, clearly shows the level of commitment that we have within our community, but also the importance of programs like this.


As part of our engagement with the Youth Team, QMusic also partnered with Council’s Youth Team to deliver an all ages program, including live music and production components at Little BIGSOUND. So there are different parts to this show for everyone to be able to enjoy. So making sure that we do this is also an important part of our activation within the Valley, and working closely with Council’s Economic Development team around the outcomes that we can achieve. For example, in 2018, QMusic successfully bid to produce the Valley Fiesta. So this program included visual arts, live performances and themes and activities throughout that whole weekend. 


So there’s a lot in this space that this particular program delivers, but making sure again that we continue that strong commitment to our emerging artists is key. BIGSOUND, I think, will continue to build on the reputation of Brisbane and what it has to offer, and the networks that it provides locally and internationally are absolutely invaluable. We hope to be able to draw top national and international talent to Brisbane to form this collection of musicians, buyers and industry experts. The keynote speakers for 2019 is Best Coast’s Bethany Cosentino, music writer and industry figure Vivien Goldman, Frontier Touring’s Sahara Herald, and acclaimed artist Mojo Juju.


So by making sure that we cover all aspects of it, we’re providing this incredible experience. In 2018, BIGSOUND achieved $2.79 million of economic impact to Brisbane, 13,561 festival attendees, 1,485 delegates, 153 showcasing artists, 192 conference speakers, 120 international buyers, 668 artist wristbands sold, and 22.2 million people reached throughout their social media network. That is the significance of this festival and what it does.

Chair:
Councillor MATIC, your time has expired.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further questions?


Councillor CUMMING.
Question 9
Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair; my question is to the LORD MAYOR. The scooter company Lime received a head start of many months on other companies wishing to operate in Brisbane. Indeed, up until recently, Lime remained the only scooter company this Council has allowed to operate in the streets of Brisbane, since its inception here in November. The public face of Lime scooters in Brisbane is the company’s public affairs manager, Nelson Savanh. 


Given that Lime gained considerable benefit over its competitors through eight months of exclusive access to Brisbane streets, and that Mr Savanh is an office holder of the Liberal National Party, did you take the prudent step of seeking advice from the Integrity Commissioner over what could be seen as a conflict of interest?
Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you for the question. The answer is yes.

Chair:
Further questions? 

Councillor CUNNINGHAM. No? 

Further questions?


Councillor CUNNINGHAM.
Question 10
Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Sorry, my question is to the Chair of Field Services Committee, Councillor HOWARD. This year marks the 30th anniversary of our Botanic Gardens volunteer program. Can you outline the essential role these volunteers have in our city, and how their contribution gives residents more to see and do?
Chair:
Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Well, thank you, Chair, and I would really like to thank Councillor CUNNINGHAM for the question. It’s a great delight to stand to talk about the Brisbane Botanic Garden volunteers in their 30th year. Interestingly, Chair, we had a Committee presentation on 4 June that told the Committee about it, so it’s a great pleasure that I’m able to share that with the Chamber.


Currently there are 100 volunteer guides, comprised of volunteers from varied backgrounds, with interest in Brisbane’s botany, horticulture and history, who are involved with the guided walks at Brisbane’s three botanic treasures—Brisbane Botanic Gardens, City Botanic Gardens and the Sherwood Arboretum. The first intake of Brisbane Botanic Gardens volunteer guides was in 1988, and Mary Peden, who was the first guide at the Brisbane Botanic Gardens in 1988, continues to actively participate as the longest serving member of the volunteer program. 


Mary is not alone in this. We have many volunteers who have served for many, many years, not only at the Botanic Gardens, but certainly I know at the Sherwood Arboretum there are a number of people who are absolutely passionate about what happens there. 


It was great to hear from Dale Arvidsson, who gave the presentation about the work that is happening there, but more importantly, the history that has gone into ensuring that our volunteers are very well trained to not only give our locals the experience of understanding what our botanic gardens are about, but also tourists that visit us and absolutely enjoy our gardens. The Japanese garden at the botanic gardens is something that many people have talked to me about as being something that they’ve enjoyed when they’ve come to visit Brisbane. 


So the welcome team at the Brisbane Botanic Gardens Visitor Information Centre is comprised of 60 volunteers who provide frontline visitor services. The Visitor Information Centre operates between 10am and 3.30pm seven days a week, and I thoroughly recommend any Councillors who haven’t been on one of the tours to pop along to visit them. If you go on a Sunday morning, you can also enjoy the wonderful markets that Peter Hackworth provides for us, and some music, sometimes by the Fergies. So it’s a really wonderful experience to visit the botanic gardens, not only to look at the beautiful plants that we have but also to enjoy the lifestyle that Brisbane residents strive for.


This year Brisbane Botanic Gardens celebrated 30 years of guiding, and a special event to recognise the contribution of the volunteer guides was held on Sunday 26 May for a National Botanic Gardens Day, which also coincided with our National Volunteer Week. So, Mr Chair, we had a fantastic event at the botanic gardens. Councillor RICHARDS was there. Councillor RICHARDS provided a fantastic cake that everyone enjoyed, but more importantly, we recognised the service of volunteers within Brisbane who love what they do. They love the botanic gardens; they love the fact that they can show tourists and locals all around our beautiful botanic gardens. 


So it was a great delight to join everyone and to have the proverbial group photo, which was muchly prized by all. Mr Chair, I’d very much like to thank all the volunteers who give up their time to provide this invaluable service to not only the people of Brisbane, but, as I said, visitors, and to help create memorable experiences so that we can adapt to the community expectations and incorporate—
Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Sorry, Councillor HOWARD, I’m just going to stop you there. There’s a lot of chat going on, and a lot of people having little private conversations inside the room. People are welcome to have private conversations outside, but not in here while someone is speaking. 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Oh, thank you, Chair, because it is important that we recognise our volunteers in this very important work. If I can just repeat that, I would like to thank all the volunteers who give up their time to provide this invaluable service to not only the people of Brisbane, but visitors, and to also help create those memorable experiences. I know many students have also had that experience, and again, it is something that is really wonderful for us all to enjoy. We adapt to community expectations, and we incorporate new technology and we engage with local, national and international audiences visiting the botanic gardens. So, Mr Chair, we do believe that this is a valuable service and one that we—

Chair:
Councillor HOWARD, your time has expired. 

That ends Question Time.

CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE DURING RECESS:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE (Adoption report)

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report setting out the recommendations of the Establishment and Coordination Committee during the Winter Recess 2019, on matters usually considered by that Committee, be adopted. 

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, Mr Chair. It’s been interesting to see—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. I seek further information about item F, the Stores Board submission for the significant contracting plans for the construction of the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. Could the LORD MAYOR please advise us whether all of the relevant State Government approvals have been obtained prior to us entering into this process for the tendering arrangement?

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, that’s a question—

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, thank you, that will no doubt be discussed during the debate on this item. Thank you for the question. Mr Chair, as I was saying, the approach that Labor has taken today tells us all one simple thing. They have given up any positive agenda for the city, and they are getting down in the gutter and playing grubby politics and throwing mud to hope that some of it might stick. These are people with no vision for the city, no plans, no policies, and all they are going to do is throw mud and make personal attacks, and throw around claims which are, quite frankly, disappointing.


Let me put this very clearly: this issue that they’ve raised earlier on in Question Time is news to me. So I’m not going to make a decision to refer someone based on no information that I have other than the word of the Leader of the Opposition. I’m not going to make that decision. But, I would advise Labor Councillors that they should familiarise themselves with the laws affecting these matters, and if they have a concern themselves, the appropriate thing to do is to refer it to the appropriate agencies themselves, not to put forward a political motion in Question Time for purely political reasons. So if they’ve got a concern, you take the appropriate action in the way that you are required to by law. 


This is not a—this is not a, oh, if you want to, you should do it. If you have a serious concern, you have an obligation to refer it and provide any evidence that you may have to back that up. So I’d suggest, rather than grandstanding about it, rather than throwing mud, do it. Do it. If you’ve got a concern, do it. If it’s serious enough for you to throw mud in Question Time, do it. I’m not standing in your way. But I’m not going to vote on a motion in here when I don’t know all of the facts, and this is news to me. 


But it is interesting, the approach that they’ve taken, but unfortunately not surprising. It is not surprising. This is a team where they will stoop to every depth to win power. They are only focused on power. They are only focused on the next election, and it is a shame that they are taking this approach. We will continue to focus on the future of the City of Brisbane, its residents and all of its suburbs across the city, and implementing our positive plans to build the infrastructure our city needs, and to protect the great things about our city and its suburbs. We will continue to do that, regardless of what mud the Labor Party attempts to throw for cheap political reasons.


Now, it’s been a busy time despite the recess. I can say that it was fantastic to see an incredibly successful Asia Pacific Cities Summit held here in Brisbane with world leaders, with civic leaders from around the region, indeed around the world, coming here to Brisbane to talk about critical issues for the future of our cities, and very much a focus on the mobility of cities, the liveability of cities and the innovation of cities, factors that are important to all of us. This was a great non-political, bipartisan event which I acknowledge was started by the former Labor Party, or the former Labor administration, and one that we’ve been continuing to support in a bipartisan manner.


It is good for Brisbane, but it is good for the whole region for us to get together to discuss these important issues and to make those connections and to learn from each other. So to see more than 1,400 delegates from around the world and around the region here in Brisbane, to see mayors and civic leaders from around the region here in Brisbane, and also to get their great feedback about the city as well, was really positive. It was interesting to see the number of mayors from other places, from sometimes very large cities saying, oh, Brisbane is just fantastic, you’re doing great things here. They absolutely loved it, and it was great to make those connections and, as I said, to talk about those important issues that we all share as city leaders.


I want to thank all Councillors that participated in that event. I particularly want to acknowledge the staff in Council, and also the volunteer ambassadors that put so much effort into making sure it ran smoothly. They certainly did. I want to acknowledge Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre as well for being great hosts for that event. We certainly were able to put on a great show for visiting guests.


There’s been a number of other things happening around the city in recent weeks—too many to mention. But I did want to update you, like I always do, on our iconic assets and how they’ll be lit up in the coming days, and then the important community causes that they’ll be lit up to acknowledge. I can say that this week, both today and tomorrow, the Victoria Bridge, Story Bridge and Reddacliff Place will be lit up in green to raise awareness of responsible gambling. 


It is Responsible Gambling Week, and Relationships Australia are supporting this and offering services including the Gambling Helpline which helps to provide information, support and counselling to individuals and families affected by problem gambling. 

On Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, Brisbane City Hall, the Sandgate Town Hall, will go red, purple and yellow to support Multicultural Queensland Month. As we know, Brisbane has a great and diverse multicultural community, and it’s something that we should celebrate. Friday we’ll see Reddacliff Place lit up in green to support World Hepatitis Day. The annual World Hepatitis Day brings together the world to raise awareness of viral hepatitis and to influence change. This is one of just four disease specific awareness days endorsed by the World Health Organisation.


Moving towards the different items, item A we have the Audit Committee Report. That’s there for Councillors’ noting. Item B is the Eumong Street and Riverhills Road at Middle Park project. As you know, this particular intersection is currently unsignalised with a give way sign on Eumong Street and a stop sign at the shopping centre exit. The current four-way intersection has a number of issues including geometry lane widths, which when combined with the traffic volume, reduces safety for those motorists exiting the shopping centre on to the network, and for road users on Riverhills and Eumong Street, including pedestrians. 


So Council undertook investigations and a detailed design to review the options to improve safety and congestion. There were four options and an upgrade to the roundabout was recommended. It will improve safety, traffic flow and access for all road users, with improved pedestrian facilities through a pedestrian refuge. 


The submission before us today is for the partial resumption of land which is 211 square metres to allow for the upgrade to progress, and the Council has been consulting with the owner, which is the shopping centre, through the land resumption process to facilitate this. The upgrade on track to be completed by the end of this year will also deliver a new pedestrian refuge, upgraded footpaths and kerb ramps as well.


Item C is the report of Council contracts and tendering accepted by the delegate for May 2018—once again there for Councillors’ information and advice. Item D is for the protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911, and it’s a TLPI (Temporary Local Planning Instrument). As Councillors are well aware, in August 2017, Council adopted TLPI which was 02/17 for the protection of 27 pre-1911 buildings. That TLPI expires on 28 August. One purpose of the original TLPI is to allow time to progress an amendment to City Plan to adopt the buildings into the Pre-1911 building overlay. The addition of the identified buildings to the overlay forms part of major amendment package F which is also progressing as an item today. 


I think we are now all aware that the Queensland Government Minister’s Guidelines and Rules means that progressing changes to Council’s planning scheme can sometimes take a considerable amount of time, and the last thing we want to see happen is the original TLPI expire in late August while the Minister hasn’t adopted our amendment package. So this is obviously to make sure that that does not happen. So the purpose of this TLPI is there to protect against the significant risk of harm to Brisbane’s heritage and character should that happen. It would be a tremendous loss to all residents should any of the 27 pre-1911 buildings be demolished in the event of delays to the State Government in the adoption of package F to the City Plan.


Item E, which I just referred to before, package F is a major amendment to Brisbane City Plan, and this item is to progress major amendments to the City Plan to maintain the currency of that planning scheme. Following initial consent by the State Government, public consultation on the amendment—

Chair:
LORD MAYOR, your time has expired.

5/2019-20

At that point, the LORD MAYOR was granted an extension of time on the motion of Councillor Adam ALLAN, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX.

Chair:
LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. As I was saying, following the consent by the State Government, public consultation on the amendment was undertaken from 4 March to 12 April this year. The submissions received during that public consultation have now been considered by Council. The Administration is obviously planning for Brisbane’s future, and this major amendment package, package F, will achieve a great number of things for the residents of Brisbane. 


It will help maintain and enhance Brisbane’s heritage by updating the Heritage overlay map and protecting additional buildings across the city. This includes 30 sites that will be added to the local heritage place subcategory, and an additional 98 sites, including the area adjoining heritage subcategory within the overlay map.  

    
The amendment will also protect more of Brisbane’s buildings constructed prior to 1911 by adding an additional 27 properties to the Pre-1911 building overlay map that I referred to earlier in the TLPI. Finally, the proposed amendment package will also incorporate a new overlay for the protection of key civic spaces and iconic vistas. While City Plan does have a number of assessment benchmarks that pertain to civic spaces and vistas in the city centre, an overlay will introduce an additional mechanism to protect the city from development that detracts from these important locations. Following the Chamber’s approval, notice will be given by Council to the State Minister to request an adoption of the amendment.


Item F is the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. As I referred to in Question Time, this is a critical project to connect up a missing link within the active travel network, particularly between the Western Freeway bikeway, which is very well used, and destinations like Indooroopilly Shopping Centre and the University of Queensland. This has been identified as a key missing link in the network. 


The original project was originally envisaged to be an on-road or beside-road solution along Radnor Street. Councillors would be aware of this history if they had been paying attention through Committee and former presentations. The work that was done, both through initial traffic modelling and discussions in the community, identified that that on-road solution was not a feasible outcome and would also have significant dis-benefits and flow-on effects to the local community. 


So we committed to having a look at an on-river river walk solution to connect up this missing link. This is in the vicinity of the Walter Taylor Bridge and, as I mentioned, there’s a number of key destinations and trip generators in that area that need to be serviced.


We identified stage 1 of the project. We went out to community consultation. Stage 1 was well received by the community, but—thank you, Councillor TOOMEY—but the very clear feedback is that stage 2 should be brought forward and done as one project. So that is exactly what we’ve been doing here. 


So this is a project that turned from a single stage project, which is designed to be an on-road or next to road solution, now to a completely different project and a much bigger project, a project that involves two stages being delivered as one, and a project that is the same type of scale as the New Farm Riverwalk. So that is the kind of facility that we will see delivered here as a result of that. 


Like I said before in Question Time, I don’t see too many Councillors complaining about the New Farm Riverwalk or complaining that it was a waste of money or that it cost too much. That particular facility was built to a one in 2,000 year flood standard. This river walk will be built to that standard. It will be built in an area of the river that does experience high velocities during flooding, so there are significant strengthening works that need to be done to this bridge structure, but that does obviously add to the cost of the infrastructure, but it is not a reason not to progress with this critical infrastructure. As I mentioned, this is part of our commitment to the people of that part of Brisbane that we would deliver this important connection to fill missing link in the network. 


This is something that none of us should shy away from. It is quite common to see very, very costly road upgrades come through here, and I know that Councillor SRI has a view on road upgrades, but you don’t see Independent or Labor Councillors getting up complaining about the cost of road upgrades except if it’s politically motivated of course. They welcome those upgrades and, in fact, they call for very more expensive road upgrades in their area, yet it’s interesting, when you see a bikeway project of a significant size being delivered, they try and play petty politics with it and complain about the cost of it.


So we are not backing away from our record investment in bikeways and active travel infrastructure. This is the future of the city. This type of infrastructure will help reduce traffic congestion and create a greener, more liveable active city. It will reduce traffic on the roads to some of those major trip generators like the University of Queensland, and it is something that we should all be supporting rather than playing petty politics. So I urge all Councillors to get behind this important project. It is an important active travel infrastructure investment for Brisbane, and it will help, as I said, reduce traffic congestion and deliver a more active and healthy city. That is something that we should all support.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Seriatim en bloc - Clauses A and F
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause A, REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 13 JUNE 2019; and Clause F, STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDOOROOPILLY RIVERWALK, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Seriatim - Clause C
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause C, CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR MAY 2019, be taken seriatim for voting purposes.


Seriatim en bloc – Clauses B, D and E
	Councillor Peter CUMMING requested that Clause B, RIVERHILLS ROAD AND EUMONG STREET INTERSECTION UPGRADE PROJECT – PROPERTY RESUMPTION; Clause D, TEMPORARY LOCAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT 04/19 – PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1911; and Clause E, MAJOR AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – PACKAGE F, be taken seriatim en bloc for voting purposes.


Chair:
Please proceed.

Councillor CUMMING:
In relation to this E&C, just one comment: the organisation of the Administration seems to have disappeared today. They’ve missed questions; they’ve been late to move extensions; there’s been limited support to the—

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, can you bring back your comments—

Councillor CUMMING:
—LORD MAYOR having an extension. I don’t know what’s happening here today, but I’ll continue on the report.


In relation to item A, the Audit Committee, look, I’ll keep my comments brief today. Again, it’s a secretive committee. The minutes are grossly inadequate. It lacks detail, and therefore we won’t be supporting it. 


In relation to item B, this is a resumption for an intersection upgrade. There was quite a scathing objection from Birch and Co Solicitors, on behalf of the landowner, but then it appears—sometime later it appears they—I don’t know whether they felt under compulsion or anything, or their client did, but anyhow, they reached agreement and it’s all been resolved. So hopefully it was done amicably.

 
In relation to item C, the contracts and tendering, I do have a few questions in relation to that list of contracts. Contract number 2, the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk Lookout scour protection repairs. I’m just interested to know about that, and what’s involved there. The Wakerley District Sports Park, I’m familiar with this one; it’s in the Doboy Ward, but close to my boundary, and it’s a really important project for netballers of the district. 


Unfortunately, to date there’s no one sort of agreed, as far as I know, to take on this sports facility once it’s completed. I just hope that the Council makes sure there is someone by the time it’s finished, because it would be a shame to see a project of this magnitude, which almost $6 million has been spent on it as part of stage 2, it would be a shame to see it not being utilised. I’ve been encouraging groups in my area, such as the Wynnum Seagulls Football Club, to take on a netball club in the area; also encouraging the Wynnum Rugby Union Club, which does run a netball club called the Ladybugs, to take on that area as well. 


So it’s an important project, and it’s great to see the predominately female sport of netball is getting an upgrade in facilities. The predominately male football codes have had good facilities for many years in the area, and it’s good to see the women and the girls getting their share now of the good facilities.


In relation to item 12, just interested to know what this item is, the provision of data for Virtual Brisbane. If the LORD MAYOR could give some explanation of that. 
Declaration of perceived Material Personal Interest in Clause C - CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR MAY 2019 – Councillor Peter CUMMING

Councillor CUMMING:
Also, I declare an interest as my self-managed super fund has shares in Nearmap Pty Ltd, which was one of the unsuccessful tenderers.

Also I’d like details on item 13, the City Plan Management Solution. I’m interested to know what that is. I don’t know whether it’s something—

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, I’m going to stop you for a moment. 

Point of order, Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
I just want to be clear. Did Councillor CUMMING just declare a conflict of interest with this item, and has continued speaking with it, or has he declared that he doesn’t believe there’s a conflict of interest, because his words weren’t clear, and I think he should just clarify for the record, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
I agree, Councillor BOURKE. I’m also getting advice from the clerks as well. So just excuse me one moment. 


Okay, Councillor CUMMING, the advice I’ve received is that you’ll need to make a declaration of some sort and then advise the room whether you’ll be voting or not on that matter.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes. Well, I won’t vote on that matter. It’s the unsuccessful tenderer. My understanding is it’s—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, it’s already been decided, but it’s also a matter for the Chamber to make a decision on, if they wish. 

Chair:
All right. So, Councillor CUMMING, the standing precedent has been that the Councillor themselves makes a determination, but please be aware of your responsibility in this matter.

Councillor CUMMING:
Yes, thank you, that’s right, thank you. The City Plan Management Solution is a—I’m interested in the details of that sort of thing. I know we’ve got a part time City Plan Chair who spends a lot of his time down at the LGAQ on various other jobs he’s got down there. So, I don’t know, I hope it’s not something that’s there to sort of help him do his job or get someone else to do the job for him.


In relation to the insurance, the various insurance policies, there’s one there for LORD MAYOR and Councillors. I don’t know whether collectively we need to declare an interest there, because we’re getting presumably some benefit from that as well. But anyhow, I’ll go on to item D, the TLPI. We support this TLPI. We support the extension. We think this is an important matter, and we’re very supportive.


In relation to item E, the major amendment, looking through these submissions, there seems to be concerns from adjoining owners. Hopefully they’re getting a good explanation of what’s involved. It’s people who own properties next door to a listed property, and people appear to be very anxious about the possible loss in value of their property. So I think quite often some of these people that have spoken to me, they’re elderly people and they are concerned about these sort of things. 


I think it’s important that Council treads softly, I guess, and give a full and detailed explanation to people about what’s involved, and the fact that it’s only if they want to redevelop their property that they would be affected in some way, and also that it’s not a sort of a drastic effect on their property. It seems to be a common concern amongst those submissions that have been put in. 


In relation to item F, the Indooroopilly Riverwalk, we are still concerned about the project which has jumped from a $7 million to a $57 million project. That’s a massive cost increase. We sense another mismanaged project on the way and we think that more options should have been put up to the Council and to the public for this project.

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING, just before we proceed, I’m going to have to ask you to, at the point when it comes to voting, make it clear that you’ve excluded yourself and at what point you return, please. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman; I rise to speak on item C, contracts and tendering, and specifically contract number 3, the stage 2 of the Wakerley Sports Park at 880 Manly Road, Wakerley, which has been awarded to Epoca Constructions. They’re already out there onsite at the moment building this fantastic investment in girls’ sport in the Bayside. 


We know this project will build a sporting clubhouse in the lower storey of the Wynnum and Manly Districts Meals on Wheels Association building, which is already on site; six hard-stand netball courts with lighting, a turf practice area, a car park extension including a total of 135 car spaces, four PWD spaces, four motorcycle parks and bicycle parking racks, a connecting shared pedestrian and cyclist pathway, which will connect Denby Crescent and—actually I believe it will go down to Dundee Crescent with Manly Road, a water retention basin, retaining walls and landscaping.


Of course, Mr Chair, this follows the $3 million investment that Wynnum Manly Districts Meals on Wheels has made in their own facility there onsite, matched by a $1.8 million investment from Council, which did the early civil works to enable the construction on the site. I also want to acknowledge the $300,000 contribution from the Morrison Government that has made this building possible. 


Of course, I’m giving this contribution today because Councillor Atwood can’t. It is within her ward in Doboy Ward, but she is going to do her maiden speech later on today, so I’ve actually very much wanted to make sure that this fantastic facility, which we hope will be up and running early next year and will end the 17-year journey that the Wynnum Manly Districts Meals on Wheels Association have been on to find their forever home here in Wakerley. 


But it will also provide an incredible opportunity for the growing sport—I believe it’s the second fastest growing sport in all of Queensland—the sport of netball, to have a permanent home here on the Bayside in a Council facility. We very much look forward to the level of professionalism and the increase in player numbers that we’re going to be able to see in clubs all around the eastern suburbs as a result of these new facilities coming on line. So I commend the motion.
Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Chair; I just rise to speak on items D and E, largely together and briefly on F, the temporary local planning instrument and the major amendment to Brisbane City Plan package. As the Leader of the Opposition has said, we’ll be supporting this, because I think we’ve been pretty strongly on record in this place calling for better protection for Brisbane’s built character and our built heritage. 


As far back as 2016, Labor Councillors called for a full audit of pre-1911 homes in the City of Brisbane to ensure that we don’t have a situation where homes that are quite clearly pre-1911 are missed in the mapping and are bulldozed—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor CASSIDY:
And they are, we know, Councillor JOHNSTON. We know they get missed. Or properties that are included on the Pre-1911 overlay, or specifically identified as pre-1911 homes that shouldn’t be there when it comes to places that are listed as pre-1911 homes that might have units on them from the 1980s or the 1990s, Mr Chair. 


So what these two items represent is this Administration’s abject failure to properly protect the built character and the built heritage of this city, when we have rolling TLPIs because the Administration can’t get their act together and consult quickly enough and progress amendments quickly enough, that we have to have rolling TLPIs to ensure that we don’t have more situations around Brisbane where the dwindling number of pre-1911 homes are bulldozed for developers, by developers for development, Mr Chair.


So, while of course we’re going to be voting in favour of these, it cannot be let by by this LORD MAYOR that this is somehow a great achievement of this Administration, and this is normal business. This is very much mopping up some pretty poor work when it comes to protecting character and heritage in our city.


On item F, the Stores Board submission for the Indooroopilly Riverwalk, this is a project that, as we’ve heard, was first announced to be around a $7 million project. After consultation, yes, of course people said they’d want a more integrated project. Fair enough. But when you take the track record of this LORD MAYOR, of LORD MAYOR Adrian SCHRINNER, every project that he has been involved in, Mr Chair, has seen delays, has seen blowouts, and we fear that this will be no different. 


We’re being asked to go to procurement on a project that is already $50 million more now than it was originally slated to be, and in those documents that the people of Brisbane will never see because this Administration has redacted them under commercial in confidence, we see the single largest figure for a contingency on a project that I have ever seen in my four years as a Councillor in this place, Mr Chair. So what confidence can we have in this LORD MAYOR delivering a project on time and on budget when we don’t know what other options would be on the table?

Of course we want to see that $100 million bikeway project spent in the absolutely best way in consultation with cyclists, and we know that they’re very keen on getting a good, safe route in this area. But when it comes to how this LORD MAYOR—and he has a pretty poor track record, Mr Chair, of delivering projects—when it comes to his ability to deliver this project, we have absolutely no faith, so we just cannot support this going to procurement at this time.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor MATIC.

Councillor MATIC:
Thank you, Mr Chair; I’d like to rise to speak to item C, specifically item 10, which is the Toowong Library. Toowong Library—and I’m pleased to be able to tell the Chamber that this Administration is getting on with continuing to deliver our election commitments of refurbishing our libraries, and this LORD MAYOR has this passionate commitment to making sure we follow through on that, and I’m pleased to tell the Chamber that Toowong Library refurbishments have actually been completed.


So we’re actually celebrating this Saturday the $1 million refurbishment, which is this Saturday, 3 August, at Toowong Library. This refurbishment provides updated and new facilities to meet customer needs. Each year the Toowong Library services more than 236,000 people, and to celebrate the refurbishment, Council is hosting a community day with workshops, seminars, live music and performances. I really look forward to having the LORD MAYOR there in attendance for that.


Council libraries are more than just a book borrowing service. They are vibrant community hubs with opportunities for learning, studying, recreation, socialising and connecting with the community. I know, as the local Councillor as part of the Toowong area, there are a number of community organisations that greatly appreciate and rely upon the facilities within the library to be able to host their meetings. As part of this refurbishment, we’re undertaking works to be able to provide even more.


So the library, as part of its refurbishment, is reconfiguring the floor plan with improved zoning to meet customer needs for both quiet and collaborative spaces, a new meeting room, so there will now be two rooms in total, with upgraded facilities including kitchenettes, AV equipment, hearing loops and after-hours access. The meeting rooms have a combined capacity of 90 people.


There’s a new dedicated children’s library featuring a village theme. There’s more Wi-Fi benches and new booth seating with access to power, new shelving, carpet and other fittings to provide an even more enjoyable experience, Mr Chair. Of course, there’s a full breadth of the Council programs there as well. But importantly, Toowong Library is the only Brisbane library to host regular Auslan story time sessions for deaf children, which take place every Monday at 11am. That’s an important service. 


We have Toowong State School nearby which in large part is now a co-hearing impaired and children without impairment school. So there’s a very collaborative approach, and Auslan is taught to all students within the school. So having this facility there at the library complements the amazing work the Toowong Library is doing. 


But this clearly shows this Council’s commitment to delivering within this term of the refurbishments that we said we were going to do, making sure that we’re doing more and more in this space, because this is a clear example of Council getting on delivering more libraries, not less libraries as there were in the deep dark days of Labor when they closed libraries rather than opening them, when they were more interested in the bottom line than actually providing services to the community. This Administration is getting on with delivering these important outcomes for all residents.

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I rise to speak on hopefully all items of the Establishment and Coordination Committee Report, but in particular item F. Just before I do, I would just like, in case I run out of time which I suspect I will, I want to put on the record my concern about this LNP Administration’s ongoing failure to protect character and very old homes in our community. I’ve moved multiple motions in this place to make sure that there is a review, that they are mapped and included in the overlays and that’s been voted down by the LNP on multiple occasions. 


The community that I represent are extremely concerned that this Administration refuses to protect all pre-1946 and pre-1911 homes. At the moment there’s a very public discussion going on in Yeronga about the loss of the pink house on Kadumba Street, which was built in the 1880s, the first house to be built on that part of the street when it was opened up. This Administration has already trashed it. It’s allowed a huge redevelopment of the site. The house to be moved and the DA (development assessment) approval looks nothing like the traditional house. So this Administration have a poor track record, and an appalling track record when it comes to protecting heritage. 


But what’s worse is their track record when it comes to the delivery of major projects for our city. Now, the proposed Indooroopilly Bikeway, now renamed as the Indooroopilly Riverwalk, has been a project about which I’ve been following for, well, since it was announced. I’ve made submissions through the public submission process. I’ve had meetings with Council officers. I have raised the issue repeatedly with respect to trying to get a better outcome for the community that I represent.


When this bikeway was first proposed, it essentially did not, and it still does not in any of its public communication, talk about the southside connectivity that is required at all. In the first iteration of this project, the only option for my residents was access to the new bikeway via a staircase which runs alongside the Walter Taylor Bridge. Otherwise, my residents would have to continue to use the old pathway along Radnor Street, the existing pathway which Council says—and you’ve heard it again today—is unsafe. 


So when they joined the projects together earlier this year, I started asking more questions in this place about cost and the impacts. I was told at that time by the LORD MAYOR that he’d get back to me. He never did. 


Now, the second part of the project is bringing stage 2, which was always envisaged in the same form. I don’t think there’s been any changes to stage 2, to connect around and up to the Jack Pesch Bridge. The problem with that is that the approach to the Jack Pesch Bridge has a staircase in it on the southside on Wharf Street. So anybody who wants off-road access, and that’s Oxley Road, 35,000 vehicles a day, narrow, problematic, anybody who wants safe access to the Jack Pesch Bridge, there is a staircase in the footpath. So I have been at it for nearly two years to get this addressed. Council officers came out to see me a couple of months ago. Guess what: never got back to me. Never got back to me.


So, you know, anybody who wants to stand up and criticise me, they can, but I have tried and tried to ensure that this project addresses proper, safe accessibility for cyclists, for pedestrians, for people with walkers, mums with prams, and this Administration has ignored every single request I’ve made, not got back to me. 


Then, in reading the Council papers over the weekend, I see that what was actually an $8 million project in the budget last year—I made a mistake, it wasn’t $7 million, it was $8 million—is now $58 million. Now, how proud is this Administration of their project? Was it announced in the budget? No, it was not. Have they announced it any point prior to me drawing it to the media’s attention yesterday? No, they had not. Up until yesterday, the value of this bikeway, $58 million, has been kept secret by this Administration. In the papers before us today, they want to keep the details of how that money is going to be spent, even the scores upon which we will assess that project secret. This is not the actions of an Administration that is proud of this project, that thinks this project is value for money.


Now, I know that the bike people will be very angry with me, but I’m going to put these issues on the record. Firstly, Councillor SCHRINNER, as the LORD MAYOR, is living in fantasy land when he says that this is going to reduce traffic congestion. For whom? There’s not a word about that in the Council papers before us today. It’s not going to help my residents desperately trying to get across a bridge that they can’t get across. I can tell you now, they are shocked at how much this is costing. 


Here are my concerns about this matter. We don’t know—and again I’ve asked the question which the LORD MAYOR couldn’t be bothered to respond to—whether all of the State Government approvals have been obtained. This project will be built in the Brisbane River, which is essentially State Government property. Presumably we need their permission to build in their waterway corridor. Have we got that? I don’t want this to be another Metro that costs the ratepayers of Brisbane millions more because this Council failed to do the homework it needed to do before going to market.


Secondly, this project has to pass—again, we don’t know, there’s no specific details—but fairly close underneath the rail bridge, a State Government asset. Now, Queensland Rail would have to be the touchiest State entity about anything near their assets. Do we have their permission and approval to do this? I don’t know and I have been asking. What alternate routes were considered? I don’t know. 


I asked the engineers in good faith, who never got back to me, about whether or not we could widen Radnor Street and cantilever out a wider path along there so my residents didn’t have to use the staircase. They never got back to me. This technology is something Council is doing at Kingsford Smith Drive for a bikeway over there. So, please don’t tell me it’s not something that we can’t do because it’s being done right now.


So, I don’t know whether any alternate routes were considered. Was widening Moggill Road to build a separated off-road bikeway considered? That would probably provide better access to the University of Queensland via direct routes as well. I don’t know. Again, we’ve not been told. We’ve been presented from day one, this is what we’re going to do. The options and the alternatives have never been explored, never been discussed with me and I have been asking.


The design—I’ve expressed this many times. The design fails to properly deal with southside access to this bikeway, whether it’s via the Walter Taylor Bridge or Jack Pesch. Stairs in bikeway projects are insane. I don’t know anybody—well, I do know someone who thinks that stairs in bikeways is a good idea and will justify it. I won’t put name on the record.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Will Councillor JOHNSTON please—will Councillor JOHNSTON take a question?

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, will you take a question?

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’ve only got a few minutes left.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON will decline. 

Councillor JOHNSTON, please continue.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
So, the design is hugely problematic and I am very disappointed that Council officers haven’t in good faith responded and engaged with me when I’ve raised these issues with them.


Construction impacts—now this is where the rubber hits the road. All the benefits on the northside, three years of construction activity, yes, you guessed it, going to be done on the southside. Going to be done and the Taylor Bridge reserve under the Walter Taylor Bridge, with all of the park and traffic disruption that will flow from having workers crossing underneath the Walter Taylor Bridge, every day, all day, and disrupting traffic, making noise, lights, drama, all of the construction impacts are on the southside of the river. All of the benefit for this project is on the northside of the river.


Three years my residents are going to have to put up with this. What do they get in return? There’s going to be a viewing platform looking directly into their backyards. I’m sure they’ll be thrilled. 


Finally, the cost—$58 million is an obscene amount of money. This project has not changed in its design since it was announced. Two stages are being brought together. The first stage was budgeted for $8 million. Suddenly it’s $58 million. That is shocking; that is obscene; that is unjustifiable use of ratepayers’ funds when we have not had answers to all of the other questions that I’ve outlined. There’s no figures in the report before us today about how many people are expected to use this bikeway. There’s no business case. There’s no explanation of how it went from $8 million to $58 million. There’s no explanation about the geotechnical which is clearly not finalised. It’s listed as one of the biggest risks for the project.


There are so many problems with this bikeway and it is just in my view going to be another Metro if these questions can’t be answered. It’s not like I’m, you know, coming in here for the first time on my first day—

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, your time has expired.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
These are questions that—

Chair:
Further speakers?


Councillor RICHARDS—
Councillor interjecting.

ADJOURNMENT:

	6/2019-20

At that time, 4.02pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 15 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 4.04pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
Councillors, welcome back. Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor HUANG.

Councillor HUANG:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item C of the E&C Adoption Report on contracts and tendering. Mr Chair, contract 11 of the contracts and tendering report is about the relocation of Telstra utilities for the Player Street connection project. The Player Street connection is a significant infrastructure project for the southside of Brisbane. It represents an $11 million investment to improve the efficiency of our roads and the safety of residents and motorists. As this Chamber is fully aware, this project is fully funded by Brisbane City Council. 


Despite a strong BCR, that is, benefit to cost ratio, of 5.69 and of the project’s high safety and efficiency values that will positively impact State-controlled Kessels Road, the State Labor Government has kept ignoring the needs for infrastructure investment in Brisbane, but thanks to the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER and this LNP Administration, we have put people’s interests first and we have put our city’s future first by investing in this important infrastructure project. The good news for southside residents is that this project is already underway. 


Also, thanks to Councillor COOPER for your support all the way through the project. I have been a Councillor for eight years and, I must say, this is probably the biggest infrastructure project happening in my ward. I’m fortunate enough to have the opportunity to witness from beginning until its delivery that is anticipated at the end of this year. Of course, $11 million sounds a lot for an infrastructure project, until I saw this contract and tendering report. I realised that there are a lot of things that is not what we see on the surface. 


In fact, this item on relocation of the Telstra utilities—which is something that I didn’t anticipate would happen in a project like this—is happening now. In fact, I always try to keep a track on the progress of Player Street connection and I always thought it would start with probably demolition, which is happening now. I saw the fences around the four properties we have resumed, but those are the things that can be seen by the local residents. But things contained in this contracts and tendering report is something that is important, but probably will never be seen and understood by the general public.

So I thought it is important that we raise in this Chamber that projects like this are costly, but it is important that we put all the settings right for a major infrastructure project like this. Well, not far from Player Street connection, is the Kessels Road or Mount Gravatt-Capalaba Road and Logan Road intersection, which is a State-controlled intersection. I understand the State Government had commissioned a report into that and somehow it has never—the outcome or the funding has never been released. I understand this is likely to cost about $900 million. 


Those costs, of course, will include things like resumption of properties, but also the relocation of the utilities underground is a major, significant cost to projects like these. So, which is understand, but since the State Government is not even interested in co-funding Player Street connection, I can’t see any chance of seeing the upgrade of the Mount Gravatt-Capalaba Road and Logan Road intersection in my lifetime. Anyway, but as part of this project, the relocation of Telstra assets is required in order to facilitate construction of the Player Street connection project. The extent of the relocation required is within the limits of the project works.


Telstra has submitted a scope of works and a quote for the relocation of its assets. The work is quoted by Telstra for the amount of $633,390, as it is a public utility, and the price submitted by Telstra to complete the relocation works is consistent with other, similar projects delivered within Council. I’m satisfied of the outcome of the result. Also, as a local resident, I think the sooner this project will be completed, the better it will be, especially on traffic efficiency. 


I recall just a couple of weeks ago, I had to turn right from Logan Road into Kessels Road and I had to wait for at least three sets of lights, not because the cars were not moving, but because the Cremin Street intersection wasn’t working properly and caused the traffic blockage just on that intersection. So the sooner the project can be completed, the better it will be for the community. That was the view reflected during the recent community consultation before the project was underway. We have conducted a number of community consultations in the Garden City shopping centre.

There was no objection whatsoever from any residents. In fact, most residents, when they came to see us at our kiosks, were so happy and eager to see this is going to happen, because the local residents had enough with the State’s lack of investment in infrastructure. Finally, Brisbane City Council is willing to take the lead to demonstrate the leadership and the vision for the local traffic infrastructure. People were appreciative of what we are doing and I think it is important that also we try to work with the State. But since the State has shown no interest in investing in Brisbane, that we have to take on responsibilities like these.


I can remember when our LORD MAYOR, Adrian SCHRINNER, first took over the office and I was asked by the LORD MAYOR and also Councillor COOPER about the view on Player Street connection. I said, look, the quicker the better. That’s what has happened. So I would like just once again to thank the LORD MAYOR and also Councillor COOPER and everyone on the LNP Administration side for your support in making this happen. This is a project that is so important to the southside traffic. 


It has not only the safety and traffic impact, it also has significant economic impact, because this is a part of the national freight connecting the airport, the Port of Brisbane, to all industrial estates on the westside. So by building this project, although it looks like a small section of the area, but the benefit is going to bring to the safety of the residents, to the traffic efficiency and to the economic value cannot be underestimated. 


So I would like to endorse this report to the Chamber and so Brisbane City Council can keep progressing with this important infrastructure project that’s long been asked for by the southside residents and motorists. So I commend the report to the Chamber. Thank you. 
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chair. Listen, I want to speak briefly on item A, the audit report, and also on item C, contracts and tendering. Listen, every time we get one of these audit reports, I say to my colleague, Councillor CUMMING, again, there’s just nothing in these things, so what’s the point of even printing the—really, even printing the paper? I sort of made a comment that also that honestly I could read this thing, this whole precis of the report, in probably under 10 minutes, yet the meeting took two hours and 15 minutes to happen. 


So obviously there’s a lot more that’s not in this report that we should be seeing. Right? So all those conversations, all that information that whether they came from the Chief Executive Officer or the Chief Financial Officer or any of the other financial or any of the other officers in their reports, right, clearly there is very little in this report and I just want to let Brisbane ratepayers know that we do have audits, but they’re kept secret pretty much from us as Councillors on this side. We don’t really get any detail as to what the actual auditors actually say. 


Moving on to item C, which is contract and tendering, again, there was just a couple of contracts and, I’m sorry, LORD MAYOR, if I point out some deficiencies or what I think are deficiencies, but what we do on this side is called oversight, right, on what you do on that side. That’s what we’re paid to do, right? So get off your high horse and stop complaining about us muckraking, right, because we’re not muckraking. We’re actually making a statement about something that is—doesn’t look quite right within these contracts and tendering. 


So the first contract was well, not item 1, but it’s contract 1, in regards to the anchorage painting of the Walter Taylor Bridge. Now, if we have a look at the winning tenderer of $247,116, where the one that wasn’t chosen that wasn’t the successful tenderer was $169,610. Now, that’s a 40% variance from the winner or the person or the contractor who won the tender and the contractor who didn’t win this tender. Now, 40% is a huge amount. 


If we have a look at just the VFM, the value for money, for those that may be watching that doesn’t know what VFM is, the VFM for the unsuccessful tender was 24.86 and for the one that was successful is 28.87. So there was a four per cent—there is a—not a four per cent, but a four—

Chair:
Councillors. Councillors, please, can private conversations be taken outside and I ask Councillor STRUNK to be heard in silence, please. 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you. Thank you, Mr Chair. If we move on to contract 4, again, the successful tenderer as opposed to the unsuccessful tenderer, there’s a variance of 20%. It’s costing the ratepayers 20% more than they really should have had to pay because the—again, the VFM is only about a three point difference between the two. Now, I—we don’t really have any detail as to why there’s such a variance in price as opposed to the VFM, but certainly the VFM doesn’t anywhere make any resemblance to the variance in the actual tender of that 20% on that particular contract. Then, finally, it’s on contract 14, which is that $4.579 million insurance contract.


It says here: ‘insurance contracts are negotiated for Council on behalf of Council by insurance brokers,’ and they do list the particular insurance broker. Now, I don’t know why we wouldn’t be able to know what the insurance broker found in regards to this particular company and others that would have probably tendered for the insurance. It’s extensive and a number of insurances, of course, but there are more than one broker, two by the way. I don’t know if we only use one broker for insurances, but there are brokers. 


I’ve used brokers over the years for community groups and organisations if I wasn’t happy with one broker or I wanted to get an idea of if we were getting the very best price we could get, did go to various other brokers as well. So with those comments, I will leave it at that and thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I rise to speak on item A, the Audit Committee report of 13 June 2019. For the benefit of some of the new Councillors in the Chamber, the report of the Audit Committee is presented to Council in line with the City of Brisbane Regulation. The Audit Committee review Council’s own internal audit report on operational risks and control measures. This can be seen in the report before us today, with the Audit Committee receiving reports from a number of people, including the CEO, the CFO and the Queensland Audit Office (QAO). 


Throughout the year, Council works with the Audit Committee and QAO to ensure we meet all our audit requirements, and I would note that we have a number of audit charters, both for internal audit and also for the Audit Committee itself. The establishment of an Audit Committee is a requirement of the City of Brisbane Regulation and Council has had an independent Audit Committee in place for at least 25 years since it became a requirement. Now, Council papers are released at least three days prior to Council meetings. 


Yet, every time there’s an Audit Committee report presented in this Chamber, Councillor CUMMING trips out the same story, and he’s joined by Councillor STRUNK today, which is great. He’s got a partner in crime there. Both of these Councillors sit on the Finance and Administration Committee and can ask questions when that audit report is presented. Now, in the past, that I’ve been a relatively recent arrival in the Chair’s position, but, in the past, where questions have been asked of my predecessor, Councillor ADAMS, she was quite happy to provide answers to questions that they raised. 


This is not some secretive committee, as they would like to position and I will talk a little bit more about the veracity and credibility of the activity that goes on within the Audit Committee shortly. But the information is there. If they’ve got any questions, ask them. Now, I’ve chaired perhaps five or six Finance and Administration Committee meetings. Not once have they chosen to answer a question.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
A point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
A point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

7/2019-20

At that juncture, Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON moved, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the Standing Rules be suspended to allow the moving of the following motion(
Appointing myself to the Audit Committee to ensure that there is bipartisan oversight.
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Thank you. 

Chair:
Can I remind you that the principal point of this presentation will be urgency. Thank you.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes. Thank you. I just feel this is an urgent matter, because Councillor ALLAN, who I’m sure is standing up in good faith, but he’s fairly new in this place as well, isn’t aware obviously of the statutory obligation to produce minutes. It is not something that this Council does out of fun, but there is a statutory obligation to produce minutes. The material we’ve been given today is more like an agenda. It is not minutes. It does not outline what has happened. It does not outline decisions. It does not outline recommendations and there is no information being provided of any detail or substance in these Audit Committee reports. 


That’s what’s been happening since the legislation was introduced, what, 10 years ago now, I think? I remember when it came in. It’s urgent that I be appointed to this committee. I’ve asked in this place and, I think, for the first couple of years, I asked to be invited to go along. I never got an invitation to go along. It’s a closed committee. We’re not invited. We, as Councillors, don’t get to see or hear about the discussions. We don’t get to see or hear the detailed minutes. We don’t get to see or hear the recommendations. 


We don’t get to see or hear the decisions and we certainly don’t get to see or hear any of the complex financial issues that this Council is dealing with. This is a secretive committee and the only way the most essential way and the urgent way in which we can open it up for scrutiny is to appoint Councillors to it, so there is some oversight of what is happening. I urge all Councillors to support the motion.

The Chair submitted the motion for the suspension of the Standing Rules to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.

Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Peter CUMMING immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 7 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON.
NOES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES. 
Chair:
Councillor ALLAN, please continue.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Now, at the risk of quashing Councillor JOHNSTON’s ambitions to sit on this committee, surprise-surprise, it’s an independent committee. It’s not their—Councillors aren’t represented on the committee. There’s no intention that Councillors will sit on the committee so, in the meantime, her aspirations will have to go unsatisfied. Perhaps there’s some discussion she needs to have with Councillor STRUNK and Councillor CUMMING to perhaps hold them to account a bit more on this particular issue. But at any rate, it’s a committee that is comprised—

Councillor interjecting.

Councillor ALLAN:
At the Audit Committee meetings, we obviously have the committee members themselves there, all reputable, capable people, senior managers present at the committee, as I’ve mentioned. In particular instances, officers will present at that particular committee. Of course, we have representatives of the Queensland Audit Office there, who provide a degree of input to the process as well. I would note that we have a very good and long-term working relationship with the QAO. Over recent years, we’ve had unmodified audit reports. 


So it’s clear that the QAO who are actively involved in our audit process are satisfied with the level of oversight that this committee provides and that Council is managing all the risks and operational issues that a Council of this size needs to address. Now, if you turn to the audit report itself, it gives a pretty clear overview of who the members are of the Audit Committee, who was present. It gives a really good overview of the management representatives who were in the room. 


All of those people hold senior roles within the organisation in key areas, including obviously finance and assurance services. We have external audit representatives there, as I mentioned, from QAO, also very capable and knowledgeable people and then we also have a range of our senior staffers, who present to the committee at various points in time. So to suggest that the committee and the particular Audit Committee isn’t doing its job is, I believe, total nonsense. If you go through the report itself, there’s a clear summary of the various points that are raised. 


First off here, Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial Officer, on to the external audit input, feedback from the Chief Internal Auditor. Further on, discovery, recovery update and then finally the financial delegations update. So there is quite a significant amount of information in that particular report. Over time, we’ve actually extended the amount of information in here. There’s plenty of items in here where Councillor CUMMING or Councillor STRUNK, if they had the inclination, could ask a question, but as I’ve noted, none have been forthcoming. 


So, at the moment, the ploy is purely to play politics with this, trotting the same story, quarter after quarter, and run the same line. It’s vacuous, it’s unfounded. The report provides all the information that would reasonably be required and certainly if they’ve got any questions, then they need to ask it through the appropriate channels. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor COOPER.

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, I rise to speak to item C of the report. Now, I think Councillor CUMMING said he had sought details on contract 2. I think Councillor STRUNK was—looking at my notes—raised some questions about contract number 1 and contract number 4, so I’m happy to provide details with respect to those particular enquiries. Okay. So with the contract number, let’s do Councillor CUMMING first, shall we? Okay. So he had asked about contract 2, which is the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk Lookout scour protection repairs.


That was awarded to Envirostruct Services Pty Ltd, a contract of $287,260. They achieved the highest value for money, VFM, of 29. They were an alternative offer. So what is this contract all about? Because I want to make sure Councillor CUMMING is fully across this one. It is about carrying out scour protection repairs to the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk Lookout. The lookout is located perpendicular to the Riverwalk and is comprised of approximately 25 metres of fixed walkway, over water, with a shelter located at the river end. 


The structure is composed of timber decking on steel floor frame with precast concrete headstock beams founded on square precast concrete driven piles. The structure is supported on a grid of 15 concrete piles. During a level 3 structural inspection, localised cracking around the pile to headstock interface was observed at the end of the grid. Due to the position of the lookout structure into the river and the length of piles extending approximately 10 metres above the riverbed, the piles are subject to reasonably high forces being transferred to the headstock. 


An underwater scour inspection was undertaken around the existing piles as scouring or erosion around piles has the potential to reduce the structural capacity. So I think that’s pretty clear that the officers have been undertaking, as they would, very clearly investigating and making sure that this infrastructure was up to standard. So the investigation found that works would be required to reinstate the structural integrity through placement of rock armour. 


So Arup Pty Ltd were engaged to prepare technical specifications that set out the minimum requirement for the construction materials and engineering works methodology for the works. So there was a lot of due diligence that was put into place to prepare for the awarding of this tender. So with respect to this particular contract that was awarded, it is an alternative offer. So this alternative offer from Envirostruct Services Pty Ltd achieved the highest value for money and lowest comparative tender price. Tenderers were invited to submit an alternate offer in addition to a conforming offer.


So they submitted a conforming offer. They also had the opportunity to submit an alternative. If they had, but they of course had to demonstrate that the alternative tender could achieve the project objectives and offer Council better value for money, which seems to be a very logical and sensible step by the officers. The reference design limits of scour protection is approximately 27 metres by 16 metres and extends 4.5 metres out from the location of the piles. 


The alternate tender design limits of scour protection is two metres out from the location of the piles and will achieve the outcome of the reference design. This change to the reference design will be certified by the tenderer’s Registered Professional Engineer of Queensland Engineer, so RPEQ will sign off on this to make sure it is fully in accordance with the expectations of Council. The reduction in the limits of work significantly reduced the lump sum offer due to the reduction of materials and use of plant and equipment. So the work is now complete. It achieved practical completion on 1 July this year. 


So hopefully that’s enough detail for Councillor CUMMING. He looks like he’s asleep, Mr Chair. I think perhaps that was a little bit too much detail for Councillor CUMMING. But I am not going to leave that challenge to not provide sufficient detail. I make sure I provide every bit of detail I possibly can for him. Now, we had Councillor STRUNK also would like some detail with respect to contract number one, so that is the contract for anchorage painting at Walter Taylor Bridge, a very much beloved bridge in our city. So it’s, of course, a vital link in our road network. 


It was constructed in the early 1930s and it is one of three heritage-listed cross‑river bridges in the city. The bridge structure comprises of a truss supported by suspension cables anchored into large mass concrete blocks buried below ground. In 2016, a level 2 bridge inspection identified significant corrosion in the suspension cable anchorage points below the ground surface. Funding was allocated for the necessary rehabilitation of the anchorage coating system to prevent continuous corrosion. 


So the two anchorages on the Indooroopilly approach of the bridge were repainted under this contract. In February 2019, GHD Pty Ltd coating specialists were engaged to develop a coating specification for the bridge anchorage points and the successful tenderer for this contract had to comply with the GHD specifications. So I think that Councillor STRUNK suggested there was a 40% variation with the awarding to McElligott Partners Pty Ltd. They achieved the highest value for money and he was questioning as to why that was the case. 


So the successful tenderer achieved the highest value for money. The lowest price tenderer did not score as highly on its non-price criteria, due to various concerns relating to site-specific methodology, including traffic and quality management, safety around lead-based contaminated environment and the work program, which did not appear to be realistic compared with that of the successful tenderer. So the contract was awarded. It was delivered on time and within budget and practical completion was reached on 21 June 2019. 


So the officers assessed those criteria and that is why the contract was awarded to McElligott Partners Pty Ltd. He also had a question in relation to number 4. I hope I’ve got enough time, Mr Chair, to provide detail. So that was the installation of LED luminaires, so that’s package 2. That was awarded to Aus Air Electrical Pty Ltd, contract of $256,034. It achieved the highest value for money of 33.6. 


So they are very much delivering on something that we have talked about in this Chamber, where we have committed to converting our Council-owned non-LED lights located within parks and on bikeways to new, energy-efficient LED lights, which will last longer and ultimately be cheaper and provide a great benefit to our community for much safer environments for them to utilise in the evening. So the aim of the energy efficient lights for Brisbane project is to convert an estimated, well, more than 5,000 existing lights to LEDs over the next three financial years. 


I think Councillor STRUNK suggested there was a 20% variance in terms of the nearest tenderer. So the successful tenderer achieved the highest value for the money and second-lowest comparable tender price. The lowest priced tenderer achieved a lower value for money than the successful tenderer. This was largely due to its lower non-price score for key personnel, so making sure that they were people that Council deemed—who were able to undertake this work. Delivery methodology, capacity and track record, which was not as strong as the successful tenderer. 


So the contractor has commenced mobilisation, did that on 3 June this year. Works are ahead of schedule, with an expected completion date of end of October this year. So I think it’s clear that the officers very carefully considered this work before they were able—before they were seeking to award that contract, so it’s, I think, a very beneficial contract. 


It’s very much about keeping our city clean, green and sustainable, which, of course, the LORD MAYOR is very passionate about, and making sure that we reduce the consumption of energy, because it’s an estimate of a reduction in public lighting energy consumption of up to 60%, so a very significant reduction. 


It really is something that I think will, of course, reduce our overall carbon emissions and it is very much an important component of the work that we are doing to achieve carbon neutrality, which is, of course, very near and dear to our heart as an organisation and, of course, the LORD MAYOR and everyone in this Chamber would be extremely passionate about achieving these sorts of outcomes. 


So, of course, in addition to reducing energy and the associated greenhouse gas emissions, the longer life of LED lighting technology should reduce maintenance costs, and it also means that we can do more work, because we have greater resources to undertake that work. So it is about public safety. It is about responsibility. It is about maintaining our clean, green—
Chair:
Councillor COOPER, your time has expired. 

Councillor COOPER:
Thank you so much, Mr Chair.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you.

Chair:
Sorry, DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. I stand to speak on item F on the Indooroopilly Riverwalk and the significant contracting plan for the Riverwalk. Let’s start, first of all, by making this very clear. This is not the project that came to Council last year or the year before. This is a totally different project now. We’ve been out to consultation with the community and this is now a riverwalk. The very early estimations of a $7 million project was a land-based solution, not suitable. Radnor Street is a very windy, very hilly, low site. I know it extremely well after 19 years of travelling from the southside to the western suburbs for work. It is not a site that you want to put—

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
There is not a site that you want to put bikeways onto that road in any way, Mr Berkman, Member for Maiwar, not a suitable outcome whatsoever. We went out to the community. We consulted and it came back to the riverwalk option. 


Of course then stage 1 and stage 2 coming together to not only get a better price for the construction of a riverwalk, something that is obviously very complex in the water, but to get it all done at once, so we do get that absolute added benefit, for, surprisingly, the Councillor for Tennyson who, unfortunately didn’t take my question because I absolutely cannot understand the diatribe around steps and not being able to access her ward. 


But we’ll deal with that in a moment. This is actually about a new active travel option that is going to give an absolutely safer and alternative corridor for people to get along Radnor Street actively. It is not safe to walk along the road there and it’s definitely not safe to put a bikeway along that. It’s going to be 790 metres of high quality, connected, accessible riverwalk and pathways from Twigg Street right through the Witton Barracks, along Radnor Street and out the other end near Witton Street, five metre wide, separated cyclists and pedestrian facilities. 


A dedicated pedestrian connection to Riverview Terrace. An important upgrade to the Foxton Street and Radnor Street intersection, which is a known conflict point, which will make it safer for all road users. The important thing to note here, that this is a link. This is a link that is identified as a principal cycle route on the State Government’s principal cycle network plan. At the moment—

Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
At the moment, there are low numbers of cyclists along that area and I don’t blame them, but the opportunities that the people from the western suburbs, and not let’s forget a very large school, Ambrose Treacy College, at the end of this walkway. Their access to the southside of the river to the train station through to the University of Queensland, this is a priority A route for TMR (Department of Transport and Main Roads). That is what their mapping shows and here we are delivering it. We hear nothing but sniping from those in opposition when we are trying to deliver it. 


This is a future plan to—this is a plan that will future-proof the connection to the western and south-western suburbs, to the University of Queensland and the Western Freeway Bikeway as well. This services many suburbs and wards on the northern side of the river and, of course, Tennyson as well through to the suburbs on the southern side the river as well, and has been enthusiastically welcomed by the community and the local bike users group. Let’s go through some of the issues we have here. First of all, there was a comment that they have never seen such high contingency. 


This is a big blowout. This cost of this bikeway in this SCP (significant contracting plan) that we see here is totally reasonable and priced, based on not a footpath that is delivered in the suburbs on the side of the road, but compared to our New Farm Riverwalk and our City Botanic Riverwalk, this is a comparable price, but we do need to remember here that this is an area of the river that is very prone to flooding—very prone to flooding and so there is a lot more complexities. Yes, it does need to be built from the southern side of the river on barges and contrary to what Councillor JOHNSTON’s beliefs, people don’t cross the river and go oh I’m now in Tennyson Ward—I can’t use anything that’s over in the Walter Taylor Ward. 


People in Tennyson Ward are going to love this connection through and over to the Indooroopilly hub, absolutely going to love it. Again, didn’t actually answer my—didn’t take my question to find out what staircase is she talking about, there is a bike ramp down from Jack Pesch Bridge that goes down to Wharf Street. There is a bikeway, there is a segregated bike path at Rosebery Terrace that leads onto a bikeway at Oxley Street. 


If she’s talking about Walter Taylor Bridge, the Walter Taylor Bridge we are trying to avoid for bikes. We have got 790 metres that now takes you through the Barracks or onto Jack Pesch or under Jack Pesch, a bikeway up onto Radnor Street or further on to Twigg Street. It is a pedestrian walk and a bikeway.


The pedestrians can decide to go on the steps or they can go on the bikeway. It is very, very clear and it is very clear that this is the delivery along the northern side of the river. Councillor JOHNSTON said none of her consultation was taken into account. Well, Councillor JOHNSTON’s consultation was upgrade my ward, upgrade my ward in this. That is not what this project is—this project is about—
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—the Indooroopilly Riverwalk.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
It is noted. 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I was talking about the feedback from the several times the officers spoke to Councillor JOHNSTON and all she talked about was what was happening in her ward for a project that was happening in the Walter Taylor Ward. It is a process that we go through on the high priorities and when it is a priority A route for the State Government, it’s a high priority for us. 


The LORD MAYOR has explained that all the easy links have been done. We are now left with the very complex, very expensive routes and we need to make sure that we will not only have the money in the budget, but we have the contingency. We know that there has been land slippages around this area. Councillor JOHNSTON knows about land slippages in riverfront, highly flood prone areas as she’s experienced in one of her key signature parks as well. 


We need to make sure that we budget for that. So that, Councillor CASSIDY, is why you see one of the highest contingencies in any project that you have seen. It is not taken for granted that this is not going to be a very significant project. 


We did go out and make sure that we talked to the community when we went out in May last year—Bikeway Stage 1 was the one that we were going out with, with a much lower price but with the community information sessions, the discussions with the community, the phone calls to the hotlines, the emails to the project emails, the 200 responses on online survey and the 5,000 letters that have been sent out to communicate this, it has come clear back from the community that an extended in the river and two stages together was the outcome that they would like to see and would be best serving the bicycle and pedestrian users in that area.


We have recently sent out an update Stage 1 and 2 to the local community to make sure that we are continuing to keep them in the loop of the next stages. Stage 1 Works was the first stage that we were looking at and we do have State approvals for the Stage 1 Works and for the temporary jetty. Those approvals are in place, we are ready to go. 


The legislative approval requirements for the now extended Stage 2 are currently in with the State Government. We don’t expect, famous last words, any hold up from the State Government since we’ve been through Stage 1, I think they understand the project and the importance of it.


This is all in accordance with our standard Council practice as well. I also talked about the geotech and the contingencies. The geotech has also been done and will be provided to the people, other tenderers in this process to make sure they are very aware of what they are putting forward as a proposal to us and the complexities that they may actually see in this as well.


So it’s very clear in the diagram here which has a legend that shows us the Riverwalk structure, the shared path, the pedestrian path which his stairs, Mr Chair, I’ll admit there is stairs there that are being upgraded, an option if you don’t want to use the shared path or you don’t want to use the Riverwalk structure but a bike can get from Twigg Street, Witton Road, along the Riverwalk, hop off at Foxton Street, hop off at the Witton Barracks or go across the Jack Pesch Bridge and then go down onto Wharf Street and then Oxley Road on bikeway, on bikeway—
Councillor interjecting.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Well, I’ll take the interjection from Councillor JOHNSTON, if they definitely can’t she should have had the spine to answer my question when she was speaking—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please do not—please cease interjection. 

Councillor SRI:
Point of order.

Chair:
You have opportunity to note your concerns and your misrepresentation afterwards. 

Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, just wondering if the Councillor will take a question.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Yes.

Chair:
Yes, she will take that.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, through you, thank for the indulgence. Just to clarify, what’s the approximate distance that a cyclist would have to carry their bike up the stairs if they were using that route and how will that impact the people with electric bikes or heavier bikes that are difficult to carry?

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I have not measured that distance because they are not required to carry a bike upstairs. There is a shared path clearly indicated on the map that gets them to Foxton Street off the Riverwalk. Bikes do not need to go on the path. We encourage them not to go on the path. We are committed to tackling traffic congestion, to getting people out of their cars and given the western suburbs and the southern suburbs a great connector to everything—
Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR, your time has expired.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
—that is more to see and do in this city on their bikes.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, you have a claim to be misrepresented. Can you please limit your concerns to the matter of misrepresentation please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. Councillor ADAMS need to check with the senior project manager about what I’ve been saying because clearly she doesn’t know. All of my comments today have been about the need for accessibility—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Yes, I think—I just am conscious, I’ll give you another moment to address the specific misrepresentation—

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, I know. Yes—
Chair:
—but this is not another opportunity for a debate, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
All of my comments in my speech today were about the need to improve accessibility to the southside and my concerns about the bike—the staircases—
Chair:
Okay.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—in the middle of the bikeway and that has been clearly misrepresented—
Chair:
Thank you, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
—by Councillor ADAMS.

Chair:
Alright, further speakers? 

Councillor BOURKE.

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks, Mr Chairman, and I’ll speak quietly because I don’t want to wake Councillor CUMMING up. Mr Chairman, I’m going to speak about items B, C, D, E and F this afternoon. Mr Chairman, starting off with item F, I know that residents in my ward, having spoken to the coordinator for the Brisbane West BUG (bicycle user group), are really excited about this project because this bikeway is a missing link in accessing the existing Centenary Bikeway, or Western Freeway Bikeway network, but also in getting over to St Peters, Brigidine, Indooroopilly High, the University of Queensland, Ambrose Treacy School. 


I guess it’s just sad that now that former Councillor Abrahams and former Councillor Flesser have left the Labor Party in this place, they’ve lost their passion for cyclists and bike infrastructure, Mr Chairman, because all we have heard from those opposite is attacking this project. This side of the Chamber has gotten on with the job of delivering bike infrastructure in the city, delivering important critical missing connections in the bike network, Mr Chairman, and this is another one of those. 


I know that it will make it safer for my residents in the western suburbs or in the south-western suburbs of Brisbane who are trying to access, Mr Chairman, through to some of those destinations.


Turning to the next item that I want to talk about, Mr Chairman, item C. Councillor CUMMING raised a couple of questions, Mr Chairman, about the contracts and tendering. On the way through, he decided that he’d have a little jab and little dig, Mr Chairman, at me personally as he likes to do. 


The interesting thing I guess, Mr Chairman, is that you know if I didn’t know he’d listened in the budget information sessions that we had in this place, he would have had the answers to both of these questions. If he and his colleagues didn’t ask me the same question on two different topics three times, he would have had the answers to these questions again, Mr Chairman, because these are two very important projects that are being delivered through my part of Council. 


So an update to the Virtual Brisbane Mapping, this is an initiative of this side of the Chamber where we brought in Virtual Brisbane. This is 3D mapping of the development and the growth of the city so that we can better inform residents and better inform ourselves about making planning decisions particularly in the city frame in the CBD, Mr Chairman, and this is the next update to that mapping so that it is current, so that it is informed, so that it is able to be used to the best of its advantage to make sure that we’re making appropriate planning decisions for the residents of Brisbane.


The City Plan Management Solutions is a replacement of the existing ePlan. So I remember, Mr Chairman, when the Labor Party were in charge of this place and they had their planning processes and everything used to be in two big blue folders. That was the City Plan, Mr Chairman, was two big blue folders and week in, week out we would get these new updates—we would get these updates printed out, posted out to us for us to dutifully put into the folders. 


Therefore, we took the step as an Administration to help make it easier for people to understand planning by putting the City Plan online and back in 2014, we procured a system to do that. Technological changes now mean that there is much more interactive, much more accessible platforms available when it comes to providing information around planning documents and we are moving to upgrade and update our ePlan, Mr Chairman. 


This was all answered though in the budget information sessions and Councillor CUMMING was there. He could have taken this information on board, Mr Chairman, but maybe he’s just a part-time Leader of the Opposition. You know Councillor CASSIDY’s really running the show. 


Councillor CUMMING is busy knocking down character houses, Mr Chairman, so he can re-develop them because that gets me to the next item that I want to talk about which is when Councillor CASSIDY talking about items D and E said that they are very strong—the Labor Party were very strong on protecting character of the city except when Councillor CUMMING wants to knock down the character house that he owns.


They’ve been calling for it since 2014, sorry since 2016, I don’t want to misquote Councillor Cassidy—well this Administration is the one who through our City Plan in 2014 brought in character protection for pre-1911 homes, Mr Chairman. We are the ones who have tightened the character protections. We are the ones who have gone out and undertaken a consultation and engagement exercise with the residents of Brisbane through our character design forum, Mr Chairman, and are now doing the next step. 


We’re bringing in a guideline and then bringing in planning amendments to tighten even more the protections for character homes. So when the Labor Party stands up and tries to put forward this myth and this front like they do on so many issues, I know they’re going to do it later this afternoon or tonight on climate change. They’ve tried it on public transport in this place, Mr Chairman. They’ve tried it on bikeways. 


When they try to put up this front that they’re the ones who want to protect character and heritage, well all it is a front, Mr Chairman, because they’ve never done it when they’ve had the chance. They’ve never supported it when someone else has wanted to do it. All they’ve done is criticise and never put forward a plan of their own, Mr Chairman. 


We on this side of the Chamber are the best friends of character and heritage in this city because we’ve done more as an Administration to protect more buildings, more properties with tighter planning controls than any previous administration in the history of this city, Mr Chairman. 


So item D, which is the temporary local planning instrument, is putting in place an ongoing protection for homes that sit inside major amendment F which is item E on the agenda today. Major amendment F includes a number of items including the civic vistas, Mr Chairman, as well as the existing houses that I mentioned before that are heritage houses that are being listed. It also includes a number of adjoining sites, Mr Chairman, and this has gone through public consultation. 


So the Council made its first pass at this. We have then gone to a first State interest check. It has gone out for public consultation earlier this year, Mr Chairman. We’ve considered those submissions and we have brought this matter back to Council today for it now to go if it’s endorsed this afternoon by Council to go to the State for a second State interest check, Mr Chairman. 


The thing is that we need to make sure that we still have the protection on the properties that are heritage or pre-1911s and that is why the Temporary Local Planning Instrument, Mr Chairman, sits with this to protect those pre-1911 homes and we will now be seeking an endorsement from the State around this TLPI as well.


If we don’t move the TLPI at the same time we bring through major amendment F, Mr Chairman, the TLPI, as other speakers have said, will lapse and then those homes would lose their protection under the current Temporary Local Planning Instrument. So we are dealing with both items together here today, Mr Chairman. I would just encourage that all Councillors in this place would be supportive of both item E and item D. 


Turning to item B, Mr Chairman, this is the resumption of property at the intersection of Riverhills Road and Eumong Street intersection at Middle Park. Now the really interesting history with this site, Mr Chairman, was that it was actually the former Labor administration that approved the development of the shopping centre that sits at this particular intersection that we’re now resuming the land of. 


At the time, the Planning Chair, Councillor David Hinchliffe, when the application went through, did not put in place the right intersection conditions as a condition of that DA to deal with the traffic flow that goes through this intersection after the re-development of the shopping centre. 


So there have been numerous issues with this intersection, multiple representations from my local residents about the safety of this particular intersection as well as accidents, incidents with pedestrians nearly being cleaned up at the intersection as well as numerous near misses, Mr Chairman. 


So I was really pleased back in 2016 at the election where we committed to actually upgrade this intersection and make it safer for everyone who uses that particular part of the world. Encouraging people to walk to the shops is something that this Administration holds dear. So this will actually provide better pedestrian facilities, Mr Chairman, by providing two pedestrian crossings where there wasn’t even previously one when the previous Councillor and Councillor Hinchliffe oversaw the approval of this development application on this particular site. 


So we’re putting in a roundabout. I went to my residents, they told me they did not want signalisation of this intersection. They told me that they would prefer a roundabout to help manage the traffic flow at this particular location but it also by putting in a roundabout provides the opportunity to have two pedestrian crossings away from the roundabout as well as making sure that there’s safe entry and exit from the side street which is Eumong Street. 


Also, Mr Chairman, it slows down traffic on Riverhills Road in this particular part of the world which is a good thing because we have a number of uses in that area—there is two churches close by, there is the shopping centre and it is also a major connector for people wishing to walk and access Peter Lightfoot Oval. This particular intersection connects the main part of Middle Park through the shopping centre down to the large parcel of green space which is Peter Lightfoot Oval. 


It is flat, it is an easy walkable route and I have a number of residents who use it as part of their daily exercise route and it has quite a high volume of pedestrians that actually come through this particular part of the world, Mr Chairman. So it’s really great that we’ve been able to proceed with this. Works have commenced. I understand the resumption process has been ongoing for some time, but the works have commenced and now residents—
Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, your time has expired. 

Further speakers?
Councillor BOURKE:
Thank you, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak really briefly on items B, C and F and for the benefit of people in the public gallery, we’re still at item 5 in the agenda and the notified motions are at item 8 FYI.

Just really briefly on item B, I was surprised to find myself that I wasn’t strongly opposed to this particular intersection upgrade which is a rare change in this Chamber for me but I actually think it’s quite positive to see the Administration using roundabouts which do help to slow down traffic and create a calmer road environment rather than more expensive traffic light focused projects.


I do just want to note and reiterate previous advice I’ve given in this place that the kind of pedestrian crossings Council is using aren’t super accessible for people with impaired vision and impaired mobility and it would be better to see zebra crossings used on these sorts of locations rather than just the pedestrian refuge islands. I’d be interested to know why zebra crossings weren’t possible at this particular location. I’d also be interested to hear a bit more about why there don’t seem to be any dedicated bike lanes included through this roundabout. 


That’s obviously a big safety concern for cyclists passing through roundabouts and if this Administration is genuinely committed to improving cycling safety, I’d like to understand why that’s sort of—why there is no apparent serious attempt to improve cycling safety through this intersection. In general, I’m quite supportive of the item and I think it’s going to improve that area compared to what’s there currently. 


Turning briefly to item C, I’ve made comments many times about my concerns about outsourcing of Council contracts. I think farming out these sorts of jobs to the private sector who often add on significant profit margins is not a particularly efficient use of resources and I’d much rather see Council completing more of these works inhouse and hiring people and giving them job security rather than endlessly outsourcing and privatising core Council business.


Just really quickly on item F, I actually think the riverwalk is a really cool thing. I think it’s great that the Council is spending the money to build that riverwalk. I am however unconvinced that it’s a particularly high priority. I’ll be supporting it because I think it’s good infrastructure that ought to happen but in terms of the list of bikeway projects across the city that this Council should be funding, this one is way, way down. 


The idea that we only—this LNP administration only spends $25 million a year city-wide on bikeway projects and they’re going to sink $58 million on this one project is really disappointing. I think if Council is committed to the riverwalk, they should allocate money for that purpose for a riverwalk and save the bikeway’s money for so many other projects across the city that really, really need it. 


I think Councillor ADAMS is right to point out that looking at currently cyclist volumes is an indicator of future cyclist volumes isn’t the best approach because obviously we know that more cyclists will use this infrastructure once it’s in place but by the same token, there are many other intersections and roads throughout Brisbane that already have very high cyclist volumes and would also see a significant increase in cyclist patronage if we spent the money there too.


So I reject that suggestion that we have to choose between one and the other. I think we have enough money to pay for a whole range of upgrades. I think we should be increasing our budget for bikeways substantially each year. I also think that this particular area could have been addressed much more cheaply simply by taking space away from cars along that Radnor Road link. 


I think it would have been much more sensible and cost effective to develop an on‑road solution even if that meant de-prioritising cars and creating more space for pedestrians and bikes. So I’m very disappointed that Council has chosen such an expensive way forward, I think there were cheaper solutions and viable solutions out there if the Council was willing to de-prioritise cars but far be it for me to stand in the way of a riverwalk project that I think will improve active travel connectivity in that area. 


I just want to finally say to the LORD MAYOR and to the other—the relevant Council Chair, Councillor ADAMS, if you can find $58 million to complete this riverwalk in an area that has frankly pretty low patronage compared to many parts of the city, the excuses that you continue to make about not being able to deliver the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk which is only a few short sections between East Brisbane and Kangaroo Point is really hypocritical and inconsistent. 


Why is it that you can find the money for this riverwalk but not deliver a much shorter and cheaper and simpler project to cater for a much higher volume of cyclists and pedestrians between Kangaroo Point and East Brisbane. There are literally thousands of people living in that neighbourhood who would use that riverwalk to access ferry services et cetera and the fact that you’re not funding that but funding this one—
Chair:
Councillor SRI—
Councillor SRI:
—is deeply concerning.

Chair:
Councillor SRI, while I appreciate you making a comparison—
Councillor SRI:
Sure.

Chair:
—you’ve spent a great deal of time on that—
Councillor SRI:
Yeah, I won’t labour the point. Thanks.

Chair:
Thanks.

Councillor SRI:
That’s really all I had to say on the matter but just that I’m concerned in general about the process we’re taking in terms of prioritising bikeway projects. It would be nice to see the Council actually publish a citywide list of all the projects it’s identified as necessary so then we can have an open and constructive debate about which ones are the highest priorities. I know there must be a long list somewhere sitting in someone’s desk or sitting on someone’s computer that says these are the projects that we need to undertake that ranks them according to notional priority. 


I’d be very, very surprised to learn that this one is at the top because although I think it will improve connectivity in that area, I can’t see how it is anywhere near as important as so many of the other cycling projects that we need in this city. I’m thinking particularly of the need for Vulture Street bike lanes, I’m thinking particularly of that East Brisbane Riverwalk project but also of the need for a grid of bike lanes in the CBD. Those are much higher priorities, but I say again that this Council should be spending much more on bikeways in general and that we don’t need to rob Peter to pay Paul.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor MACKAY. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Chairman, I rise to speak on item F, the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. First, I acknowledge the space for cycling enthusiasts in the gallery. Thanks for coming. I share your passion for cycling—
Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, through the Chair please.

Councillor MACKAY:
Thank you, Chair. Chris Cox, the convener of the Brisbane West Bicycle User Group emailed me yesterday expressing his support for the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. He wrote: ‘Dear James and team, thank you for your continued support for the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. I was hoping it would be a marquee project that would proceed without any political obstructionism, but we all know what’s happened here.’ 


Chris goes on to talk about the nice discussions that we’ve had previously and we have spoken at great length about improving cycle infrastructure including opening up the southside with the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. So I know some people have raised concerns about how this Indooroopilly Riverwalk doesn’t cater for the needs of the southside. 


So I referred to the map that the Council officers showed me just to check—it just didn’t seem right. No, there it was, you can get all the way from near the Indooroopilly Canoe Club along the river underneath the Jack Pesch Bridge around the loop, across the Jack Pesch Bridge and down into the southside. 


So we see there that the southside is well catered. It doesn’t matter which side of the Walter Taylor Bridge you’re on, if you happen to be on the southside of the river, on the southside of the bridge, you simply need to ride your bike underneath the Walter Taylor Bridge and back over the river, easy. Access to Honour Avenue, access to Oxley Road.


The next thing that we spoke about, Chris Cox and I spoke about, was the stairs. Stairs in a bikeway—it just doesn’t seem that that would happen does it but some people have written an email that says a staircase in the middle of a bikeway—I despair for you. What stairs in a bikeway? Again, I referenced my map—all the way—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order to you Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor MACKAY take a question?

Councillor MACKAY:
Yes, I will.

Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, will you? Yes, he will take a question.

Councillor SRI:
Is Councillor MACKAY aware that the primary bikeway through Kangaroo—
Councillor MACKAY:
Please speak up.

Councillor SRI:
Is the Councillor aware that a primary bikeway through Kangaroo Point underneath the Story Bridge has multiple staircases?

Councillor MACKAY:
I’m going to stick to the Indooroopilly Bikeway here which that was what we were—the comment was in reference to.

Chair:
Please proceed, yes.

Councillor MACKAY:
So I thought to myself, I’ll refer to the map looking at this new bikeway. So it goes all the way along parallel pretty much to the bank of Radnor Street, cutting out that very dangerous stretch of road where two cars struggle to pass sometimes. Then you go through a little bit which is a shared path back onto the dedicated bikeway and then you come around up past what we call the old mess hall and then you can either turn left or right onto the bikeway. So you can go right towards Lambert Road, no steps, or left, Jack Pesch Bridge, no steps.


Then I thought people have raised this with me twice now. I might just go and do a site visit, Chair. So I went out there on Sunday afternoon, I parked my car on the southside of the river and I started hunting for stairs on a bikeway. Couldn’t find any, I walked all the way across the bridge, no couldn’t see them, went back to the southside, I know I shouldn’t have probably been walking on the bikeway but I was looking for stairs but I was following the bikeway and I couldn’t find any stairs, Chair, they just weren’t there. 


Then I went to the other side of the bridge and I found some stairs on the pedestrian pathway. That’s not a bikeway—that’s a pedestrian pathway—a footpath as they call it. So I went back down to the northside looking for more stairs and I came across the shared path near the upgrade to Foxton Street/Radnor Street intersection. Maybe there are stairs? No, the shared path doesn’t have stairs—
Councillors interjecting.

Chair:
Councillors will be heard in silence please.

Councillor MACKAY:
It’s a good piece of infrastructure there, no stairs. It’s suitable for bikes. The pedestrian area might have stairs and but we’re talking about a bikeway here. Then across my desk came an email—it was a savage response to Councillor JOHNSTON. 


It was the former CEO of Bicycle Queensland who said, ‘For my part, one of the biggest challenges in my time as CEO of Bicycle Queensland was arbitrating the regressive, caustic and openly hostile approach taken by some in the community to the work underway to transition towards active and healthy travel. Your email is yet another example of the destructive politicisation of the community building process.’ 


Hang on there’s more—’the Indooroopilly Riverwalk project is a very worthwhile investment in gold-plated cycling infrastructure. It will deliver significant public benefit and continues a slow shift in priority towards cycling’—you ready—’as a solution to congestion getting more people out of cars and enjoying Brisbane’s river paths.’ Of course, that was a response to Councillor’s JOHNSTON’s email in which she said a staircase in the middle of a bikeway I despair for you. 

The next bit I need to talk to you about is the viewing platform, Chair. The viewing platform as I referred to my map faces beautifully north up the river. So when it’s complete you’ll be able to stand on the viewing platform and gaze at the beautiful sunsets across the heritage listed Walter Taylor Bridge. I thought okay, maybe there’s some credence or validity to a claim that it’s staring into people’s backyards. So I went down and I thought well that’s about where the viewing platform would be. Can I stare into backyards? No. I can’t even count how many houses there are because it’s so far away. We’re not staring into backyards. We’re staring at a heritage listed bridge.


Then I thought about accessibility which brings us back to stairs. How good is this riverwalk for people with accessibility needs; prams and wheelchairs for instance? Do you think you can walk along Radnor Street, Chair, near the Indooroopilly Canoe Club up to the Walter Taylor Bridge? You can walk it but it’s a pretty bumpy old footpath and it would be a tight fit for two wheelchairs passing at once. So doesn’t this Indooroopilly Riverwalk bring great accessibility options for the people who need it. That’s a great outcome.


Then I need to talk about the former mess hall in the Witton Barracks. This building was built in about 1960 and I had a meeting yesterday with what’s being called the Brisbane West History Group made up of different history groups in the area, and they all agreed that mess hall plays no—serves no historical significance to Brisbane. They’re happy, prepared to see it go because they know that the Indooroopilly Riverwalk provides immensely valuable infrastructure. 


Then I spoke to the president of the Indooroopilly Canoe Club. Hey, tell me what your concerns are; tell me how you’ll be impacted. Well, James, he said, I’ve got to be honest we’re not stoked about having construction come near our canoe club, but we know this is for the good and it will be a good outcome. He’s very happy about it. He’s getting some good stuff for his club too. So the member of the Indooroopilly Canoe Club will benefit because of the Indooroopilly Riverwalk. It’s very helpful for all of the local community.


The hundreds of students who go to Ambrose Treacy College and need to traverse up to Indooroopilly Shoppingtown or Indooroopilly Station will also benefit from this riverwalk, Chair, because this is about, at minimum, a five metre platform. 3.35 metres of it is dedicated for bikes; 3.35 metres minimum. So that leaves great passing room for pedestrians and bikes.


Chair, if you know the New Farm Riverwalk you’ll know that it’s similar to that and the room down there is enough for bikes, pedestrians, accessibility devices to all pass at once. So it’s a very helpful piece of infrastructure for that.


So with that, I wrap up and say well done to this administration for providing infrastructure that leads to congestion-busting initiatives. Thank you, Chair.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being no further speaker, LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and thank you to the Councillors who participated in the discussion on these various items. I will say, in particular, in relation to the Indooroopilly Riverwalk, it is thoroughly disappointing the debate that is being put forward by those on the opposite side of the Chamber on this important project. It is, particularly from Councillors that claim to support active travel, but when they have the opportunity to play politics then they snipe and they fall into the trap of claiming that this is way too expensive, when in reality the cost is comparable to the New Farm Riverwalk, as I mentioned. 


That is accepted all around the city as a great asset. Whether you are a local in New Farm or whether you’re from other parts of Brisbane, that is an asset that is much-loved and well-used, is an asset that helps create a healthier, more active city, is an asset that helps reduce traffic congestion and ticks a whole number of boxes when it comes to creating a liveable city.


So for political purposes to take a snipe at this kind of infrastructure—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
You were quite strict with me about restricting my ability to comment on the Kangaroo Point Riverwalk and I’d ask that you adopt the same approach to the Mayor.

Chair:
Oh in these reports the LORD MAYOR—there’s more leniency to the LORD MAYOR in the presentation. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Thank you. Simply, it is a very relevant thing because it is a similar piece of infrastructure and when people are commenting on the price it is totally relevant to mention the New Farm Riverwalk.


So it is disappointing, as I said, but unfortunately once again not particularly unexpected. Look I understand that Councillor SRI believes that the only high priority projects are in The Gabba Ward. He has the right to hold that view as a local Councillor—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
Claim’s noted. 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
—but we know that his focus is very much on that local community he represents, as we would expect, but this is about providing high quality infrastructure to other parts of the city as well, and there is very good reasons for that.


I did briefly want to just make a quick mention of an issue that came up earlier in the meeting, and with your forbearance, Mr Chair, I did want to quickly read out a statement from Councillor MACKAY. This statement is, and I quote: I can categorically state that I have received no financial benefit from Council contracts since I have been a Councillor. To avoid any doubt I will today refer the matter to the CCC for their consideration.


So that relates to an issue that was raised earlier in this meeting, and I just wanted to make sure that was placed on the record, Mr Chairman, for everyone to be aware of.

Chair:
Councillor SRI you have a misrepresentation. Can you please keep your comments to the misrepresentation at hand?
Councillor SRI:
Thanks. I’m not suggesting that there are no priorities outside The Gabba Ward and I do acknowledge that this project is worth funding. I’m just saying it’s not the highest priority.

Chair:
Alright, now this report was taken for voting purposes in a range of seriatim pieces. 
Clauses A and F put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clauses A and F of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Peter CUMMING and Jared CASSIDY immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 21 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Jonathan SRI.
NOES: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK. 
ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON
Councillor CUMMING:
Mr Chair—
Chair:
Yes, Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you. I’ll be absenting myself for this vote.

Chair:
Thank you. 
Councillor Peter CUMMING, having previously declared a perceived Material Personal Interest in Clause C retired from the meeting room and associated places. 
Clause C put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause C of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jared CASSIDY and Kara COOK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 21 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, Peter MATIC, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Nicole JOHNSTON. 
NOES: 1 -

Councillor Jonathan SRI. 
ABSTENTIONS: 4 -
Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS and Charles STRUNK. 
Chair:
Can someone please bring Councillor CUMMING back to the room?


Councillor CUMMING, for your interests and the interests of the room, there was legal advice provided to this Chamber on 28 August 2018 dealing directly with the matter that you raised, and you can read that in the tabled documents on our right.

Clauses B, D and E put

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion for the adoption of Clause B, D and E of the report of the Establishment and Coordination Committee was declared carried on the voices.
The report read as follows(
A
REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 13 JUNE 2019


109/695/586/6-02
8/2019-20
1.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

2.
Section 201 of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 requires that as soon as practicable after a meeting of the Audit Committee, Council must be given a written report about the matters reviewed at the meeting and the Audit Committee’s recommendations about the matters. 

3.
The Chief Executive Officer is to present the report mentioned in section 201(1)(c) at the next meeting of Council.

4.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

5.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL NOTE THE REPORT OF THE AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING ON 13 JUNE 2019, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, submitted on file.
ADOPTED

B
RIVERHILLS ROAD AND EUMONG STREET INTERSECTION UPGRADE PROJECT – PROPERTY RESUMPTION


112/20/439/534

9/2019-20
6.
The Executive Manager, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the information below.

7.
The intersection at Riverhills Road, Eumong Street and the Park Village Shopping Centre entrance at Middle Park has been identified as a location that requires safety improvements to improve traffic flow efficiency and cater for existing and future demands.

8.
The Riverhills Road and Eumong Street Intersection Upgrade project will improve safety and access for vehicles turning at this intersection and help cater for existing and future traffic demands. The installation of a new roundabout will better control vehicle movements through the intersection and new traffic islands, pedestrian refuges, footpaths and kerb ramps will improve pedestrian and cyclist safety. The new roundabout is shown on the plan at Attachment F (submitted on file).
9.
The project will involve:

-
installing a new roundabout

-
modifying existing traffic islands on Riverhills Road and installing new pedestrian refuges

-
installing new traffic islands on Eumong Street 

-
road resurfacing and line marking including installing yellow no-stopping lines near the intersection to improve sight lines and traffic flow

-
upgrading sections of new footpath and pedestrian kerb ramps

-
installing new kerb and channel

-
installing new LED street lighting.
10.
To facilitate the Riverhills Road and Eumong Street Intersection Upgrade project, it is necessary to acquire private land, listed in Attachment B (submitted on file) and shown highlighted yellow on the plan at Attachment C (submitted on file), under the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.
11.
On 29 October 2018, the Executive Manager, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, approved the issuing of Notices of Intention to Resume to acquire the land required for the project. Council issued the notices on 2 November 2018. 

12.
An objection was received from the owner (refer Attachment D, submitted on file). In response to the objection, negotiations resulted in the owner agreeing to proceed with the resumption on the following terms:

-
Council and the owner to enter into a Permit to Enter and Occupy the land to commence construction, prior to resumption, for a period of 90 days commencing on 15 May 2019 

-
Council to pay an advance against compensation in the amount of $70,000 for loss of land upon gazettal of the resumption 

-
further negotiations to finalise compensation in full and final settlement to occur post resumption and construction.

13.
The permit agreement was approved by the Executive Manager, City Projects Office, Brisbane Infrastructure, on 13 May 2019. A copy of the executed Permit to Enter and Occupy can be found at Attachment E (submitted on file).

14.
Upon completion of the formal resumption process, all interests in the resumed land are converted to a right to claim compensation, pursuant to the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967. 
15.
The Executive Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

16.
RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL APPROVE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Draft Resolution

DRAFT RESOLUTION TO RESUME PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR THE RIVERHILLS ROAD AND EUMONG STREET INTERSECTION UPGRADE PROJECT

(1)
As:

(i) on 2 November 2018, Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967, issued a Notice of Intention to Resume the privately owned land set out and identified in Attachment B (submitted on file) 
(ii) an objection in writing was received to the notice from the owner, as set out at Attachment D (submitted on file)
(iii) subsequent to the objection, Council has entered into an agreement with the property owner for the resumption to proceed, as set out at Attachment E (submitted on file),

then Council is of the opinion that: 
(i) the land described in Attachment B (submitted on file) is required for road purposes
(ii) it is necessary to take the said land.

(2)
Council approves City Legal, City Administration and Governance, making the required application for the approval of the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for the taking of the land and registered interests under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.

ADOPTED

C
CONTRACTS AND TENDERING – REPORT TO COUNCIL OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR MAY 2019

109/695/586/2-04

10/2019-20
17.
 The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

18.
Sections 238 and 239 of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 (the Act) provide that Council may delegate some of its powers. Those powers include the power to enter into contracts under section 242 of the Act.
19.
Council has previously delegated some powers to make, vary or discharge contracts for the procurement of goods, services or works. Council made these delegations to the Establishment and Coordination Committee and Chief Executive Officer.
20.
The City of Brisbane Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) was made pursuant to the Act. Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 of the Regulation provides that: (1) Council must, as soon as practicable after entering into a contract under this chapter worth $200,000 or more (exclusive of GST), publish relevant details of the contract on Council’s website; (2) the relevant details must be published under subsection (1) for a period of at least 12 months; and (3) also, if a person asks Council to give relevant details of a contract, Council must allow the person to inspect the relevant details at Council’s public office. ‘Relevant details’ is defined in Chapter 6, Part 4, section 227 as including: (a) the person with whom Council has entered into the contract; (b) the value of the contract; and (c) the purpose of the contract (e.g. the particular goods or services to be supplied under the contract).
21.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

22.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT COUNCIL NOTES THE REPORT OF CONTRACTS ACCEPTED BY DELEGATES FOR MAY 2019, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

	Details of Contracts Accepted by Delegates of Council for May 2019

	Contract number/contract purpose/successful tenderer/comparative tender price/value for money index (VFM) achieved
	Nature of arrangement/ estimated maximum expenditure
	Unsuccessful tenderers/VFM achieved
	Comparative tender price/s
	Delegate/

approval date/start date/term

	BRISBANE INFRASTRUCTURE
	
	
	
	

	1. Contract No. 520562

ANCHORAGE PAINTING AT WALTER TAYLOR BRIDGE

McElligott Partners Pty Ltd – $247,116

Achieved the highest VFM of 28.87
	Lump sum

$247,116
	Duratec Australia Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 24.86
	$169,610


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

14.05.2019

Start

14.05.2019

Term

Seven weeks

	2. Contract No. 531417

KANGAROO POINT RIVERWALK LOOKOUT SCOUR PROTECTION REPAIRS

Envirostruct Services Pty Ltd – $287,260

Achieved the highest VFM of 29

(Alternative offer)
	Lump sum

$287,260
	Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 12.3

(Conforming offer)

Envirostruct Services Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 17.3

(Conforming offer)
	$581,777

$482,929
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

14.05.2019

Start

15.05.2019

Term

Seven weeks

	3. Contract No. 531691

WAKERLEY DISTRICT SPORTS PARK STAGE 2

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd – $5,859,875

Achieved the highest VFM of 14.1
	Lump sum

$5,859,875
	Shortlisted offers not recommended

Lanskey Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 11.7

JMac Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 11.1

Offer not recommended

Pensar Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 10.1

Non-conforming offer
James Trowse (Qld) Pty Ltd
	$5,662,843

$6,424,031

$7,984,702

Not applicable (N/A)
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

21.05.2019

Start

29.05.2019
Term

36 weeks

	4. Contract No. 531813

INSTALLATION OF LED LUMINAIRES – PACKAGE 2

Aus Air Electrical Pty Ltd – $256,034

Achieved the highest VFM of 33.6
	Schedule of rates

$256,034
	J and P Richardson Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 30.9

Stowe Australia Pty Ltd 

Achieved VFM of 20.7

Pensar Utilities Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 19.6

Platinum Electricians Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 9.8
	$213,269

$280,468

$366,461

$468,266
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

29.05.2019

Start

30.05.2019
Term

20 weeks

	5. Contract No. 531838

CITY BOTANIC GARDENS RIVER HUB

Waterway Constructions Pty Ltd – $2,368,120

Achieved the highest VFM of 37
	Lump sum

$2,368,120
	GCProperty Pty Ltd trading as GCMarine

Achieved VFM of 30

Ertech (Queensland) Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 28

Epoca Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 27

The Marine Specialist Pty Ltd trading as The Jetty Specialist

Achieved VFM of 25
	$2,184,277

$2,473,130

$2,369,605

$3,260,870
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

21.05.2019

Start

22.05.2019
Term

33 weeks



	6. Contract No. 531864

KANGAROO POINT RIVER TERRACE GARDENS

The Landscape Construction Company Pty Ltd – $451,932

Achieved the highest VFM of 167.81
	Lump sum

$451,932
	Boyds Bay Landscape and Environment Pty Ltd trading as Boyds Bay Landscaping

Achieved VFM of 114.10
	$415,633


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

08.05.2019

Start

10.05.2019
Term

14 weeks

	7. Contract No. 531894

GO BETWEEN BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS – BALUSTRADE UPGRADE

BMD Urban Pty Ltd – $249,876

Achieved the highest VFM of 30
	Schedule of rates

$249,876
	One tender received


	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

08.05.2019

Start

02.07.2019
Term

Eight weeks

	8. Contract No. 531911

KANGALOON STREET PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE REPLACEMENT

AllenCon Pty Ltd – $559,012*

Achieved the highest VFM of 113

*Price normalised to include possible delay costs.
	Schedule of rates

$546,752
	BMD Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 90
	$745,319*
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

07.05.2019

Start

22.05.2019
Term

20 weeks

	9. Contract No. 531922

DRAINAGE CONSTRUCTION AT SYDNEY STREET, NEW FARM

GCE Contractors Pty Ltd – $711,650

Achieved the highest VFM of 11.85
	Lump sum

$711,650
	Shortlisted offer not recommended

O’Leary Infrastructure Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 9.09

Offers not recommended

Diona Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 5.75

All Roads Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 3.23
	$914,963

$1,490,669

$2,462,035
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

29.05.2019

Start

30.05.2019
Term

29 weeks



	10. Contract No. 531934

TOOWONG LIBRARY REFURBISHMENT

Box and Co Pty Ltd – $920,574

Achieved the highest VFM of 70.6
	Lump sum

$920,574
	Kane Constructions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 61.65

Dart Holdings Pty Ltd trading as A Dart and Co

Achieved VFM of 48
	$948,833

$936,600
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

02.05.2019

Start

03.05.2019

Term

Eight weeks

	11. Contract No. QW188893-3

PLAYER STREET CONNECTION PROJECT, UPPER MOUNT GRAVATT – TELSTRA SERVICES RELOCATION WORKS

Telstra Corporation Limited – $633,390
	Lump sum

$633,390
	Contract is exempt from tendering and quoting requirements in accordance with Exemption 3 of Council’s SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2018‑19 (marketplace restricted by third‑party ownership of public utility plant)
	N/A
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

29.05.2019

Start

31.05.2019
Term

10 weeks

	LIFESTYLE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	TRANSPORT FOR BRISBANE
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	CITY PLANNING AND SUSTAINABILITY
	
	
	
	

	Nil
	
	
	
	

	12. Contract No. 520535

PROVISION OF DATA FOR VIRTUAL BRISBANE

AAM Pty Ltd – $312,420

Achieved the highest VFM of 24
	Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Lump sum and schedule of rates

$624,840 

(over the potential maximum two‑year term of the CPA)
	Aerometrex Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 16

Nearmap Pty Ltd*

*Comparative tender price and VFM not calculated as minimum quality requirements were not met.


	$335,239

N/A*


	Delegate

CPO

Approved

28.05.2019

Start

28.05.2019

Term

One year with options to extend for an additional period of up to one year, for a maximum term of two years.

	13. Contract No. 531758

CITY PLAN MANAGEMENT SOLUTION

Isovist Australia Pty Ltd – $1,974,874

Achieved the highest VFM of 37


	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Lump sum and schedule of rates 

$2,980,000

(over the potential maximum 10‑year term of the CPA)
	Shortlisted offer not recommended

Redman Solutions Pty Ltd

Achieved VFM of 13

Offers not recommended

Objective Corporation Limited*

Dialog Information Technology*

Non-conforming offer

Infor Global Solutions (ANZ) Pty Ltd

*Comparative tender price and VFM not calculated as minimum quality requirements were not met.
	$4,492,939

N/A*

N/A*

N/A


	Delegate

CEO

Approved

01.05.2019

Start

31.05.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to seven years, for a maximum term of 10 years.

	CITY ADMINISTRATION AND GOVERNANCE
	
	
	
	

	14. Contract No. 510812

RENEWAL OF 2019-2020 CORPORATE INSURANCE PROGRAM

Commercial Insurances (31 May 2019 – 31 May 2020)

Industrial Special Risk (Property) plus costs for Terrorism, Fire Service Levy and Stamp Duty

· AIG Insurance Limited (lead insurer)

· HDI Global (co-insurer)

· AXA Corporate Solutions (co-insurer)

· Zurich Australian Insurance Limited (co-insurer)

· AAI Limited trading as Vero Insurance(co-insurer)

Fine Arts 

· XL Catlin Insurance
Umbrella Liability 

· Berkshire Hathaway Speciality Insurance
CBIC General Liability
· Allianz Australian Insurance Limited

Uninsured Performers and Buskers Liability Insurance

· Sportscover
Business Travel Insurance and Group Personal Accident Insurance (Lord Mayor and Councillors, Voluntary Workers and Potential Bus Drivers)

·  AIG Insurance Limited
Ferry Operations Marine Hull Insurance and Marina Operators Liability Insurance

· Allianz Marine & Transit Underwriting Agency Pty Ltd
Marine Liability (Protection and Indemnity) Insurance for Council Operations and Ferry Operations 

· Singapore Shipowners’ Mutual
Workers’ Compensation Excess of Loss (30 June 2019 to 30 June 2020)

· QBE Insurance

Local Government Mutual Services Queensland Membership (30 June 2019 – 30 June 2020) 
· Local Government Mutual Queensland
	Lump sum

$4,579,466


	N/A, insurance contracts are negotiated on Council’s behalf by Council’s insurance broker Marsh Pty Ltd.
	N/A
	Delegate

CEO

Approved

07.05.2019

Start

31.05.2019

Term

One year

	ORGANISATIONAL SERVICES
	
	
	

	15. Contract No. 510962

PROVISION OF CASH COLLECTION AND PROCESSING SERVICES AND AUTOMATED CASH DEPOSIT

Category 1 – Automated Cash Deposit Machine Maintenance and Support Services

SprintQuip Pty Ltd – $73,175

Achieved the highest VFM of 11

Category 2 – Cash Collection and Processing Services 

Prosegur Australia Pty Ltd trading as Prosegur – $298,943

Achieved the highest VFM of 28


	CPA (Preferred Supplier Arrangement)

Schedule of rates

$1,870,000 

(over the potential maximum five‑year term of the CPA)


	Category 1 – Automated Cash Deposit Machine Maintenance and Support Services

Shortlisted offers not recommended
Prosegur Australia Pty Ltd trading as Prosegur

Achieved VFM of 9

Linfox Armaguard Pty Ltd trading as Armaguard

Achieved VFM of 8

Non-conforming offer

Authentic Security Pty Ltd

Category 2 – Cash Collection and Processing Services

Shortlisted offer not recommended

Linfox Armaguard Pty Ltd trading as Armaguard

Achieved VFM of 21

Offers not recommended

Authentic Security Pty Ltd*

Streamcorp Armoured (Qld) Pty Ltd trading as Streamcorp Armoured*

*VFM not calculated as minimum quality requirements were not met.
	$78,970

$76,254

N/A

$333,968

$225,590

$204,900

 
	Delegate

CPO

Approved

10.05.2019

Start

01.06.2019

Term

Three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, for a maximum term of five years.


ADOPTED

D
TEMPORARY LOCAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT 04/19 – PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1911

152/160/1218/140-002 and 152/160/1218/140-001

11/2019-20
23.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

24.
Temporary Local Planning Instrument (TLPI) 02/17 – Protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911 was adopted by Council at its meeting of 29 August 2017 and remains in effect until 28 August 2019. The purpose of TLPI 02/17 is to protect 27 pre-1911 buildings until amendments are made to Brisbane City Plan 2014 (City Plan) to include the buildings in the Pre-1911 building overlay.

25.
The pre-1911 buildings protected by TLPI 02/17 are contained in the proposed major amendment to City Plan – Package F (Major F). The public consultation period for Major F closed on 12 April 2019 and submissions received have been reviewed. The next step in the amendment process is for Council to consider submission responses and approve progression of Major F to the Queensland Government for a final State interest check. Following approval from the Minister for State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning (the Minister) to adopt Major F, Council may then resolve to adopt the proposed amendment and include it in City Plan. This amendment process will not be completed before 28 August 2019. 

26.
To continue to protect the 27 pre-1911 buildings, a new TLPI is required. A proposed TLPI, titled Temporary Local Planning Instrument 04/19 – Protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911 (the proposed TLPI), set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), has been prepared to continue to protect these buildings from demolition while Major F is finalised.

27.
Table 1 of the proposed TLPI contains sites to be taken as identified on the Pre-1911 building overlay map. The provisions of the proposed TLPI apply to buildings identified in Table 1 and constructed prior to 1911.

28.
The buildings included in Table 1 were identified through ongoing research and investigations. These buildings require the continued protection of a TLPI as they are at risk of demolition if TLPI 02/17 lapses. This risk of demolition is due to development pressures as well as property owner preferences for building larger, more modern houses.

29.
Section 23 of the Planning Act 2016 sets out the local government powers to make a TLPI, including that Council can only make a TLPI if the Minister is satisfied with the matters set out in that section. The Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline) under the Planning Act 2016 sets out the process for making a TLPI.

30.
In accordance with the requirements of the Guideline, Council’s reasons for the proposed TLPI are outlined in a letter to the Minister (refer Attachment C, submitted on file). The reasons for the proposed TLPI areas are as follows.

-
The significant risk of serious harm to Brisbane’s heritage, character and cultural values should the buildings identified in the current and proposed TLPI be removed or demolished.

-
The proposed amendment to City Plan to include the buildings in the Pre-1911 building overlay map is currently progressing but will not be finalised prior to TLPI 02/17 lapsing. 

-
The lapsing of TLPI 02/17 would increase the risk of serious harm, particularly as many of the identified properties are located in areas zoned for further development and are at risk of demolition.

31.
Council will seek approval from the Minister for the making of the proposed TLPI to be effective from 29 August 2019, to ensure that the pre-1911 buildings protected by TLPI 02/17 continue to be protected. Once adopted by Council, subject to the Minister’s approval, the proposed TLPI will continue to have effect for a period of two years from its adoption, unless repealed at an earlier date once Major F takes effect.
32.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

33.
RECOMMENDATION:


THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Draft Resolution
DRAFT RESOLUTION TO PROPOSE THE TEMPORARY LOCAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT 04/19 – PROTECTION OF BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1911

As Council:
(i) decides, pursuant to section 7.1 of Part 2 of Chapter 3 of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline) made under the Planning Act 2016 (the Act), to make a Temporary Local Planning Instrument 04/19 – Protection of buildings constructed prior to 1911 (the proposed TLPI)

(ii) pursuant to section 7.2 of the Guideline has prepared the proposed TLPI, as set out in Attachment B (submitted on file), 

then Council:

(i) directs, pursuant to section 8 of Part 2 of Chapter 3 of the Guideline, that the Minister be sent the letter in Attachment C (submitted on file), which:

(a) requests the Minister’s consideration of the proposed TLPI

(b) contains a statement about why Council proposes to make the proposed TLPI

(c) contains a statement about how the proposed TLPI complies with section 23(1) of the Act.

ADOPTED

E
MAJOR AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 – PACKAGE F


152/160/1218/150

12/2019-20
34.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.

35.
At its meeting on 31 July 2018, Council resolved to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme) to identify and protect local heritage places, buildings constructed prior to 1911 and key civic spaces and iconic vistas, and to make consequential amendments as required (the proposed amendment). Council also resolved to send the proposed amendment to the Minister for State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning (the Minister) to request a State interest review and approval to publicly consult on the proposed amendment. 

36.
By letter dated 28 November 2018 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file), the Minister confirmed that State interests were appropriately reflected in the proposed amendment and gave approval to proceed to public consultation.

37.
Public consultation on the proposed amendment was undertaken from 4 March to 12 April 2019 in accordance with the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline). Council received 72 submissions on the proposed amendment. Key issues raised in the submissions related to requests for removal of mapping from sites not considered to be a local heritage place, a pre-1911 building, a key civic space or part of an iconic vista.

38.
A summary of the matters raised in the submissions, including descriptions of how the matters have been addressed, has been prepared (refer Attachment C, submitted on file). In response to some submissions, changes have been made to the proposed amendment (refer Attachments D and E, submitted on file). The changes do not make the proposed amendment significantly different to the version on which public consultation was carried out. Attachment F (submitted on file) contains the remaining parts of the amendment that are unchanged after public consultation.

39.
Should Council decide to proceed with the proposed amendment, the Guideline requires Council to provide the Minister with a copy of: 

-
the proposed amendment, clearly identifying any changes made since the State interest review

-
the consultation report

-
a report including the changes made, when the changes were made, why the changes were made, what issues the changes respond to and how the changes relate to any relevant regional plan, the State Planning Policy or State interests

-
a statement as to whether the changes are considered to be significantly different to the public consultation version.
40.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed.

41.
RECOMMENDATION:

THAT COUNCIL RESOLVE AS PER THE DRAFT RESOLUTION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.

Attachment A

Draft Resolution
DRAFT RESOLUTION TO PROGRESS A MAJOR AMENDMENT TO BRISBANE CITY PLAN 2014 TO IDENTIFY AND PROTECT LOCAL HERITAGE PLACES, BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1911 AND KEY CIVIC SPACES AND ICONIC VISTAS

As Council: 

(i)
at its meeting on 31 July 2018, decided to make a major amendment (the proposed amendment) to amend Brisbane City Plan 2014 (the planning scheme)

(ii)
was advised by the Minister, by letter dated 28 November 2018 (refer Attachment B, submitted on file), that it may proceed to public consultation of the proposed amendment

(iii)
has undertaken public consultation on the proposed amendment, pursuant to section 18.2 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Minister’s Guidelines and Rules (the Guideline)

(iv)
having considered the submissions on the proposed amendment pursuant to section 18.3 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline, has prepared a consultation report about how the Council has dealt with properly-made submissions (refer Attachment C, submitted on file),

then Council: 

(i)
directs, pursuant to section 18.4 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline, that each person who made a properly-made submission be provided with a copy of the consultation report and that the consultation report be made available to view and download on the Council’s website 

(ii)
decides, pursuant to section 19 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline, to make changes to the proposed amendment (as set out in Attachment E, submitted on file), which does not result in the proposed amendment being significantly different to the version released for public consultation

(iii)
directs, pursuant to section 21.1 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline, that notice be given to the Minister to request to adopt the proposed amendment and that such notice be given in accordance with section 21.3 of Part 4 of Chapter 2 of the Guideline.

ADOPTED

F
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDOOROOPILLY RIVERWALK


165/210/179/3281

13/2019-20
42.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

43.
The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A, on 11 July 2019.

44.
The submission is recommended to Council as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.
45. Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].

Purpose

46.
That the Stores Board recommends approval of the Significant Contracting Plan for the Construction of Indooroopilly Riverwalk.

Background/business case

47.
The Indooroopilly Riverwalk will ultimately form part of a key commuter cyclist connection providing a high-quality cycle link between the Western Freeway Bikeway and the University of Queensland (UQ). 
48.
The existing alternative route via the road network (Witton Road, Twigg Street, Radnor Street, Foxton Street, Riverview Terrace, Station Road, Westminster Road and Railway Avenue, Indooroopilly) has no dedicated bicycle facilities except for Bicycle Awareness Zone markings on Radnor Street and Witton Road.
49.
The project involves constructing a shared path for pedestrians and cyclists to connect from Witton Road, at the corner of Twigg Street, to the Witton Barracks, with connections to Foxton Street and Riverview Terrace, over and adjacent to the Brisbane River.

50.
The project was originally planned to be delivered in two stages.

-
Stage 1 – Connect Witton Road, at the corner of Twigg Street, to Radnor Street at the Foxton Street intersection, including a short pedestrian connection to Riverview Terrace

-
Stage 2 – Connect Radnor Street at the Foxton Street intersection, under the Walter Taylor Bridge to the Witton Barracks on the eastern side, at the existing Jack Pesch Bridge.

51.
In mid 2018, Council undertook a series of public consultation activities and, after considering community feedback, Council decided to merge these two stages. Council is now planning to deliver both stages of the project at the same time between 2019-20 and 2021-22.

52.
Key objectives to be delivered by the project include:

-
provision of a safe pedestrian and cyclist connection between Twigg Street to Lambert Road

-
improved safety for cyclists and pedestrians using the route to connect the Western Freeway Bikeway and UQ

-
maintain the character of the area

-
minimise whole-of-life costs of the proposed structure

-
minimise environmental impacts, including vegetation removal

-
minimise heritage impacts

-
minimise hydraulic impacts to the Brisbane River

-
provide a connection with flood immunity to the relevant standards

-
ensure the section aligns with current planned hierarchy and future planning

-
minimise the impact on the Public Utility Plant.

53.
The project involves a new direct connection to increase capacity and improve safety for pedestrians and cyclists. It includes:

-
a separated path connecting Twigg Street to Lambert Road

-
connection through Witton Barracks to the existing bikeway and Jack Pesch Bridge

-
associated footpath connection works

-
provision of lighting, way-finding signage and a permanent counter

-
landscaping works

-
relocation of services to facilitate the project.

Policy and other considerations

54.
Is there an existing Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) for these works?

No, CPA 520202 – Construction and Rehabilitation of Transport and Drainage Infrastructure was established for construction works with an expected value of less than $10 million.

55.
Could Council businesses provide the works?

No

56.
Are there policy, or other issues, that the delegate should be aware of?

No

57.
Have the following issues been considered in the development of the specifications and evaluation criteria: Environmental sustainability, Access and Equity, Zero Harm, Quality Assurance and support for locally produced and Australian products? 

Yes, local benefits, including the number of local jobs and local supply chain benefits, will be considered as part of the evaluation criteria.

58.
Does this procurement exercise need to be managed under the PM2 Governance and Assurance Framework?

Yes

Market analysis

59.
This project is suited to experienced civil and bridge contractors that have a Queensland Government’s Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) prequalification status of R3/B4/F50 or higher. Market analysis undertaken during March and April 2019, which included discussions with the suitably prequalified contractors that have recent experience in constructing comparable projects, indicates that companies that have regularly delivered work in South East Queensland have indicated a strong interest in tendering for Indooroopilly Riverwalk. The relative complexity in relation to the size of this project is such that interstate construction companies have advised that they will not tender. 

60.
The requirement for barge-based work lends itself to those companies that have barges or strong relationships with barge companies.
Procurement strategy and activity plan

61.

	Procurement objective:
	-
To procure construction of the Indooroopilly Riverwalk in a way which complies with the Sound Contracting Principles set out in section 103(3) of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 and provides the most advantageous outcome for Council.

-
The achievement of the above procurement objective will be measured in the post market submission.

	Title of contract:
	Construction of Indooroopilly Riverwalk

	Type of procurement: 
	Establishing a once-off contract

	Process to be used:
	Request for Tenders (RFT)

	RFT standard to be used 
	The RFT standard will be Council’s corporate standard with no amendments.

	Advertising:
	Offers are to be sought publicly via Council’s supplier portal.

	How RFT is to be distributed and submitted:
	Via Council’s supplier portal 


	How tenders are to be lodged:
	Via Council’s supplier portal

	Part offers:
	Part offers will not be considered

	Joint offers:
	Joint offers may be considered.

	Contract standard to be used (and any amends):
	AS4000 (with Council’s standard amendments)

	Term of contract: 
	Approximately 100 weeks

	Insurance requirements:
	Council’s Principal Arranged Construction Insurance will apply and motor vehicle insurance, including supplementary bodily injury, of $20 million.

	Price basis:
	Schedule of rates 

	Price adjustment:
	To be established as a result of negotiations and advised in the post-market submission.

	Liquidated damages:
	$4,480 per day

	Security for the contract:
	Security shall be in the form of cash at five per cent of the contract sum, or in the form of two approved unconditional undertakings each equal to 2.5% of the contract sum given by an approved financial institution or insurance company, or other form approved by the Principal, the undertakings shall not incorporate a time limit.

	Defects liability period:
	12 months

	Other strategy elements:
	Nil

	Alternative strategies considered:
	-
Traditional construct to design is considered the most suitable procurement strategy to deliver this project.
-
The Early Tender Involvement model adopted for the development of the design of Stage 1, allowed experienced construction contractors to influence key constructability elements in the marine environment for both stages of the project design.
-
A design and construct procurement model was not considered to provide any benefit in terms of earlier project delivery.


Anticipated schedule

62.
Pre-market approval:

30 July 2019

Date of release to market:

5 August 2019

Tender closing:


27 September 2019

Evaluation completion:

1 November 2019

Contract prepared:

8 November 2019

Post-market approval:

9 December 2019

Contract commencement:

10 December 2019

Budget

63.
Estimated total expenditure under this contract (including any options):

[Commercial-in-Confidence] plus an estimated contingency of [Commercial-in-Confidence] ([Commercial-in-Confidence] of the contract sum).

64.
Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this contract? 

Sufficient funding availability has been confirmed within Council’s current and forward year budgets 2019-20, 2020-21 and 2021-22. 

65.
Anticipated procurement savings (if any):

To be established and reported in the post-market submission.

66. Program budget line item: 
Program:
Program 1 – Transport for Brisbane 

Outcome:
1.1 Active Transport 
Strategy:
1.1.3 Providing Active Transport Infrastructure

Service:

1.1.3.1 Providing Active Transport Infrastructure 

Projects: 
Constructing Key Bikeways Links in Brisbane Suburbs
67. Program budget funding availability: 

	Financial year
	2019-20
($000)
	2020-21
($000)
	2021-22
($000)
	2022-23
($000)

	Capital
	25,561
	34,129
	28,688
	27,738

	Expenses
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Revenue
	2,253
	1,500
	1,500
	1,500


68. Breakdown of budget spent to date:

	Financial Year
	Budget for financial year
($000) 
	Amount of budget for financial year spent or committed to date

($000)
	Amount of budget for financial year remaining

($000)

	2019-20
	25,561
	21,816
	3,745 

	2020-21
	34,129
	0
	34,129

	2021-22
	28,688
	0
	28,688

	* Indooroopilly Riverwalk budget allocation 2019-20 of $3.745 million, 2020-21 of $34.129 million and 2021-22 of $20.000 million. 


69.
Breakdown of budget and identifiable costs: 

	Line item description
	Budget estimate

($)
	Pre-market estimate

($)

	Prior to 2019-20

	Design
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Project management
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Corporate overheads
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Sub Total:
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	
	
	

	Line item description
	Budget estimate

($)
	Pre-market estimate

($)

	2019-20 to 2021-22

	Land acquisition
	215,000
	215,000

	Design
	226,000
	226,000

	Project management
	620,000
	620,000

	Contract management
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Construction contract sum
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Contract contingency sum [Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Project risk
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Corporate overheads 
[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Sub Total:
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]


Procurement risk

70.
Summary of key risks associated with this procurement:

	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Risk mitigation strategy
	Risk allocation

	Unknown ground conditions
	Medium
	-
Additional geotechnical investigation conducted by barge as the design progressed at each pier location.

-
Allow contingency in construction estimate to cover for latent conditions.
	Council

	Construction under bridges
	Low
	-
Engage with asset owners to understand requirements and future plans.
	Council

	Witton Barracks scheme works restrict site access
	Medium
	-
Regular meetings between respective project teams to ensure understanding of interfacing project works.
	Council

	Community concerns on project impact
	Medium
	-
Develop key messages around project benefits.

-
Keep the community informed about changing conditions before and during construction.

-
Provide project email and 1800 number to contact the project team.

-
Offer meetings where required.

-
Ensure information is available via Council’s website and Contact Centre.

-
Register all feedback and pass onto the project team for review and action.
	Council


71.
Is this contract listed as a ‘critical contract’ requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 

No


Tender evaluation

72.
Evaluation criteria:

(a) 
Mandatory/essential criteria:

-
TMR’s R3/B4/F50 prequalification

-
acceptance of Council’s construction contract standard, AS4000 (with Council’s standard amendments).
(b) 
Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:

	Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting

(%)

	Construction methodology and program
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Relevant experience of the contractor’s proposed project team
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Local benefits
	20

	Company capacity and experience on similar projects
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100


(c)
Price model: 

Normalised tendered price.
73. 
Evaluation methodology:
(a) Shortlisting process:
Responses will be shortlisted by evaluating against the criteria listed in paragraph 72. 
(b) Value for money (VFM) method:
Council’s standard VFM methodology. This is non-price score divided by price to create a VFM index. 
74. The Chief Executive Officer provided the following information and the Committee agreed.

75. RECOMMENDATION:

THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF INDOOROOPILLY RIVERWALK.
ADOPTED

NOTATION OF DECISIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL:

ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE (Information report)

The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR (Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER), Chair of the Establishment and Coordination Committee, moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR (Councillor Krista ADAMS), that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of the Council during the Winter Recess 2019, on matters usually considered by that Committee, be noted. 

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
Yes, I am pleased to say that through this submission there were three items that include the resumption of land for environmental purposes, and it is a continuation of our Bushland Acquisition program which we have invested heavily in. In fact, right now we are undertaking the largest program in terms of dollar value of investment in bushland acquisition that the city has ever undertaken with the accelerated Bushland Acquisition program.


That has already seen us acquire more than 700 hectares in this current term, so over the past three and a half years with us being on track to deliver our target of 750 hectares by next year. So this is a really important program for the city and these three parcels of land are very important to the environment of our city and to the local communities where they are located.


The first item, item A, which is land at 161 Ford Road, Burbank, is a 16 hectare site which is the Environmental management zone in the City Plan. The land borders existing Council owned reserve and so this is I guess a demonstration of how we are progressively buying up parcels of land that are next to existing Council bushland to create larger and larger reserves in public ownership that would be protected forever and provide important habitat for wildlife. In particular, in this case, for koalas as well.


It will become part of the Brisbane Koala Bushlands which have amongst the highest koala activity of anywhere in Brisbane, and we are investing in that to make sure that we can continue to expand Council’s Brisbane koala bushland and retain that habitat. So this particular acquisition does not displace any residents and the acquisition is recommended to go ahead.


Second item, item B, is the resumption of land for environmental purposes at Lake Manchester Road, Kholo. This is a 22 hectare parcel of bushland located at 267 and 271 Manchester Road, Kholo. The land, once again, borders the Council owned Kholo bushland reserve, which forms a key part of the key ecological corridor linking the D’Aguilar National Park, the Kholo bushlands and the habitat along the Brisbane River.


This land has been identified as valuable bushland and supports remnant native vegetation and significant habitat for the diversity of threatened flora and fauna species. Council has invested considerable resources into the protection and enhancement of this habitat in Kholo, and this is a continuation of that project.


The acquisition of the subject properties will build upon our previous investment by consolidating and enhancing connectivity between existing conservation reserves and increasing the area of habitat available to significant wildlife species. The acquisition of this property does not displace any residents.


I jump across to item E and that’s the resumption of land for parkland and recreational purposes at 38 Salisbury Street, Rocklea. There’s 961 square metres of land in this location which has been identified as suitable for sport and recreation purposes, and to consolidate and develop the park it is necessary to acquire remaining properties located at this address.


Council has committed $2.7 million to progress the new sports and community parks both in Windsor and in Rocklea, and we are looking forward to working with the community to determine the ultimate form that those parks will take, but as I said with the bushland, we are committed to expanding our parklands across Brisbane and acquiring these properties will help us do that; to provide significant parcels of sport and recreation land.


Item D relates to a Stores Board submission for cleaning services at Council sites. Council currently has 189 sites across the city including Brisbane Square; ward offices; libraries; halls; bus interchanges that require cleaning services. Most of these sites are cleaned daily with additional work scheduled periodically.


Currently a number of social enterprises are contracted for some of these sites. These current contractors and other similar organisations are encouraged to tender as part of this program. The initial term is for three years with options to extend for additional period of up to four years, or for a period of up to seven years.


Finally, item F, and one that I am particularly passionate is our policy in supporting small businesses through the targeted reduction of fees and charges in the Council budget. So this was something I announced as part of the budget process and something that’s all about not only supporting small businesses across the city, but trying to make it easier for people that are wanting to start a small business as well.


There are few people out there that work harder than our small business operators, and they obviously in their quest to start a business face many challenges. We’ve all heard the statistics about the high failure rate for small businesses; just because it is an inherently risky thing to do to start a small business. So we want to give those people who are giving it a go—using their hard work and enterprise to help build the business, to help create jobs, to help support our city’s economy—we want to give them a bit of leg up and a bit of an early head start to help reduce the costs, particularly in those early difficult years.


As I mentioned, there is unfortunately, not only in Brisbane but across Australia, a high failure rate for small businesses, particularly in those early years, and if we can help get them through that early period by giving them targeted support, then that is a great thing.


They then have the chance to go on and expand and employ people, create jobs, provide services to the people of Brisbane, and hopefully those small businesses will then go on to do well and even become medium or large businesses down the track.


So these fee reductions include reducing fees for things like footpath dining permits, food van licences, market stall fees and business advertising applications. We’re providing discounts on applications and renewals for things like 100% fee discount on design and assessment fees, a 50% fee discount on applications for new small businesses, and a 10% fee discount for renewals of already established small businesses.


So I commend this particular policy to the Chamber and it’s certainly one of the many things that we’re doing to help small business thrive in this city and in our quest to become Australia’s most small business-friendly city.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Chair. In relation to this E&C report, items A and B, we’re happy to support the purchase of bushland, particularly when it’s fair dinkum bushland. Not like the cleared residential land at Carrara and Nurran Streets at Mount Gravatt East, which was the bailout Councillor ADAMS’ land.


This is a continuance to other bushland, it’s koala habitat and this is the sort of thing that—these are the sort of blocks of land that the bushland acquisition levy should be spent on.


In relation to item C, we’re supportive of this purchase. It’s continuing with dealing with Oracle until a further tender is entered into, and we’re happy to accept this.
At that time, 5:50pm, the Deputy Chair, Councillor Steven TOOMEY, assumed the Chair. 


In relation to item D, the cleaning services, we’ve got some concerns about this. We have had—the Council has had problems with other services where they’ve contracted out. For example, I recall the IT services were contracted out several years ago to a group which then allegedly didn’t pay the appropriate wages and didn’t pay appropriate overtime, and imposed various other conditions which weren’t in accordance with the award. 


We’re concerned that hopefully this won’t happen on this occasion. We are very supportive of the social enterprise groups being given some of the contracts as well.

In relation to item E, again we’re supportive of this. Very important that, as Brisbane grows, there’s sufficient parks for recreation purposes, as well as park purposes. As our population grows these are needed for people and families, for the kids to be able to play organised sport, but also for informal sport and for just playing around in the park. So we’re very supportive of this resumption.


In relation to item F, we’re also supportive of this. As the LORD MAYOR said, it will make the hurdle for people to get into business lower and that will help them. I know some businesses have expressed—some existing businesses have expressed concern that the new competitors will get a bit of a head start, but we think that’s a matter that can be overcome obviously and will help people get a start in business, and hopefully they’ll go on to flourish in their businesses.

Deputy Chair:
Further debate? 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you, Deputy Chair, for the call. I rise to speak on item A. That is the land resumption—notice of intention to resume at 161 Ford Road, Burbank. I note that this is Lot 2 on RP 105286.


This land is of course the second lot that makes up one of the clay pits that are used by Austral Brick Company in their Rochedale manufacturing concern, which produces many of the bricks that go into building houses all around our great city and further abroad. But those clay pits were very controversial at the time when they were first established, Mr Deputy Chair, and I remember the community was absolutely outraged that they would be put there. 


This land is of course land that exists—not back then but certainly now—within the priority koala habitat area under City Plan 2014. It is also wholly contained within—I would say at last 80% of the site, other than the actual extractive pits where they draw the clay from, is in land of high ecological significance.


So this is land that is right there in the heart of the Brisbane Koala Bushlands. As the LORD MAYOR mentioned, it’s already adjacent to a site that Council has within its estate, and it’s important that we continue to grow that Brisbane Koala Bushlands, because as the LORD MAYOR mentioned, this is one of the greatest koala habitats in all of South East Queensland. It has an enormously high density of koalas within there. I’m told on good authority that it is the most dense koala habitat there in the country.


Approximately 5,000 koalas we have living within there and I certainly would rather see that land permanently protected for the purposes of habitat, than to be seen to be expanded in part of a quarrying or clay pit style operation.


Now I note that the owner, Austral Brick, does not agree with the resumption, but I also note that resumption or acquisition proceedings can proceed concurrently with their objection. That will obviously be negotiated out over the coming weeks and months ahead, but that’s a matter between Council and Austral Bricks.


Certainly we support their continued operation on the site. We think that they are a valued part of the Brisbane industry, but we just do disagree when it comes to this land in particular. We would like to see this land preserved in perpetuity for koala habitat, and that’s exactly what this item will do.


Let’s talk about item C. Now item C is the Oracle contract. Of course we know that Council is in the process of upgrading a large portion of its IT assets. It’s moving away from hosting physical infrastructure at places like the Holland Park Data Centre, in Green Square, and it is moving towards a cloud-based solution across a whole range of software suites.


This, I would say, is a life preservation contract to keep the Oracle hardware and software continuing for the next year with an extension of up to five years written in the contract, which will allow us to program an orderly transition away from those products and move to a cloud-based solution. 


Of course I know that Councillor ALLAN and then Councillor ADAMS before him were right across the very detailed ICT detail that is in these contracts, and they know that this is exactly where we need to go. I mean Council operates in an IT environment, so does the Queensland Government and all large organisations, including Council, are moving in this direction. That is just the reality.


Now onto item F, Deputy Chair. Let’s have a quick chat about this one. Of course this was the LORD MAYOR’s announcement that the LORD MAYOR made in the Budget, the supporting small business initiatives. I’ve been so excited to be talking to small businesses in and around Chandler Ward about these initiatives. Of course we see that up to 100% of assessment or design fees for small businesses are removed through this initiative.


Now for small businesses this is really big. This is really big stuff. Now small businesses, zero to 19 employees, they often are reaching into their own pocket. They’re putting business expenses on their credit card. Just trying to bootstrap an organisation, whether it’s a coffee card or a food truck in Councillor ATWOOD’s case in her former life, or whether it’s any of those small businesses that it really just takes some get up and go to set up. The last thing we want to see is them coming into Council and Council says yes, we’re happy to do that but you’ve got to pay us $1,000 in fees before you’ve even had a single customer through the door.


I think for things like footpath dining permits, the assessment fees for that, have been out of kilter with community expectations for some time now. I really like that the LORD MAYOR has made this a priority for this Administration, supporting small business in our city, because we want to make sure that Brisbane is the most small business-friendly city in the entire nation.


Now we already do that in a number of ways by virtue of having the Small Business Hotline, 133BNE, which small businesses can call at any time. We do that by virtue of the fact that we are the largest local government organisation in the country, and there’s one set of rules across virtually a million people here in Brisbane. I think that’s of great advantage to Brisbane businesses.


But these reductions in assessment fees, the reduction in—the 50% reduction in the intermediate fees and then 10% reduction for ongoing fees, I think this is a—it’s a small step but it’s a great step in the right direction in terms of supporting small businesses in our city.


That’s probably all I wanted to talk on today, Mr Deputy Chair, so look I think I’ll leave it that and I’ll talk to you later I guess.

Deputy Chair:
Thanks Councillor MURPHY, you did rather well. 

Further debate? 

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order.

Deputy Chair:
Point of order, Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
I’m sorry to do this to you when you’re in the chair, but I’m just concerned about what has been said today about Councillor MACKAY, and I’m concerned about my obligations under the City of Brisbane Act.


Can you assure us that there is no marketing funding in any of the items that are before us today so that there isn’t any conflict of interest that needs to be disclosed on the record with respect to the matters that have been raised about Councillor MACKAY’s pecuniary interests. If there is, they need to be disclosed.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor JOHNSTON. We’ll continue. 

Further debate? 

Councillor RICHARDS.

Councillor RICHARDS:
Thank you, Deputy Chair. Look I rise to speak about item B, the resumption of land for environmental purposes at 267 and 271 Lake Manchester Road at Kholo.


Look what’s true is that residents and visitors to this great city of Brisbane know how much we value our natural resources, and it truly is under this Schrinner administration that we’re working with the community to take care of our trees, the land, wildlife and our waterways.


From my wards particularly there are three significant parcels of reserves; one being already at Kholo, which again it touches a number of areas, particularly Seqwater land around Lake Manchester. There’s a significant amount of koalas in that area of Kholo, but also we’ve been doing a lot of work in terms of preparing and rehabilitating the lands out there because some of those lands actually used to be dairy farms and cattle farms. So we’ve been doing a lot of work in that area to rehabilitate the fencing and also remove a lot of debris on those sites so that it is open for all to use, particularly the horse riders and bushwalkers who love just getting out into the nature-based activities out there.


Again it’s the diversity that we have in our bushlands, from our wetlands, the parklands and the forests. We manage over 9,500 hectares of natural areas for our conversations, which provides a lot of nature-based activities for all to be able to utilise, but it also significantly protects our biodiversity.


So again, as I said, there’s a lot of viewing tracks and trails, but in particular around my ward there’s a lot of history in those aspects too. So with Lake Manchester there’s the huge dam wall and the way in which that was built was that the rocks were actually floated upriver, and then they were used on a pully system from the river’s edge where we’ve procured that site at Kholo. They were flung across to the site where the wall’s actually now built, which is great to know, but one of the better things that we found out about this is that a lot of the pioneering families actually kept a lot of that history. 


So they’ve passed it down through generations which we now can pinpoint where footings were, where this pully system was. There’s some structures on these lands, in particular the one that we’re looking at, that actually connects up some of this history and how those structures were built.


As I mentioned about Anstead Bushland Reserve, it covers more than 80 hectares and it’s another connecting site through to Kholo, which is heavily used through horses and bushwalkers as well. Again another magnificent bushland site that’s on the Brisbane River that opens up many opportunities for all to use through the barbeques and toilet access in the beginning of the reserve and the car parking, through to having picnics down at the river and also seeing the old Anstead Quarry.


So, Mr Deputy Chair, I just want to acknowledge what Council’s doing for our biodiversity and also for our communities and the future generations, because it really is this Schrinner Administration that’s building a better Brisbane today for an even better Brisbane of tomorrow.


I really want to acknowledge the amount of greenspace that we are procuring under the Bushland Preservation Acquisition program, because if we didn’t have this program we wouldn’t be able to keep the greenspace we have today and also grow the population of koalas.


So I just want to put those comments on record and acknowledge the Council officers that do a significant amount of work in that area. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Further debate? 

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on A, B and E briefly.


Just for significance, I’m proud to be a part of this Administration where we already have 712 hectares of at risk bushland purchased under the Bushland Acquisition in just three years. We’re fast approaching our goal which is 750. We’ll actually exceed that goal by the end of the year with over 780 hectares of at risk bushland, privately owned bushland, purchased by this Administration.


At item A, 161 Ford Road, Burbank, it’s been discussed so I’ll be brief with these. This is a 16.1 hectare of valuable bushland which is included in the Environmental management zone in Brisbane City Plan 2014. The land is privately owned and was being used, as was said by Councillor MURPHY, for manufacturing operations. The land borders the Council owned Ford Road Reserve and forms part of Brisbane Koala Bushlands.


Brisbane Koala Bushlands is one of the largest conservation areas within Brisbane, comprising of more than 1,000 hectares of bushland, extending from Belmont to Tingalpa Creek in Burbank.


The second piece of valuable bushland is at 267 and 271 Manchester Road. Council does own a lot of land out there Councillor RICHARDS at Kholo, but this land is beautiful bushland that should be preserved for the future generations of Brisbane.


There is 22.178 hectares of bushland located at this address, which is included in the Environmental management zone in, again, Brisbane City Plan 2014. The land borders the Council owned Kholo Bushland Reserve, which forms part of the key ecological corridor linking the D’Aguilar—thank you—National Park and Kholo bushlands and habitat along the Brisbane River.


The property supports remnant native vegetation and significant habitat for diversity of threatened fauna and flora species including koalas.


The last piece of land—although is not purchased for bushland; it is purchased for one of my other favourite greenspaces across the city—which is for sport and rec land. The property is at 38 Salisbury Street, Rocklea and this is an important piece of land. It’s 961 square metres but an extremely important piece of land to bring into Council ownership, because it consolidates the development of the park and it is necessary to acquire that property to create the sporting precinct out in Rocklea.


So I’ll leave it at that, Mr Deputy Chair. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor. 

Further debate? 

Councillor ALLAN.

Councillor ALLAN:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I rise to speak on items C, D and F.


First to item C, the Stores Board submission significant contracting plan for the support and maintenance of Oracle software and hardware products. Now the item seeks approval for the significant contracting plan to enter into contracts with Oracle Corporation for the support and maintenance of Oracle software and hardware products.


The current Oracle support and maintenance arrangements expire on 13 July 2019 and critical systems that are supported include RIMS, DART, the Council’s spatial system, ERP, the Contact Centre and Transport for Brisbane operational systems—all run on Oracle platforms.


The Oracle hardware and operating software will require support and maintenance for these applications until they are moved to another platform in the future, and as Councillor MURPHY mentioned, we are migrating to the cloud in due course.


The contracts are for the provision of support and maintenance of hardware and operating software and Oracle expertise called Oracle Advanced Customer Services, and this will be drawn down and used as required on various projects.


There are a range of platforms that are being contracted and the initial terms vary from six months to three years, which reflects Council’s needs and aligns with our migration to the cloud strategy.


Value for money has been obtained by locking in a two year initial term for our software support and maintenance bundle. This results in Council avoiding additional costs of approximately $320,000 over the first two years and more than $1 million should Council execute the additional periods to a maximum term of five years.


A six month initial term has also successfully been negotiated with Oracle rather than their standard 12 month term for the identity and access management software. This would enable Council to avoid six months of additional costs should the decommissioning of this software meet current project timelines.


Oracle’s standard inflationary adjustment rate for hardware support is five per cent under the State Government arrangement, and Council have negotiated to limit this to four per cent under this arrangement.


The total commitment to Council under the initial maximum terms should not exceed $7 million, and the estimated commitment by Council under these contracts, including any additional periods, is $18.3 million.


Moving on to item D, the Stores Board submission on cleaning services at Council sites. I note Councillor CUMMING did have concerns with contracting but ultimately was supportive of this particular plan. Council is seeking to enter into a panel arrangement for cleaning of 189 Council owned sites across Brisbane, including ward offices, libraries and bus interchanges.


The panel arrangement will include four commercial operators and two social enterprise operators. Already there is a panel arrangement in place for cleaning services which commenced in February 2015 and is due to expire in February 2020. The new panel arrangement will be for a period of up to seven years commencing February 2020.


In 2016 this Administration committed to supporting social enterprises by providing the support they need to grow, as well as offering them great opportunities for contracting work. As part of this commitment, this Administration set a target to invest $4 million each in social enterprises in Brisbane. Last financial year Council’s contractual spends with social enterprises was more than $5.6 million. 


This panel arrangement will continue that commitment by giving priority to social enterprises for 45 sites. These sites will mostly include halls, community centres and SES depots.


Moving on to item F, supporting small business fees and charges reduction policy. As the LORD MAYOR noted earlier, this is part of our 2019-20 budget announcement in June and we made it very clear that this Administration will support small business across Brisbane.


Small and medium businesses account for more than 90% of businesses in Brisbane. Therefore it is no surprise that they are the backbone to our economy and when our suburban small and medium businesses are thriving so is Brisbane’s economy.


This Administration recognises that one of the biggest challenges small businesses face is the cost of owning or establishing a business, which is why as part of the budget we introduced $2 million in reduced fees for small business.


The policy before us today provides the framework to determine what businesses in Brisbane will be eligible for the discounts. As part of the small business discounts, one-off fees in establishing a business will be waived and initial costs reduced by 50%. For a new restaurant or café this could see savings of more than $2,000 in establishing a business.


Now I have firsthand knowledge of the impact this has on a business. I recently was approached by a resident who was lamenting the challenge that a small business is facing in setting up a footpath dining operation outside their small café. They were visited by a Council officer who gave them some oversight as to how they would go about doing that, and at that point in time they were advised that the costs would be in the order of $3,000.


Now this is a sole trader, a woman operating an increasingly popular business, who really would have suffered if she’d been under the burden of a $3,000 cost for this particular exercise.


Post these discounts, this exercise is likely to cost her something south of $1,000 and she was delighted to hear about these discounts, and is obviously progressing to make application for that footpath dining. Her customers, who alerted me to this issue, will also be delighted with, I think, what will be a very positive outcome.


So as the LORD MAYOR mentioned, while there’ll be discounts of up to 100% and 50% for new businesses, there are reductions for all businesses, with a 10% reduction for ongoing renewals. These discounts will use the Australian Bureau of Statistics definitions of a small business and that is one which employs zero to 19 employees. This will ensure that the focus is on smaller businesses such as the one I mentioned.


Council will discount fees and charges commonly incurred by small businesses including advertising; temporary food stalls; public health; display of goods on footways; footpath dining as I mentioned. There’s quite a significant array of charges that will be discounted or waived entirely through 100% discount.


So no fee is strictly excluded, as long as the business that is seeking the discount can evidence that they are a small business. Council has pitched and structured this particular policy in a way that it supports smaller business and not necessarily larger, well-established operations.


I would also note that Council offers a wide range of services to small business. These discounts are just a further support for small business. We have a terrific range of programs and services that we offer through our small business operations, such as small business forums; the Small Business Hotline; research; a terrific amount of data. 


I’m delighted to see this policy come to the Chamber and obviously to see it implemented now. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Thank you Councillor ALLAN. 

DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Deputy Chair. I’ll just speak briefly on item F, supporting small business, and thank you for the Councillor who stood to support this fees and charges reduction policy as well.


I know I’ve stood many times in this place to explain that small business is the backbone of our economy, and we are really committed to supporting them to grow their businesses, as Councillor ALLAN said, through several initiatives that we run in Council. But we want to be the most small business-friendly council in Australia.


So this, as I said, a suite of initiatives that will support our 124,000 small businesses. I just wanted to make sure that Councillors all have the correct information. So this is small business which is the public definition—up to 19 employees, including part-time and casual, as defined by the Australian Bureau of Statistics.


So that is the very first part that Councillors need to understand if any of their businesses contact them around whether they’re eligible for the discount or not. They will be implemented from 1 July and I’m glad to see we’ve already had 200 applications around discounts because the businesses are very keen to see how we can support them.


For start-ups—obviously will get the best chance by reducing 100% of some of their fees, but there’s ongoing discounts of 10% for relevant businesses so they can save up to $200 per year as well.


So the full details are on the website but I’m just hoping that Councillors have all gotten this ward office fact sheet that has come through in the last week so you have that information. Email me if you haven’t but I’m hoping it’s hit all of your emails so that you can pass that on to your businesses as well and let them know about the eligibility, the discounted rates and where they can go if they need any more information.


We definitely want to become the most small business-friendly council in Australia and this is just one of the ways that we’re headed that way. Thank you.

Deputy Chair:
Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. I rise to speak to item F, supporting small business fees and charges, and I’m delighted to have the opportunity to show my very strong support of this great budget initiative, which gives a fees and charges reduction for small businesses across our city.


As Councillor ADAMS has just said, small business is the engine room of the economy. It’s something that I profoundly believe because we know that small business employ almost half of the Australian workforce, of which 124,000 small businesses are right here in Brisbane. Brisbane is a fantastic place to do business.


This Administration, through this small business budget initiative, is doing what we can to support those wanting to start or grow their business, and as a former small business owner, I know many of the challenges and opportunities that they face every day. So by creating the right environment and providing support is so vital for small business to take advantage of those opportunities.


The $2 million in the budget providing fee relief to reduce the cost of small business fees and charges really does help, and goes a long way towards achieving the LORD MAYOR’s commitment to making Brisbane the most business-friendly city in Australia, and the best place to start and grow a small business.


One of the great challenges for small business and one that’s often talked about is the onerous and unnecessary compliance issues, and through the subsidising of small business fees and charges Council’s reducing compliance costs of obtaining regulatory approvals for small business.


But helping small business by removing barriers to starting their business by reducing start-up establishment fees, means that these businesses can put more money into developing their business and giving them the best chance of success. Because as both the LORD MAYOR and I think Councillor ADAMS spoke about was that there are quite a number of small businesses that don’t make it through the first five years. So giving them opportunity as they establish themselves gives them a greater chance of making sure that their business remains viable past that time.


Only a few weeks ago I had the great opportunity of speaking to a young couple who popped into the office to talk to me about applying for a food licence, and this is just a mum and dad small business or will be a mum and dad small business operation in our local area. People start small businesses for a range of reasons and their story is that they have a couple of children that require significant support, and so they have decided to go into a food business so that they can share their time better so that they can support their family members.


So this is just a young couple; not with tens of thousands of dollars to be able to start up a business. They’re going to bake goods in a commercial kitchen and then go to the markets and sell them. The nearly $400 that they are going to save in starting up their business through the remission or the reduction in the fees will really assist them. 


They’re not alone. There are lots and lots of small businesses that start off with not too much that grow to be very, very significant businesses, but without that initial kickstart—and that’s what this Administration is doing—means that they don’t often get off the ground.


So it was very exciting to speak to them. There was a lot of excitement but a bit of trepidation that reminded me of my journey when I first went into small business, but I was excited for them and I really wish them the very, very best.

At that time, 6:21pm, the Chair, Councillor Andrew WINES, resumed the Chair.

So there are other great benefits of the LORD MAYOR’s small business budget announcement. They include creating new opportunities for social enterprise and active local precincts with an investment of $165,000, which will include two liaison officers which will be able to provide support and assistance to small businesses. 


There’s $50,000 for a suburban shopfront program and $50,000 to support local trader associations to develop precinct promotion plans. For those of you who have those local organisations, trader organisations, they do a fantastic job at trying to build capacity in the local area.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order to you Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Apologise to Councillor DAVIS but I must again renew my concern and ask for your advice, particularly now I am aware that there are marketing funding attached to this budget item about whether or not Councillor MACKAY should be declaring an interest or a possible interest in this matter, or whether we as Councillors should be identifying it in accordance with our obligations under COBA (City of Brisbane Act 2010).

Chair:
This is in regards to item F specifically or this report in general?
Councillor JOHNSTON:
Well I’m concerned about all of it now, but particularly any item that has marketing funds attached to it. I believe that’s where we may have a problem. I have written to the CEO about it this afternoon, but I’m seeking clarification.


I appreciate he’s not here in the Chamber, but I just want to make sure we don’t have a problem with this going forward, and I just am seeking your advice to make sure that we’re not inadvertently approving something that we should not be under COBA.

Chair:
Of course. Alright. Thanks Councillor JOHNSTON. As you know these rules are very strict, but at this point the obligation is on Councillors to take the steps they believe necessary to address COI (conflict of interest) issues. As you’ll recall, at the start of this meeting and all meetings I remind Councillors of their obligations. I too, at this time—I think it’s appropriate to continue. However, your concerns are reasonable and we will pursue them. 

Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor SRI:
Point of order Mr Chair.

Chair:
Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Sorry, on an unrelated note, I’m mindful of the presence of members in the public gallery and I note that under the Meetings Local Law 11(2)(a) the LORD MAYOR has discretion to vary the agenda. This is the last time I’ll ask, but given that we have to go to dinner for an hour at 7pm, is there any appetite for bringing forward that climate emergency motion sooner, but if not, you should let of the members of the public know that we’ll be going to lunch for an hour, and that they’ll be staying a lot later than that if they wish to see that motion. So I just thought I’d put that request through you to the Mayor. 

Chair:
Well as you know Councillor SRI there’s only two ways to alter the agenda, and so if you wish to again put a resolution changing the agenda you can, but—
Councillor SRI:
No. The Mayor has discretion at any time to—singlehandedly the Mayor could decide to tweak that, but I’m just asking. It’s fine if they don’t want to.

Chair:
I suppose at this point I’d have to—whether it’s a point of order or not I’d have to say you would have to move a resolution to do so. 

Councillor DAVIS.

Councillor DAVIS:
Thank you, Chair. In wrapping up, I’d just say that the LNP is the party that supports small business. We care about their viability. We know what they bring to communities. They create jobs, they come up with new ways of doing old things and they help keep money in our local communities.


What would our neighbourhoods look like without our coffee shops and our restaurants, with the bakery and the butcher shop? These are small businesses that really add to the vibrancy of our local communities and they give us a sense of local pride, and they really—in some instances really become part of our local identity.


This is a great budget initiative and the LNP Administration, as I said, unashamedly support small businesses, and I know that these fees and charges reductions will go a long way to assisting small businesses, not only in the McDowall Ward but right across Brisbane and add to the economic vibrancy of our local areas. I commend this to the Chamber.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak briefly in support of the fee reductions for small businesses. 


I think this is a good step by the Administration. I just want to place on the record two concerns. The first is my concern about the ongoing creep into public space of footpath dining. While acknowledge that footpath dining helps positively activate the streetscape, I do wonder about the Administration’s strategy for that long term.


There are certain streets, particularly in the inner-city, that are becoming increasingly cluttered and crowded with footpath dining, and given we’re seeing increasingly high volumes of pedestrians but also mobility devices like e‑scooters which are currently legally required to use footpaths, I’d say—through you, Mr Chair to the relevant chairs and to the Mayor—if you are going to continue radically discounting footpath dining fees, that essentially amounts to handing over public land for a private purpose.


I do think at some point we have to recognise that that’s going to cause issues. It’s certainly causing issues on some commercial precincts in my electorate. I’m not dogmatic about this but I do think we need to recognise that you’re essentially giving a private business a permit to operate on public land, and that means that there’s less space available for pedestrians and mobility device users. So just flag that as an ongoing concern.


Also just a more general comment, that if this Administration was serious about supporting small businesses, a straightforward mechanism available to it is to introduce a form of vacancy tax or rates’ incentive so that investors are encouraged and incentivised to rent out their properties cheaply.


Far too often in this city we see investors who would rather leave their properties empty than rent them out cheaply. The DEPUTY MAYOR has acknowledged this concern herself on several occasions. I appreciate it’s not a simple and straightforward matter, but right now there are a range of tax incentives and rates levers that the Council is not using, which could be used to free up some of those empty properties.


Time and again I hear from small business owners who really would like to make a go of it, who are really doing their best to remain competitive and to reach a market, but they cannot afford high commercial rents, particularly in my ward but even throughout the city. I think that’s reflected in the fact that we see so many for lease signs throughout our city.


All around Woolloongabba, all around West End, there are for lease signs and it’s not because businesses don’t want to operate there. There’s really strong demand from businesses who are looking for spaces, who would love to reach customers, but they can’t afford the insanely high commercial rents. So it is probably time to think about rates’ incentives we can introduce to discourage investors from leaving those properties empty and give small businesses a fair go.


Discounting a couple of fees by $500 here, $1,000 there, that’s one thing, but we know that the real killer for small businesses is ever-increasing rental bills. That’s tens of thousands of dollars a year. So whatever small mechanisms are available in terms of rates’ incentives I think that needs to be given much deeper consideration.


I note that chambers of commerce in other states have already started calling for expiration and vacancy taxes and rates’ incentives and I think we should be really doing the same here, because we’re losing a lot of those small business. There are certain commercial precincts—I’m thinking particularly places like Boundary Street but to some extent Stones Corner, Stanley Street, different parts of the Valley. Where the diverse mix of local small businesses, where those fruit shops and delis and butchers, and even tailors, are all shutting down. Because they can’t afford those ridiculously high commercial rents and are being replaced by, in some context, monotonous restaurant and hospitality precincts that’s just bar, bar, restaurant, bar, bar, café, bar, bar, restaurant. I think that homogenous—sorry, that was definitely not a nursery rhyme. But I think that monotony needs to be challenged. 


I think if we’re genuinely committed to supporting diverse commercial precincts, we have to recognise that someone selling apples and oranges for a couple of dollars a kilo isn’t going to be able to compete with those bars that are selling thousands of dollars-worth of booze. We’re going to lose that important part of our community. We need to proactively incentivise landlords to drop their rent and to support those different small businesses. Because, like I said, bakeries, delis, fruit shops, they simply can’t survive under these market conditions.


So, if this Administration genuinely is serious about small business, stop tinkering around the edges. These incentives are a good start, but they don’t go nearly far enough.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thanks Mr Chair. I just rise to speak on item E. Just quickly to say that I’m in support of the resumption of this land at Rocklea, at 38 Salisbury Street, Rocklea. This area, which is bounded by Short Street, Marshall Road and Beaudesert Road, floods significantly and regularly—at least once every two years. This has been the site of a number of voluntary home buybacks that Council has undertaken. This is one of the last homes on that site and it’s certainly required so that we can develop this site for sporting fields. I think it’s a move in the right direction with this particular home, in purchasing this site. So that we can move with developing our fields on this flood-affected area. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, LORD MAYOR.

LORD MAYOR:
First of all, thank you to the Councillors for supporting these items, in particular the small business fee reductions and the land acquisitions. Appreciate that support. Councillor SRI, you mentioned the number of vacant shops and that is definitely something that Council is targeting through other initiatives in the budget, as part of our suburban renewal program. Looking at those suburban villages in particular, where we can identify areas that need special support. There are partners that we are working with, who have experienced significant success in other parts of Australia, such as Renew Australia, to deliver programs to help in this particular area.


This is something that will require a multi-pronged approach and the fees are obviously just one part of it. But there are other, many other things that we’re doing as well. I did want to point out that we run a whole range of small business forums out in the suburbs. That people are invited to come along to, to network, to learn from each other, to see what services are available. They are often done on particular topics as well. We recently had one on social enterprises, which was very well attended. So, we will continue running that support for small business. 


We also have a Small Business Hotline, which is very well received from the business community. We know that, like all of us, time is precious. They don’t want to be bounced from place to place and so the Small Business Hotline helps a one-stop shop for questions relating to anything in Council. I simply am pointing out that there’s a range of initiatives we’re running to support small business in the city and to help deliver Australia’s most small business-friendly city. I commend these items to the Chamber.

Chair:
Thank you. There are no items being taken seriatim, so to the matter of this Report. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, the Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER and the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.

The voting was as follows:

AYES: 23 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES, and the Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK, Jonathan SRI and Nicole JOHNSTON. 
The report read as follows(
A
RESUMPTION OF LAND FOR ENVIRONMENTAL (BUSHLAND) PURPOSES, LOCATED AT 161 FORD ROAD, BURBANK


112/20/439/201
14/2019-20
1.
The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.
2.
The subject land, located at 161 Ford Road, Burbank, is described as Lot 2 on RP105286 and contains a site area of 16.1204 hectares (described in Attachment B, submitted on file). The subject land is free from any improvements and is included in the Environmental management zone in Brisbane City Plan 2014. A copy of the plan for the subject land is set out in Attachment C (submitted on file). The subject land is outlined in red, and nearby Council land shaded green, on the locality plan set out in Attachment D (submitted on file).
3.
The subject land borders the Council-owned Ford Road Reserve and forms part of Brisbane Koala Bushlands. Brisbane Koala Bushlands is one of the largest conservation areas within Brisbane, comprising more than 1,000 hectares of bushland, extending from Belmont to Tingalpa Creek in Burbank. Brisbane Koala Bushlands forms part of the Koala Coast network, which is recognised as one of the most important koala habitat areas in South East Queensland. 

4.
The majority of land comprising Brisbane Koala Bushlands, including the adjoining Ford Road Reserve, has been acquired through Council’s Bushland Acquisition Program. The acquisition of the subject land through the Bushland Acquisition Program will build upon the investments made by Council by further expanding Brisbane Koala Bushlands and preserving significant wildlife habitat. 
5.
Council endeavoured to secure the subject land by negotiation but was unsuccessful. On 26 February 2019, the Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, approved the issuing of a Notice of Intention to Resume over the required land. Council issued the notice on 8 March 2019. 

6.
An objection was received from the owner. All objection material, including the written objection and Council’s response, is set out in Attachment E (submitted on file).

7.
Upon completion of the formal resumption process, all interests in the resumed land are converted to a right to claim compensation pursuant to the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967. Negotiations concerning compensation will occur concurrently with the formal resumption process.

8.
The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at its meeting of 24 June 2019.

9.
DECISION:
THAT E&C, AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL DURING RECESS, DETERMINES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT DETERMINATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Draft Determination

DRAFT DETERMINATION to resume land for environmental (bushland) purposes, located at 161 Ford Road, Burbank

1.
As:

(i) on 8 March 2019, Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967, issued a Notice of Intention to Resume the privately-owned land set out and identified in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(ii) an objection in writing was received to the notice from the owner described in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(iii) Council has duly considered the objection and made a recommendation for the treatment of that objection, as set out in Attachment E (submitted on file),

then E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, is of the opinion that:

(i) the land described in Attachment B (submitted on file) is required for the management, protection or control of the environmental values of areas or places for environmental (bushland) purposes

(ii) it is necessary to take the said land.
2.
E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, approves City Legal, City Administration and Governance, making the required application for the approval of the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for the taking of the land and registered interests under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.

NOTED
B
RESUMPTION OF LAND FOR ENVIRONMENTAL (BUSHLAND) PURPOSES, LOCATED AT 267 AND 271 LAKE MANCHESTER ROAD, KHOLO

161/20/439/329 and 161/20/439/330

15/2019-20
10. The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.
11. The subject properties located at 267 and 271 Lake Manchester Road, Kholo, are described as Lot 2 on RP158192 and Lot 1 on RP158192 respectively, and comprise a total site area of 22.178 hectares (described in Attachment B, submitted on file). The subject properties are free from any improvements and are included in the Environmental management zone in Brisbane City Plan 2014. A copy of the plan for the subject properties (shaded yellow) is set out in Attachment C (submitted on file). The subject properties are outlined in red, and nearby Council land is shaded green, on the locality plan in Attachment D (submitted on file).
12. The subject properties border the Council-owned Kholo Bushland Reserve. Kholo Bushland Reserve forms part of an ecological corridor linking the D’Aguilar National Park, Kholo bushlands and habitat along the Brisbane River. The subject properties support remnant vegetation and the area supports a diversity of native wildlife species, including koalas.

13. Council has invested considerable resources into the protection and enhancement of significant habitat in Kholo. The acquisition of the subject properties will build upon this investment by consolidating and enhancing connectivity between existing conservation reserves, and increasing the area of habitat available to significant wildlife species. 

14. Council endeavoured to secure the subject properties by negotiation but was unsuccessful. On 26 February 2019, the Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, approved the issuing of Notices of Intention to Resume over the required land. Council issued the notices on 8 March 2019. 

15. Objections were received from the owners (described in Attachment B, submitted on file). All objection material, including the written objection and Council’s response, are set out in Attachments E and F (submitted on file).

16. Upon completion of the formal resumption process, all interests in the resumed land are converted to a right to claim compensation pursuant to the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967. Negotiations concerning compensation will occur concurrently with the formal resumption process.
17. The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at its meeting of 24 June 2019.
18.
DECISION:
THAT E&C, AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL DURING RECESS, DETERMINES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DRAFT DETERMINATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Draft Determination

DRAFT DETERMINATION TO resume land for environmental (bushland) purposes, located at 267 and 271 Lake Manchester Road, Kholo

1.
As:

(i) on 8 March 2019, Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967, issued Notices of Intention to Resume the privately-owned land set out and identified in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(ii) objections in writing were received to those notices from the owners described in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(iii) Council has duly considered the objections received and made recommendations for the treatment of those objections, as set out in Attachment E (submitted on file),

then E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, is of the opinion that:

(i) the land described in Attachment B (submitted on file) is required for the management, protection or control of the environmental values of areas or places for environmental (bushland) purposes

(ii) it is necessary to take the said land.
2.
E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, approves City Legal, City Administration and Governance, making the required application for the approval of the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for the taking of the land and registered interests under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.
NOTED
C
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR THE SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE OF ORACLE SOFTWARE AND HARDWARE PRODUCTS

165/830/179/673
16/2019-20
19. The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.

20. The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 4 June 2019.

21. The submission is recommended to E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.
Purpose
22. The Stores Board recommends approval of the Significant Contracting Plan (SCP) to enter into contracts with Oracle Corporation Australia Pty Ltd (Oracle) for the Support and Maintenance of Oracle Software and Hardware Products.
23. The contracts will be entered into under Exemption 4 of Schedule A of SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2018-19, which allows for exemption from the quoting and tendering requirement as it is a contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy. The Queensland Government’s Department of Housing and Public Works (DHPW) and Housing has a Standing Offer Arrangement (SOA) with Oracle, which allows for entities such as Council to procure Oracle support and maintenance.

Background/business case
24. What is being procured and why: 
On 6 August 2018, the Establishment and Coordination Committee approved to directly enter into a contract with Oracle for the support and maintenance of Oracle software and hardware products.
25. As this contract will expire on 13 July 2019, it is recommended that Council enter into new support and maintenance contracts with Oracle to sustain critical Oracle-based systems under their Platinum Services offering. The following new contracts are required until more cloud based services become available in the market.
-
Oracle Exadata (Exadata) databases at Digital Sense Hosting Pty Ltd (Digital Sense) – These databases host critical systems including the Revenue Information Management System (RIMS), Development and Revenue Tracking (DART) and Optimise. 

For the initial term of three years with options to extend for additional periods up to two years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.

-
Exadata databases at Brisbane Square and Holland Park data centres – These databases host the SAP system and need to be maintained until a Software as a Service (SaaS) solution is implemented. This is planned to occur by 30 June 2020.

For the initial term of one year with an option to extend for an additional period of one year should the SaaS implementation be delayed.

-
Software support and maintenance bundle to maintain critical systems including SAP, DART, RIMS, Geographic Information Services (GIS), HASTUS and Optimise.

For the initial term of two years with options to extend for additional periods up to three years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.   

Council had the opportunity to commit to two or three-year initial contract terms for this software support and maintenance bundle. The three-year initial term is not recommended as the risks associated with committing to a longer-term contract did not represent value to Council.  

-
Identity and Access Management Software – This software ensures that Council officers have the appropriate access to technology resources. This software is expected to be decommissioned within the next 12 months.  

For the initial term of six months with options to extend for additional periods up to 18 months, not exceeding a maximum term of two years, should the planned decommissioning be delayed.

-
Support and maintenance for Oracle platforms, Primavera (project management software), Business Intelligence software and development software support.  

For the initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years. 

-
Extended support for aged Oracle database, software and applications that have exceeded their initial support life.

For the initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods up to two years, not exceeding a maximum term of three years.
26. Oracle’s cloud computing services have been considered as part of Council’s cloud Computing strategy, but while its current service offerings are maturing, it does not currently meet Council’s requirements. Council will continue to monitor Oracle’s cloud services and assess its suitability for use within Council, and its alignment to Councils cloud strategy. 
27. It is also recommended that Council enter into a contract for Oracle’s Advanced Customer Services (ACS), which are not included in Oracle’s Platinum Service offering. These services apply quarterly security patches that protect Council’s Exadata databases from security threats. 
28. It is recommended that these services only be performed by Oracle ACS representatives, as using another service provider prevents Council from any follow up Oracle support should it be required. 
29. The procurement of these specialist services will be on a schedule of rates price basis, and subject to Council’s financial delegations at the time of placing an order.
Exemption applicability and rationale

30. Exemption applicability:
	Exemption from SP103 name 
	Explanation, limitations, responsibilities and approvals

	A contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy.
	Where value for money outcomes can be obtained, this general exemption allows engagements with another government entity or government owned entity. For example, Australian, Queensland or local government or an entity owned by the Australian, Queensland or local government.

Contracts and arrangements established by another government entity, local authority or Local Buy have been sourced by reputable entities that apply appropriate principles and probity, and can be expected to deliver reasonable value for money for Council. 


31.
Rationale for this procurement meeting exemption applicability:

(a) [image: image2.emf]The DHPW has an SOA with Oracle, which allows for entities such as Council to procure Oracle support and maintenance. This SOA was established in 2011 by the Queensland Government and was recently extended until 10 August 2019. The Queensland Government is currently working with Oracle to extend this contract beyond 2019. 

(b) All Oracle pricing is formulated from the original licence purchase price. The support and maintenance pricing structure is then maintained for the life of each product.

Council has negotiated different contract terms for the Oracle products in line with current and future business needs. By committing to an initial contract term of three years for the Exadata databases at Digital Sense and two years on the software support and maintenance bundle, Council has secured costs savings in excess of $1 million over the maximum five-year terms of these contracts.

Market analysis

32. Oracle has been used by Council for more than 20 years as it has been a leader in database technologies. Recently, Oracle has lost market share to other database vendors including Amazon Web Services (AWS), SAP and the current market leader, Microsoft. 

33. Over the last few years, Information Services (IS), Organisational Services (OS), has transitioned some of Council’s Oracle-based systems to Microsoft when it has presented greater value for money to Council.

34. Council still has several critical Oracle-based business systems (including SAP, DART, RIMS, GIS, HASTUS and Optimise) that must be maintained until more mature cloud-based services that deliver on its Cloud Computing Strategy become available in the market.

35. Oracle’s cloud computing services have been considered as part of this strategy, however, Council considers its current cloud capabilities immature as its current cloud market share is less than one per cent globally.

Policy and risks

36. Environmental, quality assurance, access and equity, zero harm and support for locally produced and Australian products:

Not applicable

37. Risks associated with these contracts (including mitigation strategies):

There are no significant procurement risks identified. The supplier has successfully implemented the solution and has effectively supported the system since its inception. 

38. Are the contracts listed as critical contracts requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council?

No

Contract proposed

	Type of procurement:
	Entering into contracts with Oracle

	If establishing a new CPA, how will it be operated?
	Operationally the contracts will be managed by IS, OS, with support as required by Strategic Procurement Office, OS.

	Contract standard to be used:
	Government Information Technology Contract Agreement Number Q-120.

	Amendments to the contract standards e.g. is liability and indemnity to be capped?
	Yes, the liability and indemnity has been capped at the contract price. All other terms and conditions remain the same.

	Has the proposed contractor(s) signed the contracts to formalise their offer?
	Yes

	Execution date of contracts:
	14 July 2019

	Term/period of contracts:
	Platinum Support and Maintenance Services for the following.

-
Exadata databases at Digital Sense – An initial term of three years with options to extend for additional periods up to two years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.

-
Exadata databases at Brisbane Square and Holland Park data centres – An initial term of one year with an option to extend for an additional period of one year, not exceeding a maximum term of two years.

-
Software support and maintenance bundle – An initial term of two years with options to extend for additional periods up to three years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.

-
Identity and Access Management Software – An initial term of six months with options to extend for additional periods up to 18 months, not exceeding a maximum term of two years.

-
Support and maintenance for Oracle platforms, Primavera (project management software), Business Intelligence software and development software support – An initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods up to four years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years. 

-
Extended support for aged Oracle database, software and applications that have exceeded their initial support life – An initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods up to two years, not exceeding a maximum term of three years. 

Non-Platinum Support and Maintenance Services for the following.

-
ACS – An initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods up to four years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.

	Price basis:
	Annual lump sum for Oracle Platinum Services, and a schedule of rates for Oracle’s ACS.

	Variation for rise and fall in cost:
	Lump sum prices will be fixed for the initial term of the contracts and are expected to increase at four per cent for each contract extension as per Oracle’s policy. 

The schedule of rates will be reviewed annually for the ACS services only.

	Security for the contracts:
	Not applicable 

	Defects liability period/warranty period?
	Not applicable

	Liquidated damages:
	Not applicable

	Software component?
	No 

	Contracts preparation:
	Oracle


Funding

39. Estimated expenditure under these contracts (excluding contingency if any):

The commitment by Council under these contracts is as follows:

-
$611,366 (lump sum) – Exadata databases at Digital Sense for an initial term of three years

-
$536,003 (lump sum) – Exadata databases at Brisbane Square and Holland Park data centres for an initial term of one year 

-
$5,306,857 (lump sum) – Software support and maintenance bundle for an initial term of two years

-
$79,338 (lump sum) – Identity and Access Management Software for an initial term of six months

-
$56,938 (lump sum) – Support and maintenance for Oracle platforms, Primavera (project management software), Business Intelligence software and development software support for an initial term of one year 

-
$287,517 (lump sum) – Extended support for aged Oracle database, software and applications that have exceeded their initial support life – an initial term of one year 

-
approximately $50,000 a year (schedule of rates) – ACS.

The estimated commitment by Council under these contracts (including any optional additional periods) is $18.3 million. 

40. Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under these contracts? 

Yes. Optional additional periods are subject to budget availability.

42.
Program:


Program 8 – City Governance 

Outcome:

8.6. Information and Communications Technology 

Strategy:

8.6.1 Information Driven Organisation

Service:

8.6.1.1 Optimise Organisational ICT Effectiveness 

Operating or Projects:

Infrastructure Sustainment

	Financial Year
	2019-20 ($000)
	2020-21 ($000)
	2021-22 ($000)
	2022-23 ($000)

	Capital
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Expenses
	287
	414
	-
	-

	Revenue
	-
	-
	-
	-


43. The Chief Executive Officer provided the following information and the Committee agreed at its meeting of 24 June 2019.

44.
DECISION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR THE FOLLOWING

(1) Entering into contracts with Oracle Corporation Australia Pty Ltd (Oracle) for Support and Maintenance of Oracle Software and Hardware Products on an annual lump sum and schedule of rates price basis as follows.

-
Exadata databases at Digital Sense on a lump sum price basis of $611,366 for the initial term of three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years. 
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-
Exadata databases at Brisbane Square and Holland Park data centres on a lump sum price basis of $536,003 for the initial term of one year with an option to extend for an additional period of one year, not exceeding a maximum term of two years.  

-
Software support and maintenance bundle on a lump sum price basis of $5,306,857 for the initial term of two years with options to extend for additional periods of up to three years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.  

-
Identity and Access Management software on a lump sum price basis of $79,338 for the initial term of six months with options to extend for additional periods of up to 18 months, not exceeding a maximum term of two years. 

-
Support and maintenance for Oracle platforms, Primavera, Business Intelligence software and development software support on a lump sum price basis of $56,938 for the initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years.   

-
Extended support for aged Oracle databases, software and applications on a lump sum price basis of $287,517 for the initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods of up to two years, not exceeding a maximum term of three years.  

-
Advanced Customer Services on a schedule of rates price basis for the initial term of one year with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, not exceeding a maximum term of five years. 
The contracts will be entered into under Exemption 4 of Schedule A of SP103 Procurement Policy and Plan 2018-19, which allows for exemption from the quoting and tendering requirement as it is a contract made with, or a purchase from a contract made by, another government entity, government owned entity or Local Buy.
(2) The optional additional periods in the contracts may be exercised following approval from the Chief Procurement Officer, Strategic Procurement Office, Organisational Services, in consultation with the Chief Information Officer, Information Services, Organisational Services, subject to the satisfactory performance of the contractor.
(3) That the Category Manager – ICT and Technology, Category Management, Strategic Procurement Office, Organisational Services, is authorised to sign and manage the contracts on Council’s behalf.

NOTED
D
STORES BOARD SUBMISSION – SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN FOR CLEANING SERVICES AT COUNCIL SITES

165/830/179/640
17/2019-20
45.
The Chief Executive Officer provided the information below.
46. The Chief Executive Officer and the Stores Board considered the submission, as set out in Attachment A (submitted on file), on 4 June 2019.

47. The submission is recommended to E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, as it is considered the most advantageous outcome for the provision of the required services.
48. Commercial-in-Confidence details have been removed from this report, highlighted in yellow and replaced with the word [Commercial-in-Confidence].
Purpose
49. The Stores Board recommends approval of the procurement strategy to establish a Corporate Procurement Arrangement (CPA) for Cleaning Services at Council Sites for a period of up to seven years.
Background/business case
50. Council currently has 189 sites around Brisbane including Brisbane Square, Green Square, ward offices, libraries, halls and bus interchanges that require cleaning services. These sites are mostly cleaned daily with additional periodical scheduled work. Social enterprises are contracted for some of the sites and these contractors, and other similar organisations, will be invited to tender. 
51. The current contracts awarded under the previous tender were for the following categories:

-
Category 1 – Internal cleaning of suburban Council sites

-
Category 2 – Cleaning of Queen Street Mall structures

-
Category 3 – City Hall High Access Cleaning

-
Category 4 – Brisbane Square (BSQ), Green Square (GSQ) and Roy Harvey House

-
Category 5 – Transport for Brisbane (TfB) bus depots, interchanges, on-road toilet facilities and meal rooms

-
Category 6 – Social procurement arrangements – 12 sites awarded.

52. Category 3, City Hall High Access Cleaning, is not included in this tender due to the infrequent cleaning requirements. All other categories for this tender will be the same. 

53. In keeping with Council’s values, social enterprises will be given priority for 45 sites, mostly halls, community centres and State Emergency Services depots. This does not preclude social enterprises from tendering for any other sites, nor does it preclude other tenderers from tendering for the 45 sites set aside. If no offer is received, or an agreement cannot be reached with a social enterprise for one or more of these sites, other tenderers who have submitted an offer for those sites will be considered. 

54. All tenderers will be required to demonstrate how they and, if applicable, their sub-contractors and franchisees, meet legislated minimum pay requirements and ensure staff meet legal requirements for working in Australia. They will also have to detail their processes when employing staff and, in particular, any additional steps they take in selecting staff to service Council’s secure areas. 

55. Provision is made in this tender for variations to the schedules if Council adds or removes any sites, or amends the cleaning requirements of a site, including during the period between awarding a contract and the commencement of the contract in February 2020. 

56. Estimated expenditure for 2018-19 under this CPA is $4.9 million. Social enterprises comprise 10% of this expenditure at an estimated premium of approximately 10%.

Policy and other considerations

57. Is there an existing CPA for these goods/services/works?
Yes, CPA 510131 commenced on 7 February 2015 and expires on 6 February 2020. 

58. Current contracts for the categories in this tender are held by:

-
Pickwick Property Services Pty Ltd – Categories 1, 2 and 4

-
Bayton Property Services Pty Ltd – Categories 1 and 4

-
Advanced National Services Pty Ltd – Category 1

-
Challenger Services Group (Qld) Pty Ltd – Category 5 

-
The Trustee for Diverciti Enterprises Trust – Category 6

-
Sandgate and Bracken Ridge Action Group Incorporated trading as SEED PPM – Category 6.

59. Could Council businesses provide the services/works?

No 

60. Are there policy, or other issues, that the delegate should be aware of?

No

61. Have the following issues been considered in the development of the specifications and evaluation criteria: Environmental sustainability, Access and Equity, Zero Harm, Quality Assurance (QA) and support for locally produced and Australian products? 

Yes, the inclusion of social enterprises aligns with Council’s values. Where available, cleaning products are to be environmentally friendly (e.g. biodegradable) and all service providers are anticipated to be Brisbane based. Local benefits, including the number of local jobs supported by the procurement activity, will be considered as part of the evaluation criteria.

62. Does this procurement exercise need to be managed under the PM2 Governance and Assurance Framework?

No

Market analysis

63. As there are low barriers to entry and low market concentration, there is an abundance of cleaning companies in Brisbane including small businesses, social enterprises and large companies, operating either as a contractor with their own staff or using franchisees and sub‑contractors to undertake the cleaning operations.

64. This has historically been a price-driven industry where contractors have operated on low margins resulting in quality of workmanship issues. The industry attracts a part-time labour force that does not require any qualifications, are working in low paying roles, are under pressure to keep hours to a minimum and, with a majority of work being carried out late at night or in the early morning, has a high staff turnover rate. While Council cannot address all these issues, as with previous tenders, this tender seeks to obtain a commitment by contractors to ensure staff are remunerated in accordance with legislation and awards as a minimum.

Procurement strategy and activity plan

	Procurement objective:
	-
To procure cleaning services in a way which complies with the Sound Contracting Principles set out in section 103(3) of the City of Brisbane Act 2010 and provides the most advantageous outcome for Council.

-
The achievement of the above procurement objective will be measured in the post‑market submission.

	Title of contract:
	Cleaning Services at Council Sites

	Type of procurement: 
	Establishing a CPA 

	Process to be used:
	Request for Proposals (RFP)

	RFP standard to be used (and any amendments to the standard):
	The RFP standard will be Council’s corporate standard with no amendments. 

	Advertising/sole or select sourcing:
	Offers are to be sought publicly via Council’s supplier portal.

	How RFP is to be distributed and submitted:
	Via Council’s supplier portal 


	How tenders/proposals are to be lodged:
	Via Council’s supplier portal

	Part offers:
	Offers for a site within a category will be considered. Offers to perform part of the services for an individual site will not be considered.

	Joint offers:
	Joint offers may be considered.

	Contract standard to be used (and any amends):
	Council standard Once-Off Services Contract 

	Period/term of contract: 
	An initial term of three years with options to extend for additional periods of up to four years, for a period of up to seven years.

	Insurance requirements:
	Workers’ Compensation insurance to the extent required by the laws of the State of Queensland, Public and Product Liability Insurance of $20 million and Motor Vehicle Liability Insurance (including supplementary bodily injury) of $20 million.

	Price basis:
	Schedule of rates 

	Price adjustment:
	To be established as a result of negotiations and advised in the post-market submission.

	Liquidated damages:
	No liquidated damages apply but Council’s right to claim general law damages is preserved.

	Security for the contract:
	Not applicable

	Defects liability period/warranty period:
	Not applicable

	Other strategy elements: 
	-
The number of sites prioritised for social enterprise participation has been increased from the 12 currently awarded to potentially 45.

-
Ensuring workers are paid according to legislation and are legally allowed to work in Australia.

-
Ward office cleaning under the new contract does not begin until April 2020.

	Alternative strategies considered:
	Nil 




Anticipated schedule

65. Pre-market approval:

24 June 2019

Date of release to market:

26 June 2019

Tender closing:


26 July 2019

Evaluation completion:

20 September 2019

Contract prepared:

4 October 2019

Post-market approval:

26 November 2019

Contract commencement:

6 February 2020

Budget

66. Estimated total expenditure under this CPA/contract (including any options):
Estimated expenditure is $37.5 million over the potential maximum seven-year term of the contract.
67. Sufficient approved budget to meet the total spend under this CPA? 
Funding is available for the initial term of the contract and extensions will be subject to approved budget. 
68. Anticipated procurement savings (if any):
To be established and reported in the post-market submission.
Procurement risk

69. Summary of key risks associated with this procurement:
	Procurement risk
	Risk rating
	Risk mitigation strategy
	Risk allocation

	Tenderers under‑pricing in their tender submission due to not viewing all 189 sites
	Low
	-
Conduct a walk around of major sites (BSQ, GSQ, etc.). 

-
Tenderers to price on historical cleaning times for smaller suburban sites as provided by Council in the tender. 
	Council/contractor

	Price volatility
	Low
	-
Agreed price review 
methodology. 
	Council/contractor

	Exploitation of labour force
	Medium
	-
Declaration with each invoice stating that wages are as per award and that staff are permitted to work in Australia.

-
Spot checks on employee status and wage records by Council.
	Contractor

	Quality of workmanship
	Medium
	-
Quality checks by Council staff and key performance indicators.
	Contractor


70. Is this contract listed as a ‘critical contract’ requiring the contractor to have in place a Business Continuity Plan approved by Council? 
No
Tender evaluation 

71. Evaluation criteria:

(a) Mandatory/essential criteria:

Social enterprise tenderers must provide the basis upon which the organisation is considered to be a social enterprise.
(b) Non-price weighted evaluation criteria:
	Weighted evaluation criteria
	Weighting

(%)

	Capability, experience and performance
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Service quality
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Local benefits, staff appointment and remuneration
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Safety and environment
	[Commercial-in-Confidence]

	Total:
	100


The assessment for social enterprises in the above criteria varies to that for general tenderers to allow Council the opportunity to introduce new social enterprises which may not have the extent of experience or administrative support that established social enterprises have.
(c) Price model:
Basket of services

72. Evaluation methodology:

(a) Shortlisting process:
Responses will be shortlisted by non-price scores.
(b) Value for money (VFM) method:
Council’s standard VFM methodology. This is the non-price score divided by the price to create a VFM index. 
74. The Chief Executive Officer provided the following information and the Committee agreed at its meeting of 24 June 2019.

75.
DECISION:
THAT THE STORES BOARD RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE SIGNIFICANT CONTRACTING PLAN TO ESTABLISH A CORPORATE PROCUREMENT ARRANGEMENT FOR CLEANING SERVICES AT COUNCIL SITES FOR A PERIOD OF UP TO SEVEN YEARS.

NOTED
E
RESUMPTION OF LAND FOR PARK AND RECREATION PURPOSES, LOCATED AT 38 SALISBURY STREET, ROCKLEA, FOR THE ROCKLEA SPORTS AND COMMUNITY PARK

161/20/439/394


18/2019-20
76. The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.
77. A proposed new sports and community park located at Salisbury Street, Rocklea, received funding in Council’s Annual Plan and Budget 2018-19. It is proposed to consolidate the existing Council-owned open space at this location into a functional sports park. The existing open space resulted from the voluntary buyback of flood-prone residential properties after the 1974 Brisbane flood and under the Voluntary Home Purchase Scheme since 2006.

78. The development of a sports and community park at this location will provide a range of informal sporting and recreational opportunities for the local community while removing the ongoing flood risk for the owner of the subject property. 

79. The subject property is located at 38 Salisbury Street, Rocklea, (described as Lots 70 and 71 on RP3739) and has a total site area of 961 square metres (refer Attachment B, submitted on file). The physical characteristics of the subject property and surrounding Council-owned land are suited for sport and recreation purposes as they are generally flat, cleared of most vegetation and have multiple road frontages, which provides good accessibility. To consolidate and develop the Rocklea sports and community park it is necessary to acquire the subject property. 

80. The subject property is highlighted yellow in Attachment C (submitted on file), and is outlined red in the locality plan in Attachment D (submitted on file).

81. On 15 February 2019, the Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, approved the issuing of a Notice of Intention to Resume over the subject property. The notice was issued on 20 March 2019. No objection was received from the owner of the subject property. 
82. Upon completion of the formal resumption process, all interests in the resumed land are converted to a right to claim compensation pursuant to the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967. Negotiations concerning compensation will run concurrent to the formal resumption process.
83. The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at its meeting of 24 June 2019.

84. DECISION:

THAT E&C, AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL DURING RECESS, APPROVE THE DRAFT DETERMINATION SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder.
Attachment A

Draft Determination

DRAFT DETERMINATION TO RESUME land for park and recreation purposes, located at 38 Salisbury Street, Rocklea, FOR THE ROCKLEA SPORTS AND COMMUNITY PARK

1.
As:

(i) on 20 March 2019, Council, in accordance with the provisions of the Acquisition of Land Act 1967, issued a Notice of Intention to Resume the privately-owned land set out and identified in Attachment B (submitted on file)
(ii) no objection in writing was received to the notice from the owner described in Attachment B (submitted on file),

then E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, is of the opinion that:

(i) the land described in Attachment B (submitted on file) is required for park and recreation purposes

(ii) it is necessary to take the said land.

2.
E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, approves City Legal, City Administration and Governance, making the required application for the approval of the Minister for Natural Resources, Mines and Energy for the taking of the land and registered interests under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967.

3.
E&C, as delegate of Council during recess, approves the clearing of improvements on the land.

NOTED
F
SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESS – FEES AND CHARGES REDUCTION POLICY

122/630/543/166

19/2019-20
85. The Divisional Manager, City Planning and Sustainability, provided the information below.
86. Council is supporting small businesses by providing discounts on Council fees and charges. The discounts will reduce the cost of establishing and operating a small business in Brisbane.

87. To facilitate the implementation of the discounts, the proposed Supporting Small Business – Fees and Charges Reduction Policy (the proposed policy) has been developed, and is provided at Attachment A (submitted on file)

88. The Divisional Manager provided the following recommendation and the Committee agreed at its meeting of 24 June 2019.

89. DECISION:

THAT E&C, AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL DURING RECESS, APPROVE THE SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESS – FEES AND CHARGES REDUCTION POLICY, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, submitted on file. 
NOTED

NOTATION OF DECISIONS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE AS DELEGATE OF COUNCIL:
ENVIRONMENT, PARKS AND SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona HAMMOND, Chair of the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of Council during the Winter Recess 2019, on matters usually considered by the Environment, Parks and Sustainability Committee, be noted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. First of all, I’d like to follow up with something I took on notice for Councillor JOHNSTON in the Committee today. She asked about a couple of addresses at the end of cul-de-sacs that back onto parkland on the Brisbane River. Just want to verify for Councillor JOHNSTON, the two addresses that you gave us are actually road reserve, adjacent to parkland. The advice that I’ve been given by the Council officers was to seek guidance from your local Assets Service officers in your region to see if you can have the seating, I think, that you wanted in that location.


I also just want to clarify with regard to a comment that I made during the Committee meeting this morning. Where we were considering a petition in relation to purchasing some land for park purposes at 54 Beelarong Street, Morningside.

Councillor COOK:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor COOK.
Declaration of Material Personal Interest - Councillor Kara COOK
Councillor COOK:
Mr Chair, I have a material personal interest in this matter and need to abstain or exit the Chamber while this is discussed. Thank you.
Chair:
Okay, thank you. 
Councillor Kara COOK, retired from the meeting room and associated places for the duration of the debate.
Chair: 
Just hang on Councillor HAMMOND. Councillor COOK has left, please continue.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Okay, I’m just referring to, I think, a letter or email that she put through to the CEO about this particular concern that I’m reporting on right now. So, I don’t understand what it is. But anyway, as was noted in the Report at the Committee, Councillor COOK—
Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
Councillor JOHNSTON, please cease interjecting. 

Councillor HAMMOND, please continue.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Because I’m responding to an email that I received from the CEO, Councillor JOHNSTON. From a complaint put in from a statement that I made to my Committee. So, I’m rectifying that.

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND, please address all comments through the Chair, and please return to the substantive point. Please continue.

Councillor HAMMOND:
Okay, I’m responding to an email that I received. As was noted in the Report to the Committee, Councillor COOK declared a material personal interest in relation to this matter. As I did not know what the personal interest was, I inadvertently assumed that it was the property subject to the petition. However, I understand, from talking to Councillor COOK after the Committee meeting, that she does not own the property as was—at that address. That she does own property in the vicinity. So, I just want to clarify for the record, and apologise for any error on my part in relation to this. Thank you, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Thank you. 

Is there any further debate? 
There being none, we’ll put that resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.

The report read as follows(
A
TRACK NAMING – FORMAL NAMING OF THE WALKING TRACK FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE ABORIGINAL ART TRAIL AT MT COOT‑THA CONSERVATION RESERVE, MT COOT-THA, AS ‘HOOP PINE TRACK’


161/540/567/186
20/2019-20
1.
The Manager, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, provided the following information. 

2.
Mt Coot-tha Reserve, adjoining D’Aguilar National Park and Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-tha, is Brisbane’s largest natural area with more than 1,600 hectares of open eucalypt forest, rainforest gullies and creek lines with a diversity of flora and fauna.

3.
The Mt Coot-tha Aboriginal Art Trail (Art Trail) was commissioned by Council in 1993 as part of the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People. It is located near the J.C. Slaughter Falls picnic area and adjoins the highly used Summit Track. The Art Trail is a one-kilometre walking track that features traditional Aboriginal artworks, including tree carvings, rock paintings, etchings and rock arrangements.
4.
The Art Trail was designed to show the function of Aboriginal art as a way of ‘mapping’ the land and passing on cultural information. It is noted that Mt Coot-tha is a significant site to the Jagera and Turrbal people, however, none of the local Aboriginal artists who created the works identify as Turrbal people.

5.
The artwork is now 25 years old, and well beyond its expected life. In 2016, Council engaged the University of Melbourne to carry out a condition assessment of the art on the Art Trail. The results of this assessment identified that the art is in poor condition.

6.
The Art Trail receives unfavourable responses and reviews from visitors via Council correspondence and online reviews (such as TripAdvisor) and therefore needed to be decommissioned. A decision was made to decommission the Aboriginal Art Trail in March 2018.

7.
A consultant with expertise in Aboriginal art and one of the original artists have provided a decommissioning report in consultation with the other artists and/or their families. The decommissioning report recommended the removal of signage, a portion of the Aboriginal artworks, carvings, etchings and rock arrangements from the site. Considering this would no longer make this location an Art Trail, it is recommended that it be renamed in recognition of the local remnant hoop pines that are located within the walking track.

8.
It is recommended that following the decommissioning of the Art Trail, it be renamed the ‘Hoop Pine Track’, which includes replacing four information blade signs and updating up to 12 local ‘You are here’ signs.

Funding
9.
Funding for the track signage is available in the West Region, Asset Services, Field Services, Brisbane Infrastructure, recurrent budget allocation for 2019-20.

Consultation
10.
Councillor Kate Richards, Councillor for Pullenvale Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation. 


Customer impact
11.
Due to the deteriorated state of the Aboriginal Art Trail, the closure of this trail and subsequent renaming will have minimal customer impact and will address the unfavourable responses and online reviews received from some visitors.

12.
The Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 24 June 2019. 

13.
DECISION:

THAT APPROVAL BE GRANTED TO FORMALLY RENAME THE WALKING TRACK FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE ABORIGINAL ART TRAIL, LOCATED AT MT COOT-THA CONSERVATION RESERVE, MT COOT-THA, AS ‘HOOP PINE TRACK’, IN ACCORDANCE WITH COUNCIL’S OS03 NAMING PARKS, FACILITIES OR TRACKS PROCEDURE.
NOTED
Chair:
Can someone please—thank you, Councillor CUMMING. 
COMMUNITY, ARTS AND LIFESTYLE COMMITTEE

Councillor Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Deputy Chair of the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, moved, seconded by Councillor Kate RICHARDS, that the report setting out the decisions of the Establishment and Coordination Committee as delegate of Council during the Winter Recess 2019, on matters usually considered by the Community, Arts and Lifestyle Committee, be noted.

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor CUNNINGHAM.

Councillor CUNNINGHAM:
Mr Chair, during the recess we had the following petitions. The first is a petition requesting that Council take action to address antisocial behaviour occurring at the Balmoral Youth Space. This petition was presented by Councillor CASSIDY on behalf of Councillor COOK and contains 34 signatures. I understand that Council has discussed the concerns about antisocial behaviour at the Balmoral Youth Space with the QPS (Queensland Police Service), which is the appropriate authority in this matter. QPS has advised, their officers do undertake regular patrols of the area, but have not witnessed an increase in antisocial behaviour. 


It’s recommended that if residents do have any concerns or are witness to this type of behaviour, they report it to the QPS as soon as practicable. I’m advised that the local Councillor, Councillor COOK, is supportive of this response. I’m sure Councillor COOK will be working with the QPS to address any issues that may arise. Council will write to the head petitioner to this effect. 


From a Council perspective, we run regular activities at the facility as part of Council’s Active and Healthy Programs, the most popular being skateboarding workshops. These workshops are run by qualified teaching coaches and, in addition to helping improve skills, the coaches educate participants on skate park safety, etiquette and encourage social inclusion. Council will continue to offer these positive programs in an attempt to encourage positive engagement of the facility.


The second petition, Mr Chair, is in regard to a request for assistance to control antisocial behaviour at 28 Tanglewood Street, Middle Park and to investigate safety concerns relating to a dog at the property. The petition has eight signatures. Council’s Animals Local Law 2017 places responsibility on dog owners to ensure their pets are under control and adequate fences are in place. As I mentioned earlier, any reports of antisocial behaviour should be reported to QPS as soon as possible. QPS really are the appropriate authority to deal with these matters and residents are encouraged to report to the QPS if they have concerns. I’m advised that the local Councillor, Councillor BOURKE, was consulted and supports the recommendation.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.
The report read as follows(
A
PETITION – REQUESTING THAT COUNCIL TAKE ACTION TO ADDRESS ANTI‑SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR OCCURRING AT THE BALMORAL YOUTH SPACE


CA18/992077

21/2019-20
1.
A petition from residents requesting that Council take action to address anti-social behaviour occurring at the Balmoral Youth Space, was presented to the meeting of Council held on 6 November 2018, by Councillor Jared Cassidy, Councillor for Deagon Ward, on behalf of Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, and received.

2.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

3.
The petition contains 34 signatures.

4.
Council provides a range of facilities for residents to enjoy Brisbane’s lifestyle and leisure opportunities. Youth recreation facilities play an important role in our active, healthy city and Council’s dedication to creating a place where people of all ages, particularly young people, feel welcomed.

5.
In February 2018, Council completed works to create the new Balmoral Youth Space at Quinn’s Street Park, Balmoral. The project was funded by the Morningside Ward Footpath and Parks Trust Fund. Balmoral Youth Space caters for skaters of all ages and abilities, from beginner through to intermediate. The facility also provides opportunities for BMX, scooter riding, roller blading and other sport and recreation activities, with the inclusion of a basketball half-court and netless soccer goal.

6.
Council has discussed the petitioners’ concerns about anti-social behaviour occurring at the Balmoral Youth Space with Queensland Police Service (QPS) as the appropriate authority. QPS has advised that officers undertake frequent targeted patrol of this area, however, have not witnessed an increase in anti-social behaviour.

7.
Council encourages any residents who have concerns or witness this type of behaviour to report it to QPS for investigation. Residents can call Policelink 24 hours a day on 131 444 to report non-urgent crimes or incidents, or call 000 for life-threatening issues.

8.
Since the Balmoral Youth Space opened, Council has run regular activities at the facility as part of Council’s Active and Healthy Program. The most popular activity is the skateboarding workshops. The workshops are run by qualified teaching coaches and in addition to helping improve skills, the coaches educate participants on skate park safety, etiquette and encourage social inclusion. These workshops are one of the ways Council encourages positive use and activation of the facility.

Funding
9.
Funding is not currently allocated to address anti-social behaviour occurring at the Balmoral Youth Space beyond planned Active and Healthy Program sessions.
Consultation
10.
Councillor Kara Cook, Councillor for Morningside Ward, was consulted and supports the recommendation.


Customer impact
11.
The response will address the petitioners’ concerns.

12.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 15 July 2019.
13.
DECISION:

THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.

Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA18/992077
Thank you for your petition requesting Council take action to address anti-social behaviour occurring at the Balmoral Youth Space. 
Council provides a range of facilities for residents to enjoy Brisbane’s lifestyle and leisure opportunities. Youth recreation facilities play an important role in our active, healthy city and Council’s dedication to creating a place where people of all ages, particularly young people, feel welcomed. 

In February 2018, Council completed works to create the new Balmoral Youth Space at Quinn’s Street Park, Balmoral. The project was funded by the Morningside Ward Footpath and Parks Trust Fund. Balmoral Youth Space caters for skaters of all ages and abilities. The facility also provides opportunities for BMX, scooter riding, roller blading and other sport and recreation activities, with the inclusion of a basketball half-court and netless soccer goal.

Council has discussed your concerns about anti-social behaviour occurring at the Balmoral Youth Space with Queensland Police Service (QPS) as the appropriate authority. QPS has advised that officers undertake frequent targeted patrols of this area, however, have not witnessed an increase in anti-social behaviour.

Council encourages any residents who have concerns or witness this type of behaviour to report it to QPS for investigation. Residents can call Policelink 24 hours a day on 131 444 to report non-urgent crimes or incidents, or call 000 for life-threatening issues. 

Since the Balmoral Youth Space opened, Council has run regular activities at the facility as part of Council’s Active and Healthy Programs. The most popular activity is the skateboarding workshops. The workshops are run by qualified teaching coaches and in addition to helping improve skills, the coaches educate participants on skate park safety, etiquette and encourage social inclusion. These workshops are one of the ways Council encourages positive use and activation of the facility.
Council will continue to run positive activation programs at the Balmoral Youth Space and any concerns about anti-social behaviour, or incidences witnessed, should be reported to Queensland Police Service as the appropriate authority.

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Paul Songhurst, Public Space Planner, Community Facilities Planning and Design, Healthy and Vibrant Communities, Connected Communities, Lifestyle and Community Services, on (07) 3403 4063. 
NOTED
B
PETITION – REQUESTING ASSISTANCE TO CONTROL ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR AT 28 TANGLEWOOD STREET, MIDDLE PARK, AND INVESTIGATE SAFETY CONCERNS RELATING TO THE DOG AT THE PROPERTY
CA19/76997
22/2019-20
14.
A petition requesting assistance to control anti-social behaviour at 28 Tanglewood Street, Middle Park, and investigate safety concerns relating to the dog at the property, was received during the Summer Recess 2018-19.
15.
The Divisional Manager, Lifestyle and Community Services, provided the following information.

16.
The petition contains eight signatures.

17.
Council’s Animals Local Law 2017 places responsibility on the owners of dogs to ensure their pets are under effective control at all times and adequate fencing is provided.

18.
The petitioners’ concerns about the dog at the property were referred to Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, for investigation as a priority on 23 January 2019, due to the safety concerns raised. Council officers inspected the property on 23 January 2019 and found the dog’s enclosure to be secure and adequate to contain the dog. Further, it was noted that while the dog can see through the fencing, it did not display any aggressive behaviour towards passing pedestrians at the time. It has been confirmed that the dog is not classified as a guard dog and a permit is not required for the owner to keep the dog on the property.

19.
As the fencing at the property has been deemed compliant, Council’s investigation has been finalised.

20.
Additionally, a review of Council records found no report of a dog attack for the incident mentioned by the petitioner. At this stage, Council is unable to investigate this incident as an alleged dog attack unless a report, or additional information, is received. If the petitioners have any further information about this alleged attack, they can report it to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888.

21.
In relation to the concerns about anti-social behaviour occurring at the property, this falls under the jurisdiction of Queensland Police Service. The petitioners are encouraged to report any further concerns about anti-social behaviour to Policelink on 131 444 or to call 000 for life-threatening issues.
Consultation
22.
Councillor Matthew Bourke, Councillor for Jamboree Ward, has been consulted and supports the recommendation.
23.
The Divisional Manager recommended as follows and the Committee agreed at its meeting held on 22 July 2019.

24.
DECISION:
THAT THE INFORMATION IN THIS SUBMISSION BE NOTED AND THE DRAFT RESPONSE, AS SET OUT IN ATTACHMENT A, hereunder, BE SENT TO THE HEAD PETITIONER.
Attachment A

Draft Response

Petition Reference: CA19/76997

Thank you for your petition requesting Council assistance to control anti-social behaviour at 28 Tanglewood Street, Middle Park, and investigate safety concerns relating to the dog at the property. 

Council’s Animals Local Law 2017 places responsibility on the owners of dogs to ensure their pets are under effective control at all times and adequate fencing is provided.

Your concerns about the dog at the property were referred to Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, for investigation as a priority on 23 January 2019, due to the safety concerns raised. Council officers inspected the property on 23 January 2019 and found the dog’s enclosure to be secure and adequate to contain the dog. Further, it was noted that while the dog can see through the fencing, it did not display any aggressive behaviour towards passing pedestrians at the time. It has been confirmed that the dog is not classified as a guard dog and a permit is not required for the owner to keep the dog on the property.

As the fencing at the property has been deemed compliant, Council’s investigation has been finalised.

Additionally, a review of Council records found no report of a dog attack for the incident mentioned in the petition. At this stage, Council is unable to investigate this incident as an alleged dog attack unless a report, or additional information, is received. Should you or the other petitioners have any further information about this alleged attack, it can be reported to Council’s 24-hour Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888.

In relation to concerns about anti-social behaviour occurring at the property, Council can advise this falls under the jurisdiction of Queensland Police Service. The petitioners are encouraged to report any further concerns about anti-social behaviour to Policelink on 131 444 or to call 000 for life-threatening issues.

Please let other petitioners know of this information. 
Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please contact Mr Mark Scott, A/Animal Management Supervisor, Animal Management, City Safety, Compliance and Regulatory Services, Lifestyle and Community Services, on (07) 3178 8870.
Thank you for raising this matter.

NOTED
CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTION – OPPOSING THE STATE GOVERNMENT’S INTRODUCTION OF LOCKOUT LAWS
(Notified motions are printed as supplied and are not edited)

23/2019-20
The Chair of Council (Councillor Andrew WINES) then drew the Councillors’ attention to the notified motion listed on the agenda, and called on Councillor Ryan MURPHY to move the motion. Accordingly, Councillor Ryan MURPHY moved, seconded by the DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS—

That this Council: 

a)
reiterates its motion in this Chamber on 7 February 2017, opposing the State Government’s introduction of lockout laws;

b)
notes recent independent research and media coverage, and reiterates Council’s long held views, that the State Government’s lockout laws:


-
are failing to reduce alcohol-fuelled violence;


-
continue to have a negative impact on Brisbane’s night-time economy;


-
are detrimental to small businesses, job prospects, and Brisbane’s night-time economy;


-
have led to an increase in concerning behaviour, such as ‘pre loading’;

c)
calls on the State Government to repeal their lockout laws. 

Chair:
Is there any debate? 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. Mr Chairman, it is clearer now than it’s ever been that the lockout laws introduced by the Palaszczuk Government in 2016 have been an abject failure. An independent study performed by researchers from Griffith University has found that the number of assaults occurring in Brisbane before the laws were passed, is the same as it is today. This comes on the back of a report conducted by Deakin University and the University of Queensland, which was commissioned by the Queensland Government. Which also found no changes in the overall number of assaults in safe night precincts, but merely found a shift in when those assaults occurred.


The report says, and I quote, “there has been no significant change in injury presentations at Emergency Departments during high alcohol hours.” It goes on to say “there has been no obvious reduction in alcohol-related assaults in the period from 1 July 2016 to 31 December 2016, either in safe night precincts or in Queensland State-wide”. It concludes “the current research evidence suggests that the introduction of lockouts, one-way doors, is not likely to significantly change current trends, except for pre-loading, which it encourages.”

Now, Queensland Police’s crime statistics show that between 1 January to 28 February 2016, there were 132 assaults, compared to 140 assaults in the same time period in 2017, one year after the lockout laws were introduced. So, there was actually an increase. The research conducted by Griffith University does show that it has improved one metric and that is the amount of partygoers who head into safe night precincts having pre-loaded at home.


Now I’m going to quote Associate Professor Grant Devilly from Griffith University, who said "people were substantially more inebriated as they entered the safe night precincts after the legislative change, with approximately 50% fewer people not pre-loading after the new laws". So, these laws are not only not discouraging people from drinking, but they are just moving the problem out of the safe night precincts, where there is no support, no policing and no chaplaincy available. This problem is now happening out in our suburbs, where it isn’t captured by the Government’s reporting.


We know as well that these lockout laws are disproportionately affecting those hospitality workers, some of whom are on the lowest incomes in our city, often in casual arrangements, working in our city’s bars and clubs. In the week that—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Councillors will listen in silence please.

Councillor MURPHY:
Sorry, I will take that interjection from Councillor GRIFFITHS, who said the Liberals cut the penalty rates. It was actually Shorten’s Fair Work Commission, which cut the penalty rates, which he set up and appointed the people to.

Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
So, we won’t have any crap from the Labor Party about who supports low paid workers in this city, because it’s certainly not them. Who voted? Who voted? Let’s talk about the SDA (Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees’ Association), which voted to cut Coles’ workers’ wages—
Chair:
Okay, alright. Councillors. 

Councillor MURPHY

Councillor MURPHY:
—and cut their penalty rates on Sundays. Who did that?

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY. Cease speaking immediately.

Councillor MURPHY:
The Labor Party and Bill Shorten. You’re a disgrace.

Councillor BOURKE:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY, please take your seat.

Councillor MURPHY:
I’ll compose myself, it’s okay.

Chair:
Councillor BOURKE, please. What’s your point of order?

Councillor BOURKE:
Councillor GRIFFITHS was yelling some rather offensive things out across the Chamber just then. I know that you would have heard them, Mr Chairman. I would ask that you remind Councillors that their conduct in this place is now on video for people and they should choose their words a little bit more carefully than some of the comments Councillor GRIFFITHS was making.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor BOURKE. 

There’s no need for editorialisation by the Councillors. Everyone got a little bit carried away just there. It was a moment of high participation from all Councillors. I will ask—moments like that are, from time to time, acceptable, but please keep yourselves under control. Please keep decorum in this place. 

Councillor MURPHY, please respond when I name you directly. 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. You can always hit a raw nerve with those opposite when you talk about their representation for low income workers over the last few years, it’s been atrocious. Now, Mr Chair, in the week that the laws were adopted, Brisbane bars and pubs reported a drop in business of around—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Through you, Mr Chair, will Councillor MURPHY take a question?

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY, will you take a question?

Councillor MURPHY:
Sure, yes.

Chair:
Yes, he will.

Councillor SRI:
First off, good on you for bringing this motion. But just through you, Mr Chair, I wondered, what is your position as a Councillor on the minimum wage for hospitality workers? Do you think those minimum wage levels should be increased?

Councillor MURPHY:
I will take the question from—
Chair:
Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Sure, thank you, Mr Chair. I will take the question from Councillor SRI. I would say that that’s a matter for the Fair Work Commission, which the Labor Government, previous Labor Government, appointed. It’s an independent commission from Government. They made that decision and they should be supported in it. 


So, where were we? Now, in the week that the laws were adopted, Brisbane bars and pubs recorded a drop in business of around 20%. Many of those businesses have still not recovered. A year on, five of Fortitude Valley’s biggest venues showed that Saturday was no better in trading. Business remained down by 19% from the same time last year. So, who has been the beneficiary of these lockout laws? Certainly, it hasn’t been the public, who have had their privacy invaded through ID scanning every time they try to get a beer after 10pm. 


Seems to me that the only people who have benefitted from these laws have been the casinos, because the casinos are all exempt, as we know, and God knows why. And the bottle shops, which are doing a roaring trade off pre‑loading. As teenagers, young adults, go to bottle shops to pre-load because it’s too expensive to drink in the city. We all know, through anecdotal evidence, that that is true, and they know that they’ll be kicked out, or locked in, after 3am. So, they are arriving at the city drunker than they were before.


So, left with these outcomes, Brisbane residents would be wondering how we arrived at this juncture in the first place. We know that these lockout laws were championed by one Anthony Lynham, the maxillofacial surgeon come Labor mining Minister, who took a personal interest in these laws. We heard time and time again during this very fractious debate that because Minister Lynham, in his previous life, had stitched people’s faces together after they were the victim of alcohol-fuelled violence, that he personally knew what was best for Brisbane’s nightlife. Anybody questioning him was howled down because he was the only one who could tell us exactly how to fix this problem.


Mr Chair, it has been the ultimate example of personal testimony masquerading as public policy and it has been a dismal failure for our city. Not only is no one safer because of these laws, but we have become something of an international embarrassment because of them. Who could forget, how in 2017 the Danish Crown Prince Frederick was denied entry to Jade Buddha because he didn’t have his passport to scan into the government-mandated scanners? Mr Chairman, that’s not a New World City. That’s like something out of 1984. What an embarrassing moment for our city that was.


But of course, the embarrassment is now State Labor’s, and theirs alone. Six hours after we gave notice that this motion was coming to Council, the State Government capitulated and issued a media release saying it was backing away from these controversial lockout laws.

Councillors interjecting.

Councillor MURPHY:
It has admitted that they are a failure. In Caxton Street they are withdrawing the scanners from use altogether. So, apparently if you’re on Caxton Street, you’re okay. If you’re everywhere else, you will keep the scanners. 


They have also backed down in saying that the scanners are no longer compulsory from Monday to Thursday and they’ve exempted community clubs from these laws. This Administration welcomes those changes and I do want to congratulate the Government for moving in the right direction by repealing some of those initiatives. However, this motion today is to reiterate that it isn’t enough. These laws were never based on any scientific or academic rigour. They were flawed from the beginning and they must be repealed in their entirety.


The most studied drinking nation in the world, the United States, shows us that there is no correlation between last drink times and incidences of alcohol-fuelled violence. The Government has the opportunity to listen to Brisbane residents and to continue to phase the winding back of these laws. Council, I will encourage them to do just that. It’s the right thing for Brisbane. It’s the right thing for our night-time economy, and I support the motion.
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor MURPHY take a question?

Chair:
I suspect not, because he’s concluded. 

Are there any further speakers? 

Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Thank you, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, well that was quite an amusing speech from Councillor MURPHY, in one respect, in that he claimed credit for changes in State Government policy. Apparently, they’ve got to keep a close eye on what motions are coming for the Brisbane City Council. If they see something like this coming in, particularly if it’s been moved by Councillor MURPHY, and seconded by Councillor ADAMS, they immediately change government policy to take that into account. I think it really shows that Councillor MURPHY is off with the pixies, Mr Chair. Mr Chair, but look, the other thing is—the fundamentals of this are that the LNP is all about profit maximisation. They don’t care about people getting bashed by drunken thugs, Mr Chair. So, their call is all about maximising the profits for businesses in this industry. 


We’ll refer to some of the media statements issued by the Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, Yvette D’Ath. Where the study that has been done of the operation of the laws in Queensland and, contrary to what Councillor MURPHY said, that nothing had been achieved. In fact, the findings included a 29% average reduction per month State-wide in serious assaults between 3am and 6am. With a 40% reduction in the Fortitude Valley Safe Night Precinct. 


A 29% reduction in ambulance callouts in Safe Night Precincts between 3am and 6am, and an 11% average reduction State-wide. A 12% reduction in hospital admissions of ocular bone fractures in Greater Brisbane, that’s the type of fractures that Anthony Lynham took a particular interest in, and a four per cent average reduction per month State-wide. At least one serious crime, including rape and grievous bodily harm, solved per week across Queensland using ID scanner data. This study had been undertaken by Deakin University, working with the University of Queensland, James Cook University and Latrobe University.


As Councillor MURPHY said, and claimed credit for, the State Government have announced they’re going to make changes. What’s changing? Currently, venues that serve alcohol after midnight must scan from 10pm every night. The recommendation is—which has been accepted by the Government—is they’ll amend the scanning laws so venues closing at 1am Monday to Thursday do not have to scan on those nights. Venues trading after midnight on Caxton Street have to scan, but can serve alcohol until 3am, that’s the current position. The recommendation is that Caxton Street no longer be a Safe Night Precinct, no longer needing to scan, but closing at 2am, pending consultation with venues, which seems a reasonable compromise.


Community clubs have to use ID scanners as well as their own membership scanning system at present. The recommendation is to exempt community clubs from mandatory network ID scanning. Currently, the minimum police bans for badly behaved patrons are 10 days. The recommendation is to increase the minimum ban to one month. The other recommendations have been accepted, or accepted in principle, mandatory CCTV in all venues that trade after midnight. Rolling out a new regimen that would see punters receive a stamp on entry, so they do not need to be rescanned if they leave briefly and then re-enter a venue. Minimum police bans for badly behaved patrons to be increased from 10 days to one month everywhere, I think I said that earlier. Banning lists to be made available to all venues. 


These changes seem reasonable. The Government is continuing to work to improve the situation. They want to continue to see a reduction in assaults and injuries and good on the State Government for introducing this policy and continuing to implement it, with a view to improving the situation outside clubs in Queensland and in Brisbane. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor RICHARDS.
ADJOURNMENT:

	24/2019-20
At that time, 7.00pm, it was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kate RICHARDS, seconded by Councillor Kim MARX, that the meeting adjourn for a period of 60 minutes, to commence only when all Councillors had vacated the Chamber and the doors locked.

Council stood adjourned at 7.02pm.


UPON RESUMPTION:
Chair:
All right, further speakers to the notified motion. 

Councillor HOWARD. 

Councillor HOWARD:
Thank you, Chair. Chair, it should come as no surprise to anyone in this Chamber that I strongly support this motion. This is a motion that we should not have to be spending time on today. Sadly, here we are, yet again, today raising this important issue because the State Labor Government are hell-bent on destroying Queensland’s nightlife and are hell-bent on ensuring Queensland is Australia’s nanny State. Chair, last week’s spin from the Labor Attorney‑General, and let’s call it for what it is, spin, again shows that the Labor Government doesn’t listen, doesn’t learn and doesn’t support the many thousands of people who work so hard to grow our night-time economy and enhance the culture of this New World City. 


When the Labor Government first mooted these laws back in 2015, I joined thousands in making very clear the devastation that would ensue on the businesses, residents, artists and places that these laws seek to conquer. We warned them that these laws would have a shattering impact on Brisbane’s night-time economy; that they would force businesses to close; that they would cause job losses and as many experts had warned, would lead to an increase in pre-loading. Unfortunately, Chair, they fell on deaf ears and you don’t have to be Sherlock to know, Chair, that they have done exactly that.


I take absolutely no pleasure or pride in standing here today in this Chamber, after four years, having witnessed these warnings go unheeded by Labor; having witnessed the countless businesses struggling to survive; having witnessed our community lose talented artists to places elsewhere; having witnessed the countless job losses. Our community is at a loss. What will it take for Labor to listen? We have all read the reports and seen the results and, Chair, the evidence is damning. 


These ham-fisted laws have not seen a reduction in violence but have instead seen a dangerous increase in pre-loading and drug-taking. They have punished the majority for the sins of a few and still the issues these laws claim to address have not improved. Make no mistake, these laws have unequivocally failed to realise the change that Labor so naively claimed it to be capable of—
Councillor interjecting.


Councillor HOWARD:
These laws have destroyed family small businesses and seen many young people lose their jobs. These laws have seen talented Brisbane artists forced to go interstate to hone their craft. These laws have seen tourists stopped from entering our bars and clubs and, as Councillor MURPHY said, let us not forget the international embarrassment that ensued would Queensland and Brisbane became a laughing stock around the globe when His Royal Highness Crown Prince Frederik of Denmark—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
—a future King, was refused entry to a bar. All because Labor thinks you need a scanning machine to tell you whether someone will cause trouble or not. His Royal Highness was, and is clearly, no threat to anyone but you don’t hold your breath waiting for Labor to understand that without first arming them with one of their beloved scanning machines. You’ll surely lose consciousness before Labor listens to reason. Enough is enough, Chair. When will this arrogant State Labor Government admit they were wrong—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
When will they side with small businesses, young people, musicians and entertainers? I must admit, Chair, it pains me to admit that I fear they never will. I fear that they have dug their heads so deep into the ground that they are immune to listening to any evidence or rational discussion on these laws. 


Chair, as you know, I love my area and I love enjoying its many wonderful venues. Just like last Friday, when I was delighted to see the Deputy Leader of the Opposition at the opening of the Fortitude Music Hall. Chair, as you know, the Fortitude Music Hall is a stunning, world-class, new venue that strengthens Brisbane’s position as Australia’s New World City. It’s a venue that strongly enhances the work we have done to ensure the Brunswick Street Mall and the Valley remain a mecca for life music and artistic expression.


From what I saw, Chair, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was certainly having a great time last Friday, as were we all. The opening was a great celebration and provided a wonderful opportunity to catch up with many people who have worked so hard to grow Brisbane’s night-time economy. 


One thing I heard consistently on the night was that the Labor Government just doesn’t get it that these laws have failed. It was absolutely heart-breaking to hear again local traders tell me how these laws have had a negative impact on their businesses. How these laws are causing unnecessary expenses; how these laws are stopping them from opening longer; how these laws are stopping them from employing more people; how these laws are stopping them from booking more local talent. To hear over and over again our hard-working local traders tell me how they feel helpless; helpless because despite their best attempts, the State Labor Government just won’t listen and remains intent on continuing to dance to its own failed beat. 


So, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition was enjoying himself last week, I hope he took the time to listen to the many venue operators and workers in attendance and hear how these botched laws continue wreak havoc on Brisbane’s night-time economy. How these laws continue to cause job losses and how these laws continue to damage our city’s reputation. I hope he listened and I hope he takes great care and consideration to taking their views on board. I hope that he will now stand in solidarity with them. 


I challenge him to take the fight up to his besties in 1 William Street and to challenge them to do the right thing, to honour the residents he has solemnly sworn to serve and fight for them. Because if he doesn’t, I fear for many residents, businesses, workers, and artists who continue to be subjected to these misguided, ineffective laws. Because if he doesn’t, he will prove that he, like others in his party, are steadfast in their determination to ensure that Brisbane becomes a city of dampened potential, where people spend their nights at home watching Netflix with a large bag of Twisties, rather than enjoying a rocking night out to great bands like DZ Deathrays. 


He will prove that he doesn’t care about Brisbane’s night-time economy, he will prove that he doesn’t support small business and he will prove that he doesn’t support local artists—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor HOWARD:
He will prove yet again that he doesn’t care about jobs and that he doesn’t care about the 99% of the population who do the right thing. He will prove what we already think; that he is all bark, and no bite. Chair, from the Triffid to the Tivoli and from RG’s to Birdees, this Administration continues to work hard, together with local businesses, to ensure the Valley continues to grow and be Brisbane’s entertainment mecca. We do this in the face of the draconian laws that our community is forced to endure. We strongly support Brisbane’s night-time economy and those who have invested their blood, sweat and tears to make Brisbane what it is; to create an environment to work, rest and play. I call on the State Labor Government to scrap these ridiculous laws now.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I tell you, it’s nice to be talked about—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—it’s nice to be—it’s nice to be obsessed over, even, Mr Chair. Very interesting—a very interesting contribution from Councillor HOWARD. I was there at the opening. I tell you what, I paid for my ticket, Mr Chair. I wasn’t up in the dress circle. When they—when Councillor MURPHY talks about safe drinking, we know what he means; up there with the VIPs, sipping his French Champagne with the—out of his crystal—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—Champagne flute, Mr Chair—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—we know what he’s talking about when it comes to drinking safe, Mr Chair—
Councillor interjecting.
 

Councillor CASSIDY:
—but he’s worried about the workers, of course—
Councillor interjecting.


Councillor CASSIDY:
—that hypocrite over there, Mr Chair, is worried—tonight, worried about those workers that his party—his party not only voted to strip away their penalty rates, Mr Chair—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—Mr Chair, it is true—it is true, Mr Chair. Because a motion was put to the Federal Parliament about a dozen times to restore penalty rates and the LNP—
Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY—
Councillor CASSIDY:
—well, Mr Chair, they were talking about penalty rates—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
I appreciate that—
Councillor CASSIDY:
—they talked about penalty rates—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor MURPHY.
Councillor MURPHY:
I think Councillor CASSIDY’s forgotten what level of government he was elected to. We’re talking about lock-out laws in Brisbane City Council—
Councillors interjecting.


Councillor MURPHY:
—not Federal Parliament. Remember, he—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
—he missed the opportunity to run for the seat of Lilley, okay? He didn’t nominate for pre-selection, so—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
—that’s not my fault.

Chair:
That’s not a point of order. Councillor MURPHY—
Councillor MURPHY:
—that’s no-one on this side of the Chamber’s fault, okay? 

Chair:
Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
At least I didn’t run away with my tail between my legs, buddy—
Chair:
Councillor Murphy, all right.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Oh, yes. Yes, yes, yes—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
The substantive motion—
Councillor CASSIDY:
You’ll keep, don’t worry. You’ll keep—
Chair: 
The substantive motion in front of us is about—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
—is about—
Councillor MARX:
Point of order, Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor MARX.

Councillor MARX:
Can I just clarify that when someone says, you’ll keep, is that to be taken as a threat? 

Councillor CASSIDY:
If you want.

Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
I’ve never found it to be a threatening—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
—phrase—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
—but—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
So—
Chair:
—just think of—but I would ask Councillor CASSIDY to return to the substance of the motion in front of him, please, and for the—and while we are enjoying ourselves, please focus on the task at hand. 

Councillor CASSIDY.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So, when those opposite try and get up and lecture us Labor Councillors on this side about our support for hospitality workers, we know that that is a front. That is a front, a political ploy, Mr Chair. We know that they’re the party of stripping penalty rates. We know they’re the party of stripping superannuation for those earning under $50,000 a year, Mr Chair. So, I will not be lectured by those opposite about our support for those working in the hospitality industry—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
Now, to Councillor HOWARD’s point, yes, I was there at the Fortitude Music Hall opening. I have to say, I was enjoying listening to DZ Deathrays, to Tia Gostelow, to Bernard Fanning. I wasn’t there with the hoi polloi circle that Councillor HOWARD was and the LORD MAYOR was. I was actually there with 3,000 other people down on the floor—

Councillor interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—regular people, that’s right, enjoying that venue, Mr Chair. When it comes to the numbers, it is very clear. In a nightclub precinct since 2016, there have now been zero deaths—
Councillor interjecting.
 

Councillor CASSIDY:
There’s been a 29% reduction and drop in ambulance call-outs at Safe Night Precincts between 3am and 6am. There’s been a 29% overall drop in serious assaults between 3am and 6am; 14,795 banned patrons were caught trying to enter venues by ID scanners. One serious crime a week, Mr Chair, has been solved by ID scanning, including rape and grievous bodily harm. What do you have to say about that, Councillor MURPHY—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
And a 40% drop in serious assaults between 3am and 6am in the Fortitude Valley and the Toowoomba Safe Night Precincts, Mr Chair. We know what this is all about, Mr Chair. This is about Councillor MURPHY thinking he’s king of the kids. He can get up here and grandstand and think he’s in touch, somehow, Mr Chair, but his behaviour shows that he really isn’t, Mr Chair. This is just a big political ploy by members of this Administration to try and get themselves a bit of free publicity. 


The statistics show how effective elements of these laws have been and as we’ve heard from the Leader of the Opposition, the Queensland Government has announced some changes following a review and they are pursuing that. The statistics show that they have—these laws have worked. One serious crime a week, including rape and grievous bodily harm, have been solved as a direct result—yes, Councillor MACKAY. Yes, moneybags—solved—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—yes, yes. Yes, that’s right. 

Councillor OWEN:
Point of order, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Point of order for you, Councillor OWEN.

Councillor OWEN:
Mr Chairman, in accordance with the Meetings Local Law, Councillors are to refer—
Councillor CASSIDY:
—sorry, Councillor moneybags—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor OWEN:
—to each other as Councillors, not by other derogatory terms—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
I agree, Councillor OWEN. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
DEPUTY MAYOR.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Would Councillor CASSIDY take a question? 

Chair:
I’ll deal with the first point of order then I’ll come to you. 

Courtesy and proportionality are fundamental in this place and Councillor CASSIDY, I ask you to treat all people in this place with respect and courtesy. 

Councillor ADAMS. 

Councillor ADAMS:
I wonder if Councillor CASSIDY will take a question. 

Councillor CASSIDY:
No.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY, will you take a question?

Councillor CASSIDY:
No. No, Mr Chairman.

Chair:
Councillor CASSIDY will not take a question.

Councillor ADAMS:
Course he won’t—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
That wet lettuce across my face, Mr Chair; how it hurts—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—how it hurts. There we go—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor CASSIDY:
—there we go. Now, Councillor MACKAY just interjected and I’ll take his interjection, Mr Chair. He scoffed—he scoffed at rapes and grievous bodily harms—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
I’m not sure that’s right—
Councillor CASSIDY:
He himself—he just did—
Councillor MACKAY:
Point of order, Chair.

Councillor CASSIDY:
Everyone heard you, mate—
Councillor MACKAY:
Claim to be misrepresented.

Chair:
It’s been noted, Councillor MACKAY. 

Councillor CASSIDY, please continue.

Councillor CASSIDY:
It’s pretty clear what this is about, Mr Chair. It’s about Councillor MURPHY just trying to grandstand a bit. The statistics are clear and action is being taken in consultation with businesses in these precincts and we commend the Queensland Government for doing that. 

Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Councillor MACKAY, your misrepresentation. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Don’t you dare say I scoffed at rape.

Chair:
No. No, Councillor MACKAY—
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
You direct your comments—
Councillor MACKAY:
Chair—
Chair:
—through me and you’ll stick to the substance of the matter at hand. 

Councillor MACKAY:
Chair, I did not scoff at rape—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MACKAY:
I scoffed at the fact that he said they were being solved, which is probably—
Chair:
Thank you, Councillor MACKAY. 

Councillor MACKAY:
—erroneously—
Councillor interjecting.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor ADAMS.

Councillor ADAMS:
Thank you, Mr Chair, and I take those interjections of those absolutely obnoxious, rude men on the other side that when they’re backed up into a corner, they come screaming out like the bullies they truly are—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor ADAMS:
They honourably support the union mates that they back, day in and day out, on the attack that they’re actually talking about—
Councillor GRIFFITH:
Point of order. 
Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I just find that absolutely offensive—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor GRIFFITHS:
—and I believe that should be withdrawn. I find that absolutely offensive that a Councillor—the DEPUTY MAYOR in this Chamber can say that, no substance, against the men on this side of the Chamber. That is offensive.

Chair:
Thank you, Councillor GRIFFITHS. 

DEPUTY MAYOR, will you withdraw the comment? 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
I won’t withdraw, the streaming will clearly show the rude, obnoxious behaviour that we just saw and the interjections from Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor GRIFFITHS which were totally out of line. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Point of order, Mr Chairman. 

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I find that absolutely offensive and I’m requesting it’s withdrawn. It’s not acceptable. 

Chair:
This debate has drawn some pretty unpleasant language out of everybody. I’ve asked the DEPUTY MAYOR if she would withdraw; she has declined. We’ll continue. 

DEPUTY MAYOR. 

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Thank you, Mr Chair. This debate is about supporting those businesses, small and medium, across Brisbane to make sure that we support our night-time economy and make sure that there is more to do and see across Brisbane at all times of the day. Brisbane is a New World City and we are proud of our vibrant night-life but what we are not supporting is the harmful and arbitrary lock-out laws that have been placed on our night precincts by the State Labor Government. We said these laws would be ineffective, we said these laws, like every Labor policy, were a solution looking for a problem. 


We said these laws would do nothing to curb violence but have an unnecessary impact on our Brisbane night-life and it is predicted as we said; came true. Make no mistake, these lock-out laws are not only ineffective but completely detrimental to safety, lifestyle and local businesses in these areas. Today, as we’ve heard from my two previous speakers on this side of the Chamber, we are calling on the Palaszczuk Labor Government to scrap these laws in full, for once and for all.


The re-zoning of Caxton Street is far too late. Patronage has already been lost and operators have closed down as a result. Not to mention the inequality of business regulations across this city. Caxton Street, no; scanners out. Valley, yes; scanners in. Queen’s Wharf, oh goodness no; no scanners. South Brisbane; yes, they’re in. How do you expect people to think it is a fair economy when there’s one rule for some people and the others, at the whim of a government, again, who has a solution looking for a problem.


These laws have failed in Melbourne, they’ve failed in Perth and in Sydney and surprise, surprise, they are taking our night-time economy down with them here in Brisbane—
Councillor interjecting.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
—as well. Let’s have a look at what happened in Sydney, where the lock-out laws have devastated the local economy. The new data from City of Sydney has revealed that almost 500,000 fewer people under the age of 35 are visiting each year since lock-out laws were introduced in 2014. There has been a 50% reduction in the number of live music venues in Sydney and we are seeing that starting to happen in Brisbane, as mentioned by Councillor HOWARD. There’s been a seven per cent reduction in the number of night-time economy venues in the city centre; a 10% decline in creative and performing arts businesses, the kind of diverse businesses that we want to keep here in Brisbane and support.


We know the people of Brisbane want diversity and choice when it comes to Brisbane’s night-life and opposing ineffective lock-out laws threatens these businesses and their potential to grow. It should be bleedingly obvious to State Government now that lock-out laws are disastrous to our night-time economy, which is every bit as important to Brisbane, particularly as a tourism hub, as our daytime economy. 


Brisbane has the largest core night-time economy in Australia, along with the largest food and entertainment subsectors—in Australia. Our night-time economy employs 68,000 people and we hear continually from those on the other side of the Chamber, under the leadership of Councillor CUMMING, that they don’t matter. It doesn’t matter. It doesn’t matter—
Councillor interjecting.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Again, we hear the slurs thrown across the Chambers from men on the other side, bullying when they don’t like what they hear—
Councillors interjecting.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
The food and beverage industry represents a mammoth 75% of our night-time economy. We cannot compete with the rest of the Australia, let alone the rest of the world, if Labor turns our key entertainment precincts into ghost towns. Just like the unlucky operators on Caxton Street, these areas can only prosper in business-friendly environments, with the governments that back them, not that undermine their ability to operate. We know small businesses are the backbone of our economy; 80% of businesses in Brisbane. These lock-out laws are doing more harm than good, an albatross around the neck of local businesses. If we don’t support these businesses, our city comes to a grinding halt—
Councillor interjecting.
DEPUTY MAYOR:
Queensland’s night-time economy was previously growing faster than Victoria and New South Wales but it has slowed in all numbers. Measures of establishments, employment and sales turnover are going backwards. These lock-out laws cause more problems than they solve. 


We hear again tonight about the decrease in the violence between the hours of three and six, but what has Sydney shown? The laws don’t curb the violence in the long run. It’s not rocket science; lock-out laws encourage the concerning behaviour of pre-loading. We see 82% of people having five to eight drinks before they even hit Brisbane’s bars and clubs. Rather than showing up to our bars and clubs for a good night, they’re already alcohol-fuelled and the violence can be even worse. So much for addressing the irresponsible drinking and combating alcohol-fuelled violence.


ID scanners force young people who have just been at home pre-loading to linger longer in the street and increase the risk of violence. Our CitySafe data actually shows that night-time police requests have clearly increased from 2016 to 2019, a reversal in the trend. This is not the night-time culture we want the people of Brisbane to enjoy. 


Meanwhile, back down south, Kings Cross might have declined, number of assaults, but that’s also because the number of overnight visitors has halved. If you walk down Kings Cross this Saturday night, you’ll be welcomed to a ghost town. The sad reality is that in the surrounding suburbs of Kings Cross, domestic violence has increased 17%—
Councillor interjecting.
Deputy Mayor:
Despite the insistence from this State Government to continually punish small businesses, they just don’t get it. This Administration is taking an evidence‑based approach to the economy and the safety of our residents and visitors. We’ve funded a second security operator in the CitySafe room and continue to maintain our city’s 132 CCTV camera locations. We work with the police to keep these areas free of violence and drugs. We are ensuring accessible and safe late-night public transport. We know what works. 


We’re ensuring that there is more to do and see for people to get them out earlier into these precincts; like our Valley Fiesta program, which is a year-long program of live music focusing on our day-time economy leading into the night; earlier events in the precincts, as well. Major events like Brisbane Festival and New Year’s festivities attract tens of thousands of people to the city heart and we are working hard to make sure that our calendar of events continue to increase the record influx of international and domestic visitors. 


Councillor HOWARD talked about the Fortitude Valley Music Hall, a new venue of 3,000 people, a fantastic opportunity of more to see and do in the Valley. The re-zoning of the Caxton Street is definitely a step in the right direction, even if it is a little too late but we will continue to pressure the State Government to remove all lock-out laws and make Brisbane safe. We’ll welcome the opportunity to bring in sensible, evidence-based measures that benefit Brisbane and the people who live, work and play here. 


Removing the lock-out laws would send a strong message that the State Government truly values business operators, the hospitality sector and the food and beverages businesses. We don’t want Brisbane to become a shadow of its former self with no way of ever coming back to its glory days. We want the Brisbane of tomorrow to be even better than the Brisbane of today. Repeal these laws, back business and back Brisbane.
Councillors interjecting.
Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair. I rise to speak briefly on the motion. It’s probably well known that the Greens are strongly opposed to lock-out laws and I’ll be supporting this motion today. I think the arguments have been well hashed out, although it is interesting to hear both sides play a little fast and loose with statistics. 


I don’t want to drag this out too long but I did want to remark on a couple of hypocrisies and contradictions I’ve heard in the debate. I will say first off though that it’s nice to hear the LNP also having a shot at the New South Wales Liberal Party. Good on you for that; it’s important to acknowledge that both here in Queensland, the Labor State Government has supported lock-out laws and south of the border, it’s been the New South Wales Liberals who’ve supported lock-out laws. I don’t think either of the major parties’ hands are particularly clean in this.


It’s interesting to me that often in this place when Opposition Councillors bring motions, we’re accused of grandstanding or, it’s all talk and no action or, you’re just bringing motions for the sake of it; where’s the substantive, practical actions? And yet, this is—this seems to be an exact example of that. I’m sure later on tonight, the LORD MAYOR or other Councillors will get up during the climate emergency debate and say, this is just talk, where’s the action? I do find that a little bit inconsistent. Hopefully, that’s a sign that this Administration is changing its tact a little bit. 


I just wanted to emphasise though that Brisbane City Council’s hands are not clean when it comes to the failure to support night-time economy and the failure in particular to support the arts. On a regular basis, I get complaints from venue operators, from musicians, from local event organisers, that Council is unreasonably strict and onerous in enforcing noise controls and noise limits for venues that have operated for a long time. 


I acknowledge that this is a complex issue and that there are some parts of the city that want to have peace and quiet and there are some parts of the city that embrace a noisy and more vibrant night-life, but this Council has got the balance wrong. I have had to weigh in and intervene on quite a few occasions, where this Council has tried to shut down non-profit community music venues that have the strong support of the local community because this Council’s one‑size‑fits‑all regulations don’t value the Arts and don’t support local live music. 


I say through you, Mr Chair, to all the Councillors here, this is not—I’m not saying this to score political points, this is a serious issue where your Administration is not flexible enough, it’s not adaptive enough for local context. Its one-size-fits-all rules are making it very difficult for local live music to prosper in the city, outside of a few designated precincts. I think the current strategy needs re-evaluating and I think this Council Administration should engage more meaningfully with the live music community, to ensure that we aren’t just supporting a few mega venues in a few locations but we can see a proliferation of good quality live music throughout the city. 


I think flowing on from that, is if this Council really was serious about supporting live music and supporting the night-time economy, we’d also re‑explore that earlier conversation I raised about rent controls and vacancy taxes. Because it is really hard for those smaller venues to operate and remain sustainable when they are paying through the nose on commercial rents. What we’ve seen in recent years in places like the Valley, even before the lock-out laws were introduced, is a consolidation of mega clubs, where smaller venues are getting shut down and out-competed by these bigger clubs that depend on massive booze sales and don’t prioritise local live music. 


We’ve seen dance-floor DJs replace live bands and we’ve seen a general erosion of the diversity of our live music scene. The live music community has resisted that actively and, in some cases, successfully and I think it’s a testament to the Brisbane DIY music community of how well they’ve thrived and flourished, despite the challenges placed on them by this Administration. If you are serious about supporting live music, if you’re serious about supporting the night-time economy, it’s not just enough to shake your fist at the State Government and complain about lock-out laws because you have a lot of policy levers available to support local small businesses and to support live music, here in this city, which you are not currently using. 


Flowing on from that, I think it’s particularly reprehensible to see the Liberal Party at all levels of Government but including here at Council, to continue to be so miserly and sparse in its funding of the Arts. A single intersection upgrade ends up costing more than the Council’s entire budget for supporting the performing and visual arts in this city. I know there’s a lot of stuff that Council supports and that happens in this city but the amount of money we actually allocate towards supporting the arts, towards supporting live music, is very small as a proportion of our entire budget. 


If you wanted to support the night-time economy, if you wanted to support our music scene, you would put more funding into great programs like City Sounds; you would ensure that those programs are running later into the evenings and in other locations. You would put more money into supporting community festivals so that event organisers don’t have to do everything on a shoestring budget and short-change their performers and short-change their artists. This Council has a huge budget and should be mobilising much more money in support of the live music scene and that’s what you could—that’s what would ensure that we have a diverse and strong night-time economy. 


If we want to stop seeing those businesses close down, it’s not enough to just say, we’re going to support laxer lock-out laws, where everyone can drink as much as possible. We also need to be proactive in supporting a diverse range of night-time businesses so it’s not just the mega clubs and so that venues have active incentives to support live music. There’s a long list of things that can be done and it’s disappointing that this Council still takes such a hands-off approach. 


I’m feeling a little bit frustrated at the moment because I think sometimes for the Arts community, it feels like our calls are falling on deaf ears and that the Administration doesn’t acknowledge these problems but they are serious and they are legitimate. This Council has a bad reputation in many circles for being far too harsh on live music and being far too restrictive in terms of requiring development applications and change of use applications when a music venue wants to set up.


I’ve had cafés that are trying to have a bit of live music just in the evenings told that they have to lodge a development application because they’re not approved for amplified music. These are serious problems and when we’re talking about lock-out laws and where we’re talking about impacts on night-time economy, we need to be having a broader conversation about what more Council can be doing, rather than pointing at this one issue and saying that that’s the source of all our problems. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. I’ve been listening closely to the debates been going on and we heard a lot about the health of business from that side of the Chamber and we heard a lot about the health of live entertainment from Councillor SRI. We didn’t hear about the health of the patrons—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:
—the patrons who actually go out to the venues that would like to go out, have a great time and go home safely and uninjured—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:
Fancy Councillor MURPHY having a go at Anthony Lynham—Minister Lynham, about the great work that he did to try to put people back together—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:
—that were impacted at these venues.

Councillor MURPHY:
Point of order, Chair. 

Chair:
Point of order, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Claim to be misrepresented. 

Chair:
It’s noted. 

Councillor STRUNK.

Councillor STRUNK:
I don’t think—I think I heard very clearly that Anthony Lynham was the one who actually brought these laws about. I don’t think he was the only one. I remember many news reports about a number of deaths, a number of glassings and every other injury you could possibly think of and they were interviewing people from the emergency departments of our hospitals, that had to deal with the carnage that was coming out prior to 2016. I just find it unbelievable that that side of the Chamber is only thinking about the health of business. 


Business—it’s important and the people that actually work in those businesses and own those businesses, yes, I agree, they’re important. More importantly is the health of the patron and why patrons are allowed in, fully charged, fully drunk through the front door and then served at the bar, is beyond me. Because I’m sure there are laws that prohibit that. Obviously, they still get more grog as they go in, because they keep saying they’re fully loaded—
Councillor SRI:
Point of order, Mr Chair. 

Councillor STRUNK:
—before they even come into the venue precinct.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Will Councillor STRUNK take a question? 

Councillor STRUNK:
No.

Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, will you take a question? 

Councillor STRUNK:
No. 

Chair:
No, he won’t. 

Councillor STRUNK:
You had your short go, which took about eight minutes. Anyways, so I just don’t take your debate and the way you’ve prosecuted the debate, that it’s just about the businesses. You haven’t talked about the patrons, really, other than the fact that they should have a right to go in and get even more drunk—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:
—because they’re fully loaded with—your words, not mine—fully loaded when they come in, no matter what time that is. Your debate or your reasoning behind this motion is—I believe is not fully developed, Councillor MURPHY, and you should have talked about the health of the patrons, as well, which you did not do. So, to my way of thinking, you don’t really care about them. You don’t care if they get injured; you don’t care if they end up at the hospital—
Chair:
Councillor STRUNK, can you please direct your comments to the Chair. 

Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair, I will. Through you, Chair, to Councillor MURPHY, you don’t really care about the patrons and how they get injured; you don’t care if—
Chair:
No, you can’t—
Councillor STRUNK:
—in some cases they do—
Chair:
Can you please refer to Councillor MURPHY in the third person. 

Councillor STRUNK:
In the what person? 

Chair:
Can you refer comments through to me—you can’t just say, through you and then return to same you, you know? You have to say, through you, Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor STRUNK:
Okay, through you, Mr Chair—
Chair:
To Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor STRUNK:
—to Councillor MURPHY, right? 

Chair:
Yes. 

Councillor STRUNK:
I don’t believe your argument really has much credence, simply because you’re only caring about the businesses, you’re not caring about the patrons that actually attend those venues. You don’t really care about what happens to them in some instances when they become—they get in an altercation and end up in hospital. We didn’t hear any of that at all from any of the speakers on the other side—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor STRUNK:
Thank you, Mr Chair. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Excuse me, Councillor MURPHY, your misrepresentation. Please limit your comments to the substance of the matter. 

Councillor MURPHY.

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chair. Councillor STRUNK said that I was having a go at Minister Lynham for putting people’s faces back together; I wasn’t, I was having a go at using that as a basis to form a policy. 

Chair:
There being no further speakers, Councillor MURPHY, your right of reply.

Councillor MURPHY:
Thank you very much, Mr Chair, and I thank all Councillors for their contribution to this debate. Despite the fact that it got a little bit heated in the middle there, obviously it’s an issue which inspires passions on both sides of the debate, particularly after one what will now become famous evening at the opening of The Fortitude, which will be forever preserved in the minutes of Brisbane City Council meetings.


Can I just commence by addressing this issue of percentages with which reports of violence has decreased. Councillor CUMMING quoted the same statistic that Councillor CASSIDY did and then Councillor STRUNK did, as well. I’ve got Google, I can Google the latest The Courier-Mail article about the lock-out laws, as well but what you really need to do, Councillor STRUNK, Councillor CASSIDY and Councillor CUMMING is actually go and read the report that the Government commissioned that was released by Deakin University and by the University of Queensland. 


Because while it does say that there was a 29% drop in alcohol-related violence between the hours of 3am to 6am, which is a three hour window at the end of lock-out when most patrons have already gone home, there’s been a 19% increase, which actually is when—none of you mentioned that 19% increase in violent incidences from 8pm to midnight—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
Do you—when do you think there’s more people in the Valley? Between 8pm and midnight, or 3am to 6am? So, lies, damn lies, and statistics, Mr Chairman, that you won’t hear those opposite talk about the volume of incidents. You will hear them talk about the percentage that it’s dropped, because they know that the volume is about triple—there are triple the amount of people in the Valley during the hours of 8pm to 12am. They know that that means there are actually more incidences occurring as a result of these lock-out laws when you wash it all through the system. They really have been a failure and don’t let the government released statistics which were handed to The Courier-Mail fool you or make you think anything otherwise, because that is just a complete falsehood.


We also had Councillor CASSIDY talk about his experience there at The Fortitude on Friday night. He had a go at us for being invited by the owners of The Fortitude, by Scott Hutchinson, a strong union supporter. I don’t know why Councillor CASSIDY as a good union member wouldn’t have got a ticket to that event. Maybe it’s the fact that the Labor Party bag the crap out of everyone that operates entertainment venues in this city—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
You could hear Councillor CUMMING saying, did Louis Bickle give you an invite? Was that Louis Bickle’s money? The last time we debated this issue, they accused us of being shields for the alcohol and entertainment industry—
Councillors interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
Is it any wonder they don’t get invited to these events, because they attack these businesses every time this comes to this Chamber—
Councillor interjecting.
Councillor MURPHY:
—every single time. Look, I don’t know, Councillor CASSIDY then —he called me the king of the kids and then said I’d failed in becoming the king of the kids, so I don’t know what that’s about; that’s weird. 


Councillor SRI, he talked about the New South Wales Liberals and the fact that it’s nice to see us criticising them. I have always been on the record as saying the lock-out laws down there have not worked. The stats down there were actually the stats we used to prove that the lock-out laws wouldn’t work here in Queensland. We said, the stats in Newcastle show that the same thing that they have shown in Queensland, that it doesn’t actually reduce incidences of alcohol-related violence. It does move them to outside the time periods and outside the precincts where they’re not captured by police data and they’re not subject to the same kind of support in policing and in chaplaincy that we do have available in Safe Night Out Precincts.


He also made some comments around supporting live music and some additional I think liberalisation around that support for the Arts. We can all agree on that in generalities but I’m—I would be happy to see specific proposals come before the Chamber. 


Of course, he spoke about the inflexibility of DAs when it comes to live music. This is something I actually agree with him on. A lot of the time, I’ve found that officers within Council’s Development Assessment department will be clamping down on live music venues as a result of conditions within their liquor licence application, which is a State Government thing and Council has not afforded a lot of flexibility, well actually any flexibility, to go outside the boundaries of the liquor licence application. That is an issue that I’ve taken up in the past and I don’t believe that the Queensland Government is very flexible when it comes to those liquor licence conditions. They certainly haven’t shown that in the past. 


Madam Chair—Madam Chair, can’t believe I’m still doing that one. Mr Chair, I thank all Councillors for their contribution. I thank those who will support this motion. I have tried to be and Councillor ADAMS has tried to be as bipartisan as possible in the framing of this motion so as to be able to have all Councillors support it and I certainly urge everyone to do so.

Chair:
Excuse me. I’ll put the resolution. 
Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared carried on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Peter CUMMING and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared carried.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 20 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Kate RICHARDS, Steven TOOMEY, Andrew WINES and Jonathan SRI.

NOES: 5 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, and Charles STRUNK.

25/2019-20
The Chair then advised the Chamber that as it was nearing 9pm, the meeting would automatically stand adjourned unless it was agreed to continue the sitting. The Chair put the question of whether it was the will of Council that the meeting continue past 9pm, and the Chamber voted in favour of the continuation of the meeting until all business had been completed.

CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFIED MOTION – DECLARATION OF CLIMATE EMERGENCY 
(Notified motions are printed as supplied and are not edited)

26/2019-20
The Chair of Council (Councillor Andrew WINES) then drew the Councillors’ attention to the notified motion listed on the agenda, and called on Councillor Jonathan SRI to move the motion. Accordingly, Councillor Jonathan SRI moved, seconded by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, that—

1.
Brisbane City Council acknowledges that climate change will negatively impact Brisbane, including by: 


-
Exposing parts of our city to coastal inundation as sea levels rise

-
Exposing residents to more frequent extreme weather events like heat waves, cyclones and floods
-
Significantly increasing daytime temperatures so that being outside becomes unbearable during the summer months

-
increasing the risk of food and water shortages

2.
In response to the above, Brisbane City Council declares that our city, and Australia, are facing a climate emergency, and commits to:


-
Publicly declare a climate emergency 

-
Urgently develop a comprehensive, city-wide Climate Emergency Action Plan to inform policy development to mitigate and adapt to climate change, to reduce emissions and drawdown carbon, using solutions that uphold and strengthen the rights of First Nations communities

-
Roll out a major public education campaign to raise awareness about the climate crisis and its solutions

-
Call on other local, state and national governments to mobilise at speed to address the climate emergency and deliver climate justice


-
Support a just transition of our economy away from industries that exacerbate climate change
Chair:
Councillor SRI, would you please speak to the motion.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair, and in speaking on this motion, I need to start by acknowledging the First Nations communities, Pacifica communities and people of colour in vulnerable, low-lying coastal cities around the world who are experiencing the most severe negative impacts of climate change already and recognising that right now Pacific Island nations are already planning their relocation strategies, that the water is literally already lapping at the door and that it is very likely over the coming decades that if climate change is not addressed, we will see millions and potentially hundreds of millions of climate refugees displaced.


I also want to acknowledge that it’s those First Nations and Pacifica communities that have been on the frontline of the campaigns for climate justice and that when we’re talking about transitioning to a more sustainable society, we have a lot to learn from those communities about how to live in balance with the natural world. 


The motion before us is reasonably straightforward. It starts by acknowledging some of the significant negative impacts that climate change will have on our City of Brisbane and goes on to declare a climate emergency and commit to a few specific actions that flow from that. Climate change is very much a local issue and I’m sure all Councillors agree with that to some extent. But it’s worth outlining some of the most obvious and significant negative impacts of climate change that’s likely to have upon our city. In particular, there’s going to be an increase to coastal and creek flooding. Residential properties in low-lying areas are going to be more vulnerable to estuarine, creek flooding as well as coastal flooding, particularly during storm surges and as a result of severe weather events. 


We’re likely to see heavier storms and possibly even more frequent cyclones in South East Queensland. We’re likely to have hotter neighbourhoods were there’s more people dying in heatwaves, more droughts and rainfall shortages and of course that’s going to have a lot of negative flow-on impacts for us here in Council. We’ve already seen the number of street trees that die when there’s a shortage of rain, but we’re also going to see severe interruptions to our food supply, we’re going to see severe potential interruptions to our water supply in the future. These are serious and significant negative impacts.


So to anyone who says that climate change is not a local issue, I encourage you to look at the facts and understand that this is very much a local issue and very much something that all local Councillors should be seriously concerned about. We’re even going to see increasing construction costs as a result of construction material scarcity and the reduced working hours that’s possible outdoors. But perhaps most significantly, we’re going to see severe economic impacts because so many industries, so many jobs upon which Brisbane residents depend, are going to be less viable and less secure in a rapidly changing climate.


I guess the reason I’m bringing this motion, or part of the reason I’m bringing this motion, and part of the substance of this motion is that Brisbane City Council can do so much more to take action on climate change. Part of the motion talks about developing a comprehensive citywide climate emergency action plan. Now that would go a lot further than the previous climate change strategies that this Administration has adopted and I’ve read them and I acknowledge that there’s some good stuff in there. But we have a long, long way to go. I don’t have time to give you a complete list, but for anyone, any Councillors here, who think this Council Administration is doing enough, please take note that we are no longer a world leader, if we ever were, and there is far more we can be doing.


In particular and as a bare minimum, we should stop clearing trees and we should provide greater maintenance and protection of existing vegetation, both on public land and on private properties. I get very frustrated when I continually see this Council approve developers to knock down established trees and then replace them with tiny saplings and say: ‘oh don’t worry, don’t worry, we did that yes, we knocked down this big, hundred-year-old fig tree, but over here we’ve planted a few saplings, so that’s fine, no tree clearing to see here’. That happens all the time in this place and this Administration doesn’t have a sincere commitment to reforestation and protecting our natural assets.


Other simple things like the fact that this Council still has not committed to ensuring that the new Metro vehicles will not rely on fossil fuels. We’re spending hundreds of millions of dollars on those new vehicles and it’s very concerning that the LORD MAYOR still won’t commit to ensuring that those vehicles are not fossil fuel powered. We can of course reduce the use of concrete in Council construction projects and also in private developments. I think many residents don’t understand that cement is a major contributor to fossil fuel emissions globally and that that needs some serious thinking about what alternative construction materials we can shift to. 


I think, in particular, Council could be doing a lot more to support the growing of food locally and having seen how some of the community gardens in my electorate have to jump through a lot of hoops just to get support to plant a few veggies, it’s obvious to me that this Council should be doing a lot more to support urban farming within the city footprint, so that we are more resilient and so that we are well prepared when there are food shortages due to natural disasters in our region.


We also as a Council need to stop supporting airport runway expansion and cruise ship terminal construction. We don’t talk about these issues enough, but air travel is a major contributor to fossil fuel emissions and instead, we should be supporting new, high-speed rail between major cities and towns. That’s the way forward, that’s how we move people around our region and the fact that this Council continues to support airport expansions is deeply concerning. 


In particular though, we need this Council to shift to 100% green energy. The Administration statements around this in the past have been somewhat confusing and contradictory, but my understanding is that we still continue to produce a lot of fossil fuel emissions and then say, oh don’t worry, we’re offsetting it, we’ve given some money to some company overseas to plant some trees that we haven’t really looked closely at, but trust us, it’s offsets, it’s fine. 


What we should be doing is shifting this Council to 100% renewable energy by 2025. That’s an ambitious target, but it is entirely achievable. Yes that will mean that some of our operations have to change, yes that will mean we have to change the way we do some things, but we need to do it. But in particular, when I think about what more this city could be doing, I think particularly of sustainable urban planning and sustainable transport. We are still designing buildings that are very energy intensive, that aren’t climate appropriate, that are highly reliant on air conditioning, that are not comfortable to live in without using a lot of electricity. 


But more than that, our transport networks and our land use planning continues to prioritise car use, and it is this Administration’s continued focus on widening roads, on spending hundreds of millions of dollars on road projects that encourage more people to drive, which clearly demonstrates to me that this Administration is not genuinely committed to climate change action. We should be supporting stronger public transport networks, walking, cycling to get around, so that people have an alternative to driving everywhere. This Administration has made some small steps in that direction, but when you look at the policies and the decisions that Council officers are making on a daily basis, we are still not going anywhere near far enough to support that transition.

Fossil fuel emissions from motor vehicles are one of the major contributors to climate change and if this Council is serious about climate action, it’s not enough to say, oh don’t worry, our Administration is buying green energy, our buses are run sustainably, we actually need to ensure that residents are supported to transition how they move around our city as well.


But more than all of that, I think this emergency motion is important because it signals to politicians at high levels of government and also to the wider public that we can’t continue with business as usual if we are to prevent catastrophic climate change. Business as usual is not compatible with a stable society and with humans flourishing long term. We need to fundamentally rethink the underlying assumptions of the way our society is structured and governed. It means we stop pursuing economic growth for its own sake and start focusing on improving people’s quality of life. It means we prioritise community and sustainability ahead of corporate profits and we recognise that our actions here in this city and in this country have far-reaching negative impacts on people in other parts of the world who have very little agency to take action.


There are a lot of people who seem to argue that oh Australia doesn’t emit anywhere near as much as China or India, therefore there’s no point us taking action. But actually it is Australian coal that’s being burnt overseas which is a major contributor to fossil fuel emissions and accelerating climate change. So rather than getting all hung up on exactly what Australians are doing right here locally, we need to recognise that our coal exports are rapidly exacerbating climate change and that we have a moral duty to shift our economy away from dependence on those resource extractive industries and to support those regional coal towns to transition to sustainable industries.


We are lying right now to coal workers in regional towns when we tell them that they will have secure jobs in coal for 50, 60 years. We need to support them to transition with free education, with retraining programs, so that we can have a sustainable future. I think that’s really the ultimate message here, is that action on climate change doesn’t mean that we all have to live in caves by candlelight, it doesn’t mean we have to have a reduced quality of life, but it does mean making some changes now so that future generations can continue to enjoy a high-quality life and don’t have to deal with the negative impacts of frequent natural disasters of food shortages and famines, of hundreds of millions of displaced people. 


We have to act now and that’s why this climate emergency declaration is so important. We’ve seen Sydney City Council, Melbourne City Council, a whole range of councils around Australia, Noosa City Council has recently declared a climate emergency motion and tonight I understand even Darwin City Council became the 30th major council in Australia to declare a climate emergency motion and it will be very, very disappointing if this Council doesn’t follow suit and recognise how serious this issue is and send a message to the people of Brisbane that we care and we are acting.

Chair:
Councillor SRI, your time has expired. 

Are there further speakers? 

Councillor JOHNSTON.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Okay, I guess the LORD MAYOR said he wasn’t going to support it this morning on radio and that means he’s not even going to debate it. I seconded the motion when Councillor SRI asked me. I don’t quite agree with everything that’s in the motion and he’s aware of that, however what I do want to say is that I recognise and support the action that Council has taken to date, but the idea that the LNP wants people to believe is that it’s job done, tick, we’ve done everything we need to do, there’s no climate problems here and walk on by, we’ve got it all under control. Clearly that’s not the case. 


It is my opinion that there is more that we can be doing to address the issues of climate change and its impact on our city and our local communities and it’s for that reason, despite my concern with the motion itself, that I was prepared to second it and I’ll be putting forward an amendment to try and change it a little bit. I certainly want Council to take more action, completely take more action and I think what I’ll do is I’ll move my amendment and I’ll speak to that and we’ll see if, I don’t know if anybody will support my amendment.


But one of my concerns has been that the language in this motion before us today is quite political, it is inflammatory, which I think is a concern. The language is very much, I think, concerning in the way that it is expressed, but there are very good concepts contained within it and I’d like to move the following amendment.
MOTION FOR AMENDMENT TO NOTIFIED MOTION:
	27/2019-20

It was moved by Councillor Nicole JOHNSTON, seconded by Councillor Steve GRIFFITHS, that the notified motion be amended by the removal and insertion of such words so that the motion would read as follows:

Delete the following words: 

1. including by:

· Exposing parts of our city to coastal inundation as sea levels rise 

· Exposing residents to more frequent extreme weather events like heat waves, cyclones and floods

· Significantly increasing daytime temperatures so that being outside becomes unbearable during the summer months

· Increasing the risk of flood and water shortages

2. In response to the above, Brisbane City Council declares that our city, and Australia, are facing a climate emergency;

· Publicly declare a climate emergency 

· Call on other local, state and national governments to mobilise at speed to address the climate emergency and deliver climate justice

· Support a just transition of our economy away from industries that exacerbate climate change

So the motion now reads as follows: 

Brisbane City Council acknowledges that climate change will negatively impact Brisbane and commits to:

· Urgently develop a comprehensive, city-wide Climate Emergency Action Plan to inform policy development to mitigate and adapt to climate change, to reduce emissions and drawdown carbon, using solutions that uphold and strengthen the rights of First Nations communities

· Roll out a major public education campaign to raise awareness about the climate crisis and its solutions. 




Chair:
Councillor Johnston, to your amendment please.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. There are a number of statements in the motion that I don’t agree with and I just want to place on the record my concern with them and I don’t know, I think it is a problem of expression, but essentially what the motion is doing is it’s not actually declaring a climate emergency, it was saying that we’re committing to declaring a climate emergency. Two, there is a dot point in here that says that we support a just transition of our economy away from industries that exacerbate climate change. Now almost every aspect of human existence, everything we see and do, me speaking here today, is generating carbon, is contributing to climate change. By saying we’re going to transition our economy away from industries that exacerbate climate change, we’re saying we’re going to stop going to work, we’re going to stop living in houses, we’re going to stop building houses. We heard the lady this afternoon, we’re using our air conditioners, we’re going to stop.


If the intent of this motion was to say we’re going to transition away from mining, that’s not what it says. So I won’t go on with the semantics with all of this, because again my purpose here is to say I support our Council doing more on climate change, however I do not support the content and wording of the motion that has been put forward for debate, but I strongly support the need for our Council to do more. 


I believe that the good points in the motion that were put forward are that we develop a citywide climate emergency action plan. This Council did start doing that about 15 years ago and pretty much has stopped. Councillor SRI has outlined a number of issues and there are certainly many of those that I agree with him on. This Council, when I started, used to talk about generating electricity, it was something that I remember I went to a meeting with Councillor McLACHLAN when I was his deputy and it was one of the issues that we used to talk about, how we would generate electricity, particularly for waste or other sources. 


That conversation has just stopped. I mean we are capturing methane over at Rochedale, but I don’t think there’s been any increase to that or any rollout of that or any way to expand that and energy production from our Council is absolutely one thing that we should be looking at. We’ve got some solar panels on the roofs of some Council buildings, but I don’t know that we have a comprehensive plan to roll out capturing solar and incorporating solar into the delivery of our energy. But I think that is something that clearly this Council is having a bit of a go at, but we haven’t got a cohesive plan and I think we should, because we’ve taken a step in the right direction.


But I mean I don’t think this Council could quantify exactly how much of its energy, because I’ve asked in Committee previously, how much of its energy is actually being produced from renewables. It’s so small in the discussions that we’ve had in the Committee previously that they can’t quantify it. We’re paying, as Councillor SRI did outline, overseas companies for offsets. That’s how this Council is justifying the fact that we’re carbon neutral. That’s a lazy way of going about addressing change. We need to do that through proactive measures that contribute sustainably to the way in which our Council operates.


Now I think there’s more we can do in the waste area. Waste is obviously a big issue and our Council again has taken a leading role on recycling, but I think there is more that we can do in this space. Tree clearing and development, absolutely two areas where we should be looking from a planning point of view as to what we’re doing. The first thing that any developer does when they buy a block is go and knock down every tree on the site. That has to stop. We could stop that. These are big, mature trees usually. I mean it’s a no-brainer that we should have that in our planning scheme. 


Yes, the State Government have a role to play here with development as well, but houses aren’t required to have solar panels. New houses, yes, our design and City Plan requirements don’t require water tanks or other measures. Again, when I started, we used to help households. We used to help households to address sustainability measures and that’s trickled away. We used to have water tank subsidies. It’s stopped. We used to have electricity initiatives like the power boards to help you reduce your power, those subsidies stopped. We used to do a lot of things and they’ve just died out. 


I mean composting seems to be the latest thing, we’ll try for a couple of years. Whether it should be incorporated more fully into our waste program for collection to help that goal we have, an admirable goal of zero waste to landfill, but again, we’re just having a little tiny go at it on the side. All of the things that should be just as every ongoing part of our program to help households address climate change are not even being considered.


I mean this Council won’t even consider a fruit tree in a park or on a street. I mean wouldn’t that be great? I get residents ask me all the time and I think probably there are some parks where it won’t be suitable. But there is absolutely no reason why we can’t plant some fruit trees in some of our parks so that people can go down to their local park and pick a piece of fruit. Those things aren’t being considered. So I believe there’s more we can do as a Council in our operations and I believe there is more we can do to support households.


I had noted that some 600 councils around the world and I had thought 26 in Australia, but I gather that’s up to 30 now, have already done this. I don’t think we should be scared by the word climate emergency, it’s a little bit inflammatory, but the intent of it is to say we need to do more to address climate change and that is something that I support. I just want to say that if Darwin can do it, not known necessarily for its progressive approach, I would have thought, but if Darwin can do it, then Brisbane can do it. 


If every capital city in Australia does this and Brisbane is the only one to vote against it, which is highly likely as to what’s going to happen tonight, that would be a terrible reflection upon a Council that says how proud it is to take the running on climate change. So Sydney, Melbourne, Darwin, I’m not sure where Adelaide is up to, but I’d say it’s highly likely that they’re going to do it, if not already, Perth I don’t know, Canberra for sure probably already has, ACT, Parliament already has, the Territory has. We might be the only capital city in Australia that hasn’t supported a statement on climate change. 


So I don’t know if the Liberals have got or the LNP have got an amendment of their own ready to go, but I’ve put something forward that has less of the colourful language of the politics associated with this issue and I would hope that everyone could support a more simplified version of this that essentially reflects two things that Council does: one, which is develop an action plan and two, which is to develop a community education campaign to work with our residents. I urge all Councillors to support the amendment.

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. Thank you and I rise to support this amended motion. It’s really finding a compromise, I believe, finding a compromise between the Liberal’s stance of do nothing and Councillor SRI’s stance of it’s very dramatic and the world’s going to end and if it doesn’t end, we’re all going to die and rah, rah. So I think there’s a compromise here between those two stances. 


It’s very catastrophic, Councillor SRI, I think you mentioned catastrophic, you mentioned emergency, you mentioned that we’ve got to stop travelling by international planes to anywhere else and we’ve got to stop the cruise industry. I think most people in Brisbane would not accept that. I think they don’t agree with that. But it’s good that you’re putting those ideas out here, so I’m rising to present the ALP’s position as representative of the Parks, Environment and Sustainability Committee.

DEPUTY MAYOR:
Point of order, Mr Chair. Is this not the debate on whether we accept the amendment?

Chair:
It is, that’s right, it’s still the amendment debate.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes, this is the amendment.

Chair:
So just so people understand, we’re debating the amendment proposed by Councillor JOHNSTON and Councillor GRIFFITHS as a secondary speaker to the amendment, not the amended motion, just in case, that’s where we are.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes the amendment, yes. I’m speaking to the amendment. One of the things I stand proudly here tonight and with my colleagues is that the Labor Party has a very strong record of acknowledging and dealing with the issue of climate change. From the beginning, it’s been the Labor Party that’s acknowledged the science of climate change and that is due to human activity. The science has been repeated and it’s in and the fact that we as humans are generating this climate change, means that we as humans need to be dealing with it, because its impact is not only on our world and our planet, it’s also on human health, significantly on human health, significantly on human activity and significantly on us as a planet into the future.


I was interested tonight and it’s the first time I’ve actually heard a Councillor from that side of the Chamber and correct me if I’m wrong, I’ve heard Councillor HAMMOND actually say the words climate change and I haven’t heard that from that side of the Chamber for a very long time. It’s been something that’s been ignored, something that hasn’t been uttered, but something that this LNP Administration have been working towards and I’ve always thought it’s a silly thing not to be able to say the word climate change.


But let’s look at some of the history with regards to climate change, because the history helps us understand what’s happening here. We know that in some nations there’s actually been a bipartisan approach to climate change and they’ve achieved really clear and distinct actions very quickly. If we look at our neighbours, New Zealand, if we look at the UK, look at Germany, they’ve had results because they’ve had a bipartisan approach. Unfortunately in Australia we haven’t had a bipartisan approach and it’s been a very fraught argument and it’s been a very negative argument for our community. 


In 2006, the Liberal Coalition Government did not ratify the Kyoto Agreement. But when they lost office, Rudd and the Labor Government came in and did ratify it. The story goes on, the conflict goes on and it’s been going on for a long time. But in 2009, the Liberal National Party Government, under Abbott, sided with the Greens to join forces to actually defeat Labor’s carbon pollution reduction scheme. I want to say that really clearly, because it was actually, Councillor SRI, your party that got rid of our opportunity in 2009 to do something about climate change and it’s when I lost so much respect for your party in terms of doing something about this issue in a genuine way.


So I find it quite interesting that we’re here tonight having a climate emergency when your very party voted down our opportunity to do something in 2009. I’m hearing groans, Councillor SRI, but that’s a fact. So it was a missed opportunity for our environment, for our economy, for business and for our citizens as well as for the country and it’s a disappointing result for the country. It’s interesting that just in the last couple of weeks, the head of Prime Minister and Cabinet, Dr Martin Parker, has actually come out, so he’s head of the Liberal National Party, Prime Minister and Cabinet, has come out and he’s actually said that power prices would be lower now if the emission trading scheme had been implemented a decade ago.


So here’s the Liberal National Party’s own person in Prime Minister and Cabinet and the whole scheme could have been done much cheaper. The debate continues and groaning from Councillor SRI continues, but suddenly we have a climate emergency that has to be dealt with and we have to have people in the streets gluing themselves to the road because the world’s going to end. Well it was in 2006 that under an ALP majority and it was an ALP majority Council, but there was a Liberal Lord Mayor—
Councillor HAMMOND:
Point of order.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I believe the moaning from Councillor SRI might be because this is not about the amendment.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
It is about the amendment.

Councillor HAMMOND:
It’s a good speech, but it’s not about the amendment.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
You had the opportunity to say something, you said nothing, you’ve been sitting there sulking—
Chair:
Hang on, calm down Councillor GRIFFITHS. There’s still a long way to go in this debate, I suspect. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
I suspect so.

Chair:
Look I think that you’re largely sticking to the content of the motion, so please continue.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thank you. So what I want to go back to my point before I was interrupted, in 2006 under—
Councillor interjecting.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Sorry?

Councillor interjecting.

Chair:
No, come on, no, no, no. Look I don’t know why after 9pm every time we go past 9pm, people start to get a bit frayed, all right? So can everyone please remind themselves that they are Brisbane City Councillors and that courtesy and respect for each other is fundamental to this role. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS.

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Thank you, Mr Chair. So in 2006, under an ALP majority in this Chamber, we brought in a motion that Brisbane City Council acknowledges climate change and sustainability and that has been the foundation of everything that Council has done since in terms of Council becoming a carbon neutral organisation which it did in 2017. It was good to hear the speaker here tonight recognising that, so there are some positive things.


But as in this motion, there’s plenty more to do and what I like about this motion is it simplifies things, that we agree to do a comprehensive action plan that residents can see that looks at how we reduce emissions and draw down our carbon, using solutions that strengthen the rights of First Nation people, so yes, agree with that. 


The second thing is roll out a major education campaign to raise awareness about climate crisis and a solution. So we think this is a concrete way of going. We think it’s a way of showing this Council is committed to what we’re doing and we think there’s much more that this Council can do. Previously, by the two previous speakers, one of the things that we can do better is actually buying our carbon credits from Australian projects and reducing the amount of land clearing. I need to look no further than Pallara in my electorate at all the land clearing that’s going on there under this Administration.


So we believe that that would then be about reporting on our actions and having annual targets that we can see and about offering hope by talking positively about climate change and I would say move away from the drama, move away from the negative language and actually offer our city and our people some hope. 


So yes, Councillor SRI, we are supporting this motion, we believe that this motion is the way to go. It’s a compromise, but it actually sets a clear target about how to deal with the climate emergency in a practical way and I would encourage you and everyone in the Chamber to support this motion. Thank you.

Chair:
Further speakers to the amendment? 

Councillor SRI.

Councillor SRI:
Thanks. I rise to speak on the proposal to amend the motion I initially brought to this Chamber and just for the purposes of the hundred or so people who are watching at home, just so you understand what’s going on, the Independent Councillor and the Labor Councillor are basically watering down the motion a little bit, so the amendment seeks to remove the parts of the motion that acknowledge the severe negative impacts that climate change may have on our city. So the amendment is removing all the acknowledgements that climate change is going to expose our city to flooding and to heat waves, et cetera, et cetera. 


The amendment also removes the public declaration of a climate emergency and I’ll correct you on that, Councillor JOHNSTON, because the original motion said that in response to the above, Brisbane City Council declares that our city and Australia are facing a climate emergency. I think your amendment actually removes that declaration, but either way, I think also removing the call to support a just transition of our economy away from industries that exacerbate climate change is pretty obvious and crucial to this whole motion. So I won’t support amending it, but if it turns out that this is the best chance of this motion to get through, if the amendment goes through, I’ll still vote in favour of that because something is better than nothing.


But really the whole point of this motion is that declaration of a climate emergency and recognising how serious this issue is. I don’t want to harp on all night because I know it’s late, but Councillors in this Chamber seem to be a little bit naïve to what’s going on here. It’s like, oh yes we acknowledge climate change is real, we acknowledge it’s a problem and we’re going to take some steps. But it seems like a lot of Councillors in this place and the political establishment more generally, simply aren’t grappling with the severity of this issue. It’s like you acknowledge that it’s a problem but you don’t recognise how much of a problem it is.


For Councillor GRIFFITHS, from the Labor Party, to talk about my—to suggest that my motion was engaging in some form of hyperbole or that I was too alarmist or whatever, I think completely misses the point. This is an alarming issue and we should be treating it as an emergency, we should be really concerned about the impacts that this is going to have not just on our region, but around the world. So I guess I’m not surprised, but I am disappointed that the Independent and Labor Councillors are proposing to water down the motion, but it seems like the Liberals aren’t even going to speak to the thing at all, which says a lot about their contempt for the people of Brisbane who are concerned about this issue. 


So I’ll speak again in wrapping up later, but I just want to reiterate the fact that declaring an emergency is about recognising that we understand the severity of this issue and that we are signalling to the people of Brisbane this is important and it requires serious action. So if we water it down to simply say, oh we’re going to roll out a public education campaign and develop the emergency action plan but we’re not making that declaration, I think that does send the wrong signal to the broader public and to the nation as a whole. 


So I would much prefer that Brisbane City Council joins those 30 other councils around Australia, including Darwin, Sydney, Melbourne, Noosa, Byron, et cetera and declares an emergency. I don’t want this Council to be the one major city council in Australia that fails to do so, because I think that would be a real lost opportunity. So I won’t support this amendment, but if this is all that’s going to get through, then I guess we’ll have no choice but to vote on it.

Chair:
Further speakers to the amendment? 

Councillor JOHNSTON, your right of reply.

Councillor JOHNSTON:
Okay, for those following along at home, I’ve moved an amendment to the motion which two Councillors have spoken to, that’s Councillor GRIFFITHS for the Labor Party who has said he supports my amendment and Councillor SRI, from the Greens, who doesn’t, which I guess is quite understandable given he moved the original motion. The Liberal National Party Councillors have still not spoken, either about the substantive motion put forward by Councillor SRI, nor about the amendment that I put forward. Now the amendment that I put forward, I know Councillor SRI, I did give it to him earlier this afternoon, is not his cup of tea and I can understand that. 


But what I’ve sought to do is to acknowledge that this Council recognises that climate change will negatively impact on Brisbane and commits to take action, that is, by developing a climate emergency action plan and two, a public education campaign with our residents. So I would have thought this was right up the LNP’s alley. It takes out a lot of the language that I know they wouldn’t have supported at all and secondly, it talks about things that as a Council we’ve done a little bit of, but in my view, very strongly we should be doing more of.


I’m disappointed that yet again, for again those watching at home, this is the normal sort of course of action by the LNP that I’ll move a motion in this place, which I do regularly and they don’t even speak to it and then they just come along and they’ll vote it down, unless by some kind of miracle they’re going to support it, which I don’t believe they will. I’ll come back to my position on this matter again and say I’m disappointed that the LNP won’t even engage in the debate. I think that’s a very sad reflection of the fact that they’re not prepared to debate an amendment and a motion. 


Two, I believe that as a Council we should be doing more. I want to put on the record my concerns with the original motion and the language that’s in it, but to coin Councillor SRI’s comment from earlier, something is better than nothing, so I will support the substantive motion if that is all that is on the table before us today. However, I want to put on the record my extreme concern about the last dot point, which in my view pretty much means that we’re going to stop living as human beings on the planet, because it does not in any way, shape or form, talk specifically about what transition relates to and you know, I know and I think most people, I think all people would know, that pretty much all human activity habitation is contributing to climate change. So we can’t just shut ourselves down. So you know, I have some real concerns with not just the language but the substance of some of the ideas that are put forward, but again, I support our Council doing more on climate change. 


I do not want to be the only city in Australia or the only capital city, you know, in Australia that doesn’t support a climate action statement and I hope this is not going to be like the straws and all the other stuff that in about a month’s time they’ll realise oh shit, we really should have done something about this, and then they’ll take the idea and they’ll try and sell it as their own because you know, that’s very lazy politics when you have the opportunity to debate the issue right here and now and you aren’t. 


So I just want to again encourage all Councillors to support the amendment. It basically acknowledges that climate change is negatively impacting on our city. It urges us to develop a citywide climate emergency action plan and to roll out a major public education campaign to address the impacts of climate change. I feel it’s a good compromise. It’s something I’d be very happy to support and I’ll obviously be moving it and I hope all Councillors will support it so that we can have a debate about the amended motion. 
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The Chair submitted the amendment motion to the Chamber and it was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Nicole JOHNSTON and Steve GRIFFITHS immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Nicole JOHNSTON.

NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

ABSTENTIONS: 1 -
Jonathan SRI.
Chair:
We’ll now return to the substantive motion as presented in the papers. 

Further speakers? 

Councillor MURPHY

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, thank you, Mr Chairman. I rise to speak on this motion, calling on Council to declare a climate emergency. As the LORD MAYOR stated earlier today, Administration Councillors won’t be supporting this motion. There’s a number of reasons that I would like to go into as to why. 


Before I do that, I want to be clear about the reasons that we would have liked to have supported a motion like this. Earlier today, Councillor HAMMOND spoke at length about Council’s achievements in this space and I can assure you, I don’t propose to go over them again for the benefit of the Chamber, but suffice to say that this Administration does believe in anthropogenic global warming and we’ve taken significant steps to combat it, very significant steps, and we plan for the eventualities of a lack of global action on climate change from a city planning perspective, at least some of them. 


We would have liked to have supported a motion like this because like you, Councillor SRI, we share concerns about things like the polar ice caps melting, which are melting at an alarming rate. We share concerns about rising sea levels which are starting to inundate coastal communities in parts of Asia and Oceania and, like you, we share concerns around the effects that climate change is having on our endangered species. 


I read just this week about the case of the lemuroid possum, which is on Mount Bartle Frere just outside Cairns. The ringtails there have evolved to thrive in cooler climates in the upper reaches of the mountain and they can’t handle temperatures in excess of 29 to 30 degrees and so the species continues to drift ever higher up the mountain and they are disappearing from an elevation of around 800 metres now. They can only be found in elevations above 1,000 metres. Soon, they will be at the peak of the mountain and then there will be nowhere for them to go. 


We share your concerns about the perennial news story. Every year, a new record high temperature. London, Paris, Madrid, New York, Manila, Colombo, Hyderabad, Tokyo—all records this year will probably be breaking records next year and the year after that. We have seen the disturbing and accelerating pattern in our climate and we don’t worry necessarily for ourselves, but we do worry about the impact of climate change on our city and particularly on its most vulnerable citizens. We worry for our children and those still to come and we worry for the global south who don’t have the luxury of strong public finances, of infrastructure and who have the private sector capacity that we do here in Brisbane. 


We believe all this and yet we can’t join you in supporting this motion. Because to support this motion would be to support the climate Extinction activists who have spent the past few months blocking our streets with canoes, gluing themselves to pedestrian crossings and disrupting the daily commutes of Brisbane residents. Now, Brisbane residents support the right of people to engage in lawful protests, but this form of civil disobedience is disruptive to the lives of the citizens that we represent and most critically for you Councillor SRI, it has failed to engender any additional support for your cause amongst those whose support you have sought. 


I listened to you do the rounds on breakfast radio this morning and to say that you had a frosty reception would be the understatement of the year. You have also managed to achieve three levels of government and the RSL condemning you in one The Courier-Mail article. So mate, that was an outstanding achievement. Well done. You have likened their struggle to that of Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King and Gandhi. You have paid yourself an enormous compliment, but understand that what you and these Extinction activists are doing is not seen to be even remotely like the civil rights movement or the struggle for Indian independence. It is seen to be extremist rhetoric from those who can most afford to spend unproductive mornings stopping those wanting to be productive with theirs. 


Can you really blame much of the population? They have been told lies about the Barrier Reef dying by 2007, or the Amazon Rainforest disappearing by 2009, and let’s not face it Al Gore’s hockey stick graph. There is a level of distrust amongst the community for what you are saying and these kind of stunts do not help to repair that. 


It is a shame because your underlying message is one of urgency, which we support, but it is lost in the disruption and the criminality that you promote. Brisbane residents don’t support it and we can’t condone it. I’ve heard you say, Councillor SRI, that this is a last resort because policymakers have failed to listen to your message and I’ve also heard you say—
Chair:
Councillor MURPHY, can I remind you to address comments through the Chair and to refer to Councillor SRI in third person please. 

Councillor MURPHY:
Yes, Mr Chairman. I’ve also heard Councillor SRI say that he must do this because big corporate interests have subverted the democratic process. Well it was on radio this morning Councillor SRI, and let’s not forget Councillor SRI was elected with 31% of the primary vote which was lower than anyone in this Chamber and the Greens hold one ward here out of 26 and the Greens also received the biggest corporate donation in history. So you know, I don’t need to point out the hypocrisy of this, but I believe it’s self-evident. 


To be clear, we agree with your aims. Many of them are noble, but we disagree with your method. Australia didn’t achieve marriage equality by terrifying the population or disrupting their commute to work. They did a lot of their work quietly, behind the scenes, lobbying, writing letters, running in elections, creating slogans and logos, talking to their friends and families and holding marches and parades that were organised and authorised by the police that many of us participated in. They didn’t try to subvert the democratic process. They participated in it. 


I ask you, Councillor SRI, through you, Mr Chairman, that if we supported this motion tonight, what would we say to Brisbane residents next Monday when Extinction Rebellion plan to block traffic all around Brisbane yet again, disrupting people on their way to work? Stopping people trying to get to doctors’ appointments and hospitals? They have this rally planned irrespective of the outcome of this motion tonight. How absurd is it to say that the old ways of representative democracy have failed us and that you need to undertake a campaign of civil disobedience and then bring this motion to a democratic Chamber and ask us to support it? That is the definition of self-defeat. 


Even six months ago with some changes in the language of this motion, we might have been able to support this but in six months, you have alienated tens of thousands of Brisbane residents from your cause and it’s not like you didn’t have an example of where this backfired recently. Look at the Adani convoys. The Greens movement caused ordinary people to run a million miles from their cause and handed all of central Queensland to the LNP which we thank you for, by the way. Quite literally, hoist on their own petard, Mr Chairman. 


I believe you, Councillor SRI, that you should listen to that lesson, learn from it, understand that you cannot win this campaign by showing yourself to be out of step with community expectations. So no we can’t and we won’t support these tactics and I urge you to reconsider, to ask for the Extinction Rebellion people to reconsider their approach, to work with Brisbane residents, not against them. Thank you. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor BOURKE. 

Councillor BOURKE:
Thanks very much, Mr Chairman. I just rise to enter the debate on this motion about declaring a climate emergency for the City of Brisbane and I’ve listened to all the speakers this evening, Mr Chairman and I want to pick up where Councillor MURPHY left off because for the best part of what is now nearly 16 years, this Administration has gone about quietly and diligently implementing what is the largest change of people’s habits and behaviours and policy inside an organisation to acknowledge and deal with the impacts of climate change, Mr Chairman. 


We have deliberately worked to reduce the impacts without using alarmist language or extremist tactics like those that we have seen, Mr Chairman, but we have done it in the best interest of not only the residents of Brisbane but the greater State of Queensland, Australia and indeed, the world and unlike Councillor MURPHY, for those who are watching at home, I am going to rattle off some of the things, Mr Chairman, that this Administration has done because I think it’s important to acknowledge what we have done because we have been leaders in a lot of these cases, Mr Chairman, and while some councils have been mentioned—Sydney, Melbourne, Darwin, Canberra, the State of ACT—I tell you what, Mr Chairman. This Council has by and far outdone every single one of those when it comes to green initiatives, green commitments and still does to this day. 


Because there is no larger organisation in this country that is 100% carbon neutral certified than Brisbane City Council. There is not a State Government department. There is not a private corporation. There is not a Federal Government department, Mr Chairman, that has taken the steps that this Council Administration has done to be certified 100% carbon neutral. 


On top of everything else that we have done as an Administration, we have amended our planning scheme to acknowledge coastal inundation. We have implemented a car share scheme amendment to our planning scheme. We have updated our flood mapping to respond to the changing climate. We have purchased parkland across this city, at times to the opposition of Australian Labor Party Councillors and Independent Councillors in this place, Mr Chairman. We have implemented a Building that Breathes guide to make sure that buildings in this city respond to the climate. We are buying bushland like never before to protect it for future generations. 


We are planting tens of thousands of trees each year and on top of that, this Council implemented the largest reforestation project of its kind in this country, the Two Million Trees project, Mr Chairman, and then that was adopted as a project by the Federal Government to roll out elsewhere in the country. 


We’ve implemented a Flood Resilient Homes program, Mr Chairman. We have rolled out and expanded our community gardens program. We do gas flaring from our landfill sites and we have a number of those across the city. We dragged Energex kicking and screaming to approve an LED light fitting so that we could roll out low power LED lights across this city to reduce energy consumption. 


We’ve invested in bikeways like never before and much to the angst of the Australian Labor Party, Mr Chairman; we rolled out a bike hire scheme in this city. They talked about doing it. We actually got on and delivered it for the residents of Brisbane. This Council implements offset plantings for trees that we have to remove for projects. Does the State Government offset trees that they remove for like the Gateway North Upgrade project? No they don’t, Mr Chairman, but we have one of the most rigorous offset planting projects, programs, of any administration or of any level of government. 


We’ve doubled the number of buses on the streets. We’ve put more CityCats onto the river than any other Administration. We have—and if Councillors listened in the budget information sessions, they would know—a rolling program of solar panels onto Council facilities, Mr Chairman. We’ve instituted water saving technology across our sports clubs and sports fields and we’ve rolled those programs out to residents in the past. We’ve implemented recycling and waste reduction measures right across the city including green bins, expanded compost programs, Mr Chairman. We’ve implemented energy saving measures for seniors, low income earners and businesses to help them save money and reduce their energy emissions—energy usage. 


We do have already one of the largest educational engagement campaigns of any organisation in this country, Mr Chairman, through our Green Heart Fairs, our Green Heart Schools program and our school environmental leadership network program as well, Mr Chairman, where we actually go out and try to encourage people to make positive changes at home, at school, in business and in their communities. We provide discounts for electric and hybrid cars in our Council car parks. We have our own hybrid and electric cars in Council. We were the first place for car chargers in public spaces when we put them into King George Square, Mr Chairman, and on top of that, this building that we are in was the pioneer for a Green building rating for heritage buildings in this country. 


We have done as an Administration more and continue to do more for—to deal with climate change and to respond to a change in climate, Mr Chairman, and so that’s why, without the alarmist terms, without the extreme actions that we have seen, we have implemented this change in our community and worked with residents and worked with community groups and will continue to do so, Mr Chairman, and that’s why we can’t support this motion, but I’ll tell you what. Talk is cheap. Because those opposite had their chance back in 2016. They had their chance. 


Rather than doing, take a bit of what Councillor GRIFFITHS said. Rather than coming now and going, we’ve got a climate emergency, well they had their chance back in 2016 in August when we brought to this Council the carbon neutral policy for debate and to vote on. What did we have from the Labor Councillors? Well, they couldn’t support it, Mr Chairman. The Greens Councillor did not even talk about the item when it came through, Mr Chairman. He did not utter—so for whatever—he doesn’t like to—he likes to say, we don’t say climate change. For whatever reason, when he spoke on the item for not very long, Mr Chairman, in the Council debate on that day, he did not even say the words climate change. Did not even say the words climate change, but then he and the Labor Councillors in this place, stood up and voted against Council becoming a carbon neutral organisation and amending our existing policies to recognise that and to implement that change. 


We do get offsets from Australia, through you Mr Chairman, to those opposite who want to fulfil this furphy. We do get offsets from Australia, we do invest in Australian carbon offsets as part of our carbon neutral policy, but I guess the biggest bit of hypocritism in all of this, Mr Chairman, was when Councillor SRI said we shouldn’t be doing airport expansions, we shouldn’t be encouraging people to take holidays, when the Australian Greens are the beneficiaries of the largest donation in Australian political history from the founder of Wotif, which makes its money from car hire, plane trips, accommodation and holidays, Mr Chairman. 


This is nothing but a stunt, because they had their chance, they didn’t stand up and weren’t counted at the time and we’ve gotten on with the job of delivering this and making sure the residents of Brisbane are well placed in responding to climate change across this whole city, and I can’t support this motion because it does not acknowledge the fact that we are doing this work and doing it well with our community already. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

Councillor GRIFFITHS. 

Councillor GRIFFITHS:
Yes thank you, Mr Chairman. It is interesting, this new motion and we believe that climate change and dealing with it is vital and we thought that the first amended—first motion that was, we were trying to get up as an amended motion was the better way to go. Because it was more realistic, less catastrophic, less dramatic and more about doing something that’s practical for the city and its people. Just for the record, we didn’t support the carbon policy for this city because so much of our offsets are purchased overseas in projects that we think are very dubious. We think that that money would be better spent in Australia on projects that can be measured properly. 


So even though we have concerns about this motion, we will be supporting this motion put forward by Councillor SRI because we believe that we should be joining other cities of the world in terms of acknowledging that there are—there is a climate issue that needs to be dealt with now. So that’s what we’ll be doing today with the debate. Thank you. 

Chair:
Further speakers? 

There being none, Councillor SRI. 

Councillor SRI:
Thanks, Mr Chair and I thank the Councillors for engaging in the debate. I must say I’m disappointed but not surprised. The—I don’t have time to unpack all the, what I would describe as weak arguments that the LNP have put forward in refusing to support this motion today but I must say we had a lot of talk and excuses and double speak and I do—I’ll pick out one thing through you, Mr Chair, to Councillor MURPHY, who presented what I considered to be quite a distorted view of the history of activism in this nation and seemed to present the argument that somehow the forms of civil disobedience that we are seeing at the moment are of a different class or category to the civil disobedience we’ve seen in recent decades, even here in Brisbane. 


There would be many histories—many historians from the LGBTI community who would take issue with your suggestion that disruptive civil disobedience and road protests and blockades and marches were not part of the history of that movement, when in fact that was a very crucial element of that movement in the early days. I think that’s really what, what frustrates me about this rhetoric that we’re hearing is that the LNP have said oh, we are concerned about climate change. Councillor SRI we agree with everything you have said but we can’t support it because we don’t like activists. That really seemed to be the thrust of what you were saying there and I think really that was just a weak excuse. 


Because you don’t want to support this motion because you recognise the implications of what that would do. If this Council supported a climate emergency declaration motion, that would put pressure on the State Government and on the Federal Governments to do more, to shift away from their reliance on fossil fuels and to do more to stop approving new coal mines and new fossil fuel generating projects. 


So you understand—you don’t want to say but you understand that that would be a significant step, but then you presented this weak and self-contradictory excuse as a defence for not taking action. If you didn’t like my motion, you could have moved your own. You could have moved amendments, you could have changed the wording. There’s nothing stopping you from bringing your own motion that—to a similar effect whenever you want but you are not going to do that because you don’t actually care as much about this issue as you should. 


I’m not saying you don’t care. I’m sure you think you’re on the right side of history but your party’s policy position on this issue is letting down the people of Queensland, is particularly letting down the workers who are going to be screwed over when we tell them that oh, you can keep having your jobs in coal while other countries transition at a much faster rate.


So here’s an offer to the LNP—I don’t have the ability to order activists around but I will ask and suggest that the Extinction Rebellion processes should stop blocking roads if your Administration stops actively supporting new coal mines. That’s a simple offer. I’m not negotiating on their behalf. I don’t control them or order them around but if you’re genuinely open to conversation about what we can do to stop those disruptive road protests, let’s talk about your party’s policy on climate change and fossil fuels. Let’s talk about the fact that the Liberal Party still supports massive government subsidies to encourage new coal mines while frequently arguing against public subsidies for renewable energy projects. 


I could go on all day about this stuff but I, I—I guess to be honest, I’m just feeling really, really sad for the people of Brisbane that they are so poorly represented by an Administration that claims to care about climate change, but when push comes to shove, won’t stand up and make that public declaration. I didn’t bring this motion off my own bat. I honestly didn’t expect the LNP to support—would support it to begin with but residents came to me, parents from the climate action group came to me and said oh, we’d like you to bring this motion, have a crack and I said sure. I don’t have much faith in the LNP being willing to support it but I said okay, I’ll bring it and I guess you’ve lived up to my low expectations today. 


Councillor BOURKE’s justifications or excuses were perhaps even more perplexing than Councillor MURPHY’s. Councillor BOURKE said—seemed to suggest that the LNP couldn’t support this motion because you’re already doing so much great stuff so we can’t, we can’t support declaring a climate emergency. Now that too seems very self-contradictory and self-defeating because there’s—calling a climate emergency declaration doesn’t reflect negatively on your Administration. It doesn’t devalue the good work that this Council has already done but it would be a strong and powerful statement to the people of Brisbane and to other levels of government. 


So really the only two excuses we seem to have heard from the LNP for not supporting this motion are we can’t support it because we don’t like the Greens, we don’t like activism and we can’t support it because we’re already doing lots of good stuff to address climate change and that’s the end of the conversation. I’d suggest through you, Mr Chair, that that’s probably not the best strategic approach and that the story will be that the Liberal Party voted against the climate emergency declaration motion and other cities around Australia and around the world will continue to support those calls—declarations of climate emergency and will continue to put pressure on their high levels of government to stop supporting new coal mines and to engage in a just transition. 


So it does seem a shame to me that we’re going to end up on the wrong side of history, but I guess I’d say to any, any Brisbane residents who are still watching the live stream or up in the public gallery to not lose hope. I think it’s—obviously it’s essential that we take meaningful action to address this issue and I think there, there will be a turning point and a moment where even the LNP is forced to acknowledge that supporting new coal mines is bad policy. That might not happen until they start losing a few more seats and a few more elections and I’m sure the coming Council election in March next year will be a telling one. 


It’s interesting to note that Councillor Peter MATIC didn’t even want to stick around for this motion—
Councillors interjecting.

Councillor MARX:
Point of order, Mr Chair.

Chair:
Point of order to you, Councillor MARX.

Councillor SRI:
I’m happy to withdraw if there’s a reason. That’s fine. 

Councillor MARX:
There is a reason. 

Chair:
Councillor SRI, there is a genuine reason. 

Councillor SRI:
I’m not aware of the reason so I’m happy to completely withdraw that comment. 

Chair:
Thank you. 

Councillor SRI:
Alright, it’s okay. I’ve withdrawn, it’s cool. There’s—
Councillors interjecting.

Councillor SRI:
There’s a—
Chair:
Okay all right. He’s withdrawn.

Councillor SRI:
Yes, it’s okay, but my core point remains which is that I think there will be a lot of Brisbane residents in LNP wards who are really disappointed by the decision that this Council Administration has made today. I think the LORD MAYOR’s comments earlier that the wording of the motion was alarmist are completely out of step, not only with public expectations but with reality. The wording of that original motion is not alarmist or extreme. It’s stating the facts. It’s pointing quite clearly to the fact that Brisbane is likely to experience more severe weather events, is likely to experience flooding and increasing insecurity of our food supply chains as a result of climate change. 


So to describe such messaging as alarmist I think does a disservice to healthy intellectual debate and discussion and does a disservice to the people of Brisbane. So we can bandy around words here all night and I guess that’s really part—not the point of this at the end of the day. My point here in bringing this motion was to force the LNP to recognise the true ramifications of climate change and it seems that they are unwilling to do so at this point in time. I’m leaving open the door. I hope that maybe in a few months the LNP will change their mind and will declare a climate emergency. Maybe you’ll bring your own motion and maybe it’s just that the Greens are moving it and that’s the reason you didn’t want to do it. I live in hope, but I guess at least I will thank the Labor Party for supporting the motion. 


Again, I think some of the rhetoric was a bit shallow, but I won’t look a gift horse in the mouth. I appreciate the support and I guess yes, I’m just really—I’m feeling sad and I hope—I hope the people who have been watching this don’t feel too dispirited because there’s still a long way to go in this struggle and I think we will win it eventually.

Upon being submitted to the Chamber, the motion was declared lost on the voices.
Thereupon, Councillors Jonathan SRI and Charles STRUNK immediately rose and called for a division, which resulted in the motion being declared lost.
The voting was as follows:

AYES: 6 -
The Leader of the OPPOSITION, Councillor Peter CUMMING, and Councillors Jared CASSIDY, Kara COOK, Steve GRIFFITHS, Charles STRUNK and Jonathan SRI. 
NOES: 18 -
The Right Honourable, the LORD MAYOR, Councillor Adrian SCHRINNER, DEPUTY MAYOR, Councillor Krista ADAMS, and Councillors Adam ALLAN, Lisa ATWOOD, Matthew BOURKE, Amanda COOPER, Fiona CUNNINGHAM, Tracy DAVIS, Fiona HAMMOND, Vicki HOWARD, Steven HUANG, James MACKAY, Kim MARX, David McLACHLAN, Ryan MURPHY, Angela OWEN, Steven TOOMEY and Andrew WINES.

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS:

Chair:
Councillors, I realise you’re returning to your chairs but we’ll move to the point in the evening where we ask for petitions. So if there are any petitions, please stand in your place and to present them. 

Councillor HOWARD.

Councillor HOWARD:
Yes, I have a petition which I am presenting on your behalf, Chair, which is proposing changes to the Brisbane City Plan over property at 58 Enoggera Road, Newmarket. 

Chair:
Councillor HAMMOND.

Councillor HAMMOND:
I have great delight in presenting this petition from residents requesting more street trees in Brisbane. 

Chair:
Councillor COOK.

Councillor COOK:
Thank you. I have two petitions. One to immediately reinstate the bus stop at Milsom Street at Bottomley Park and another to stop a development at 10 Bede Street, Balmoral. 

Chair:
Councillor CUMMING.

Councillor CUMMING:
Chair, a petition in relation to the Council’s conduct of the appeal by the developer of the subdivision for Beelarong Street in Morningside. 

Chair:
Is there anyone I’ve missed? May I have a petition—a resolution regarding petitions please. 
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It was resolved on the motion of Councillor Kim MARX, seconded by Councillor Jared CASSIDY, that the petitions as presented be received and referred to the Committee concerned for consideration and report.

The petitions were summarised as follows:

	File No.
	Councillor
	Topic

	CA19/709751
	Vicki Howard on behalf of Andrew Wines
	Requesting Council not proceed with the proposed changes to Brisbane City Plan 2014 over the property at 58 Enoggera Road, Newmarket.

	CA19/698292
	Fiona Hammond
	Requesting Council plant more street trees in Brisbane.

	CA19/709678
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council reinstate bus stop 22/23, Milsom Street at Bottomley Park, Norman Park (Stop ID 004978), to its original location with shelter.

	CA19/696089
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council reject the proposed development at 10 Bede Street, Balmoral (A005200037).

	CA19/710761
	Kara Cook
	Requesting Council reject the proposed development at 10 Bede Street, Balmoral (A005200037).

	CA19/709722
	Peter Cumming
	Requesting Council defend the appeal by the developer of the subdivision proposed for 54 and 133 Beelarong Street, Morningside.


GENERAL BUSINESS:

Chair:
General Business. Councillors, are there any statements required as a result of a Councillor conduct review panel order? No. 

Are there any matters of General Business? 

Councillors, I identify that Councillor ATWOOD will now be presenting her maiden speech or her first speech and please allow her the courtesy of this presentation to be made in silence. Thank you. 

Councillor ATWOOD, welcome. 

Councillor ATWOOD:
Thank you, Mr Chair. To say that I am honoured to be the newest Councillor for Doboy Ward is an understatement. To represent the people of the place I call home is truly humbling and I will always strive to make them proud. In the foyer of the LORD MAYOR’s office hang portraits of some of this country’s greatest leaders, including Graham Quirk, Sallyanne Atkinson and Clem Jones. We have come as a city because of their great leadership since it amalgamated in 1925, and it makes me excited about how much more we can achieve for the good people of Brisbane and in particular, my ward of Doboy. 


Our newest LORD MAYOR, Adrian Schrinner, has hit the ground running, fighting for the Brisbane Metro and a cleaner, greener Brisbane. His latest budget echoes this sentiment by announcing five new green bridges, the transformation of Victoria Park Golf Course into a world class public park, better support for local businesses and halving rates for first home buyers, and that’s just to name a few. 


The LORD MAYOR is all about building the Brisbane of tomorrow while protecting the best of what we have today. He doesn’t just say that. In four short months, he’s backed up his talk with actions and outcomes. That’s what this Administration is all about. 


As the third Councillor for Doboy Ward, I would like to thank my predecessors, John Campbell and Councillor Ryan MURPHY. During the past six weeks, time and time again, the community has sung praises for these two men, and I hope to do them proud by continuing their legacy of protecting Doboy’s sprawling green spaces, supporting our local community organisation, schools, and fighting for better infrastructure, but my primary focus as Doboy’s newest Councillor will be fighting for mobility. 


If we want locals to use public transport, we need to ensure it is a better, more practical alternative to driving. If we want locals to use our parks, we need to ensure there is enough parking or convenient public transport options. If we want people to walk or ride a bike to work, we need to ensure we have connecting pathways to get them from point A to B safely. 


Over the next eight months, I will work my tail off fighting for upgrades to the Eastern Busway. Locals in Carina, Belmont and Wakerley have waited far too long for a decent upgrade to their public transport network. It’s been 10 years since it was first promised and we are still scratching our heads as to why it has been delayed time and time again. 


Now Murarrie lies on the banks of the Brisbane River. It is home to one of the most prominent business parks in Brisbane. You will find a treasure trove of international businesses due to its proximity to the Port of Brisbane, airport and Gateway Motorway. However, the public transport from the city to Murarrie is a bit of a puzzle. Extending the CityCat network to Murarrie will not only service local residents and businesses, but add to our goal of seeing and doing more by encouraging Brisbane residents to travel out to Murarrie Recreation Hub or visit Brisbane’s newest boutique brewery, Brewdog. Residents, I hear you and I’ll fight for you.


Doboy has some of the best sporting and community parks across Brisbane, but there’s always room for improvement, such as extending the Meadowlands Road carpark, a new off-leash dog park for Bradfield Centre Park, a new playground for Kianawah Park, transforming the old Moreton Bay sports club into a state‑of‑the-art clubhouse for the Wynnum Wolves and the Wynnum Manly Cricket Club, a multiuse sporting facility for Hemmant and building the city’s first public golf course on the southside in over 70 years. 


Last but not least, I will continue the fight to upgrade the multitude of level crossings in Doboy, in particular, Lindum crossing. With Iona College only a stone’s throw away, we need to ensure that we do everything in our power to make our roads and transport network safer because the last thing any parent needs is to worry about a knock on the door from a police officer for an issue that has been talked about for far too long. 


However Mr Chair, it is not the issues that define a ward but the people in it, including my small family of four, Todd, Lucy and Georgia, who are up in the gallery tonight. Thank you. I was blessed to grow up in a tightknit family of 10 in Stanthorpe. My mother was a stay-at-home mum for 25 years and raised eight children, but when my younger sister was nine, she took a chance and started her own small business, The Ugg Boot Lady, just south of Stanthorpe, but she didn’t stop there. She didn’t let her very limited experience in the workforce stop her from representing her community as a councillor for the Southern Downs Regional Council. 


My father is also an inspiring influence in my life. He taught me the importance of rolling up your sleeves and getting stuck into your job, to always strive to be your best and to do unto others as you would have them do unto you. My family instilled in me the importance of being present in your community and for that, I am grateful, especially at a time when social isolation is becoming more prevalent.


One of my fondest memories growing up in Stanthorpe was playing for the international soccer club. On Saturday afternoons, Stanthorpe would almost come to a standstill as everyone flocked to the CF White Oval, the International Club or Ballandean Oval to play soccer in winter or cricket in summer. The clubs became gathering places for families and friends to socialise, enjoy a drink and forget about their worries. I understand the importance of building good infrastructure and supporting our local sporting clubs so they can in turn support their members and our community. The spirit of community is fostered when we support our clubs with time, resources and love. 


I also look forward to connecting with the many businesses in my ward. Growing up in a household with both parents running their own small businesses and today owning my own, I know the reality, the struggles, the hurdles of running a small business. The sentiment that small businesses are the engine room of Australia can sometimes be overlooked by a catchphrase that has been proven in this Chamber tonight, but it is 100% true. I was extremely pleased earlier this year when our LORD MAYOR announced that Council will actively seek out local businesses to contract for Council’s procurement spend and slash fees for local cafes and restaurants. Because if we don’t get behind our local businesses, who will? 


My vision for the future of Doboy could not be complete without the support of a tremendous LNP team under the leadership of LORD MAYOR Schrinner. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank some of my Federal colleagues, Andrew Laming and Luke Howarth. Their guidance and examples of outstanding leadership in their communities will be a lesson I will draw from throughout my career.


While there are so many examples of strong women in this Chamber, it is my mother’s story that reminds me that opportunities are there for those who are willing to give it a go. As a young mother of two, a small business owner and now a newly elected Councillor, it is my hope that I can lead and inspire the people of Doboy. As I embark on this next chapter of my life, I am reminded of a quote by Abraham Lincoln: “the best way to predict the future is to create it.” With that in mind, I will work hard to earn Doboy’s trust and strive to create a future for my community full of optimism and opportunity, creativity and community, and above all, a place where we put people first. Thank you. 

Chair:
Congratulations Councillor ATWOOD, and welcome. 

Are there further matters of General Business? 

Councillor OWEN. 

Councillor OWEN:
Thank you, Mr Chairman. As the time is drawing on and it is getting quite late, I will make my speech brief. I rise to speak in General Business tonight, Mr Chairman, in regards to concerns the National Serviceman’s Association of Queensland has raised with me today in regards to certain comments that have been attributed to a Councillor. There has been significant coverage on the TV media over the evening news tonight and in The Courier-Mail today about references of aligning activist protests to Anzac Day. My National Servicemen who have put their lives on the line for this country have expressed great concern of this reference and drawing a parallel between activist protests and Anzac Day. 


They are extremely distressed and certainly have conveyed to me that they feel insulted by this and certainly as Councillors in this place, it is our responsibility that when people put their lives on the line or others who have sacrificed their lives and not come home for our freedom and democracy we have the liberty to enjoy and share in our country today, that we show the ultimate respect to them for it and ensure that there is no misrepresentation of what their service to our nation, our people, our freedom and our democracy really means. 


Our veterans deserve our respect and should always be held in the utmost regard. So as Patron of the National Serviceman’s Association of Queensland, I place my respect and my value in their service on the public record tonight and to all veterans, I convey a very sincere thank you for your service. 

Chair:
Further items of General Business? 

There being none, I declare the meeting closed.


Thank you everybody. 

QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (received on 28 June 2019)
Q1.
On what date did Council designate the footpath on the corner of The Parkway and Gowan Rd Stretton as a designated location for signage to be displayed?
Q2.
Did Cr Owen seek approval to display the sign featuring a large picture of herself on the corner of The Parkway and Gowan Rd Stretton? If so on what date was the approval granted?

Q3.
Who paid for the poles to be established at the corner of The Parkway and Gowan Rd Stretton for sign display?

Q4.
Under what Council programme was Cr Owens sign on the corner The Parkway and Gowan Rd Stretton paid for and what was the cost?

Q5.
Since when has Council allowed Councillors to display large signs containing photos of themselves on public footpaths?
Q6.
Please provide a list by address of all poles enabling sign display located on public footpaths on Council roads around the City?

Q7.
Please provide a list by address of all the poles enabling sign display in Council parks?

Submitted by Councillor Jonathan Sri (received on 8 July 2019)
Q1.
Council has said that an estimated 12 348 street trees were planted in 2018/19. Approximately how many street trees were removed during that period?
Q2.
In total, roughly how many trees were removed from council land (including road reserves, parks, leased community facilities etc) in the 2018/19 financial year?

Q3.
What was the approximate area of tree canopy on council land that was removed in the 2018/19 financial year?

Q4.
What was the approximate area of tree canopy that was added or replaced on council land in the 2018/19 financial year due to the planting of new trees?

Q5.
What was the total cost of delivering the new public pontoon at West End on Riverside Drive near Rogers St?
Q6.
What was the total cost of delivering the new public pontoon at Dutton Park on TJ Doyle Memorial Drive?

Q7.
What was the total cost of acquiring land for Bunyapa Park (aka West End Urban Common)?
Q8.
Please provide an itemised breakdown of the main costs involved in the recent delivery of the Vulture St-Montague Rd (West End) intersection upgrade:
Q9.
Please provide an itemised breakdown/budget of the anticipated main costs involved in the delivery of the Victoria St-Montague Rd (West End) intersection upgrade:
Q10.
How many bus and ferry trips (in total) are currently undertaken by Senior Go Card holders each year?
Q11.
How many off-peak bus and ferry trips are currently undertaken by Senior Go Card holders each year?
Q12.
How much revenue is collected from council-run off-peak bus journeys within zone 1?
Q13.
How much revenue is collected from council-run off-peak bus journeys within zone 2?
Q14.
How much revenue is collected from council-run off-peak bus journeys between zone 1 and zone 2?
Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (received on 11 July 2019)
Q1.
On Monday 8 July, Cr Cunningham pulled out of a meeting of the Annerley Junction Festival Committee that evening and Marie Gailes, Manager, Transport Planning and Strategy and Congestion Reduction Unit, one of Council’s most senior traffic officers, attended in her place. Who authorised Marie Gales attendance at the Committee meeting?
Q2.
How many Councillors requested automatic traffic surveys in 2018-19? Please provide a list by the ward name and number of requests.
Q3.
Of those Councillor requesting automatic traffic surveys in 2018-19, how many were provided with the survey report either voluntarily or when requested? Please provide a list by ward name and number.
Q4.
What instructions has Cr Cooper or any former Chair, given officers regarding the supply of traffic surveys to local Councillors?
Submitted by Councillor Nicole Johnston (received on 15 July 2019)
Q1.
Please provide a list by ward of how many ‘Request for Record’ forms, as per s172 COBA, were submitted by Councillors in 2018-19?
Q2.
Please provide a list by ward of how many ‘Request for Information or Advice’ forms, as per s171 COBA, were submitted by Councillors in 2018-19?
Q3.
Please provide a list of wards that received a ward specific 2019-2020 Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner Budget newsletter?
Q4.
Please provide a cost per ward, for all production, printing and distribution costs for the 2019-2020 Lord Mayor Adrian Schrinner Budget newsletter?

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (received on 25 July 2019)

Q1.
Please detail the individual infrastructure charges reductions granted to providers of aged care and retirement facilities between 1 September 2016 and present. Please include the relevant recipients and their amount of reduction in charges.
Q2.
Please detail the individual infrastructure charges reductions granted to providers of four-star and five-star hotels between 1 July 2011 and 30 June 2015. Please include the relevant recipients and their amount of reduction in charges.
Q3.
Please detail the individual infrastructure charges reductions granted to providers of student accommodation between 1 July 2011 and 30 June 2017. Please include the relevant recipients and their amount of reduction in charges.
Q4.
(a)
Please detail the amount of television advertising spent by the Council so far in the 2018‑2019 
financial year.

(b)
Please break down the campaigns on which the money was spent and how much was spent on each campaign.
Q5.
How many Brisbane City Council buses across the network have been wrapped in advertising for Brisbane Metro and how much did this advertising cost?

Q6.
How many Brisbane City Council buses across the network have Brisbane Metro advertising on the rear of the bus and how much did this advertising cost?
Q7.
What are the rates for advertising on Brisbane City Council buses for private companies for all types and sizes of wraps and panels?
Q8.
How many complaints have been received by Brisbane City Council from residents using buses with full advertising wraps that they cannot see out of the windows and are unable to see when their stop is coming up?

Q9.
What quantity of corflutes were ordered depicting Councillor Adrian Schrinner as Lord Mayor?
Q10.
What was the cost of the corflutes ordered that depict Councillor Adrian Schrinner as Lord Mayor?
Q11.
How much has council expended on promotional material that features Cr Adrian Schrinner since becoming Lord Mayor?

Q12.
Collectively how much money has been spent on producing and distributing the Lord Mayor’s budget newsletter to non LNP wards?
Q13.
When will the new double decker city cat that was budgeted for the 2018-2019 budget be commissioned?
Q14.
Please detail: 

(a)
how many individual advertisements for the Brisbane City Council there are on buses, bus shelters and billboards in this city as at July 2019.

(b)
What is the cost of these advertisements, including any nominal ‘contra’ amount?
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN:

(Answers to questions of which due notice has been given are printed as supplied and are not edited)

Submitted by Councillor Steve Griffiths (from meeting on 11 June 2019)
Q1.
What is the breakdown of cab charge fares paid for the last financial year per Council Committee Chairperson, including the Chair of Council if applicable?
A1.

	Councillor
	Financial Year 2018/19 to 11 June 2019

	Cr Adrian Schrinner
	$400.67

	Cr Krista Adams
	$1,185.61

	Cr Adam Allan
	$0

	Cr Matthew Bourke
	$66.68

	Cr Amanda Cooper
	$0

	Cr Fiona Hammond
	$7.46

	Cr David McLachlan
	$127.69

	Cr Vicki Howard
	$0

	Cr Peter Matic
	$155.21

	Cr Andrew Wines
	$0

	Cr Angela Owen
	$1,968.18

	Cr Ryan Murphy
	$0


Q2.
How many projects, and at what projected cost, are on the waiting list for Capital Funding per ward?
A2.
Please refer to the 2019/20 Budget book for this information.
Q3.
Of the 307 families that have taken part in the Sustainable Nappy cash back scheme, can you give a breakdown of the suburb locations of each family.
A3.
As at 4 June 2019, 307 applications have been received for the Sustainable Nappy cash back scheme. Allowing for multiple applications, the total number of families that have applied as at 4 June was 169.
	Suburb
	Number of families as of 4 June 2019

	Alderley
	3

	Annerley
	4

	Ashgrove
	1

	Aspley
	1

	Auchenflower
	2

	Bald Hills
	3

	Balmoral
	1

	Banyo
	2

	Bellbowrie
	1

	Bracken Ridge
	4

	Bridgeman Downs
	4

	Brisbane
	1

	Camp Hill
	1

	Centenary Heights
	1

	Chapel Hill
	4

	Chelmer
	2

	Clayfield
	2

	Coorparoo
	6

	Corinda
	2

	Darra
	2

	Durack
	1

	East Brisbane
	1

	Enoggera
	1

	Ferny Grove
	1

	Forest Lake
	3

	Gordon Park
	2

	Grange
	2

	Greenslopes
	2

	Heathwood
	2

	Highgate Hill
	3

	Holland Park
	2

	Holland Park West
	1

	Kangaroo Point
	1

	Karana Downs
	1

	Kedron
	3

	Kelvin Grove
	3

	Kenmore
	2

	Keperra
	1

	Kuraby
	1

	Lutwyche
	1

	Mansfield
	1

	McDowall
	4

	Milton
	2

	Mitchelton
	1

	Moorooka
	4

	Morningside
	3

	Mount Crosby
	1

	Mount Gravatt
	3

	Mount Gravatt East
	3

	Murarrie
	1

	New Farm
	1

	Northgate
	1

	Nudgee
	1

	Oxley
	3

	Paddington
	4

	Pullenvale
	1

	Red hill
	1

	Riverhills
	1

	Robertson
	1

	Runcorn
	1

	Salisbury
	1

	Sandgate
	2

	Seven Hills
	1

	Seventeen Mile Rocks
	1

	Sinnamon Park
	1

	Stafford
	2

	Stafford Heights
	2

	Sumner
	1

	Sunnybank Hills
	1

	Taringa
	1

	Tarragindi
	4

	Teneriffe
	4

	The Gap
	6

	Tingalpa
	1

	Toowong
	4

	Wavell Heights
	2

	West End
	5

	Wilston
	2

	Wishart
	1

	Woolloongabba
	2

	Wynnum West
	2

	Yeerongpilly
	1

	Yeronga
	1

	Zillmere
	2


Q4.
Can you give a month-by-month breakdown of how many individual families signed up to the Sustainable Nappy cashback scheme for the last 9 months?
A4.

	April
	102

	May
	62

	June
	5

	Total
	169


Q5.
How many off-leash dog parks in Brisbane are lit for night time use and where are they located?
A5.
42 locations are lit at night time – this can include lighting that may be both internal and external to the dog off-leash area (DOLA).

Abbeville Street Park
Arbor Street Park

Barcoorah Street Park

Beryl Roberts Park

Bill Brown Sports Reserve

Bill Lamond Park

Booker Place Park

Boyd Park

Colmslie Reserve

Elanora Park

Englefield Road Park 

Faulkner Park

Green Hill Reservoir Park

Hercules Street Park

Hyde Road Park

Jindalee Boat Ramp Park

Keralgerie Park

Milton Park

Monoplane Street Park

Nathan Road Park

Neal Macrossan Playground Park

Newbury Place Park

Northey Street Park

Perrin Park

Phil Denman Park

Powerhouse Park

Preston Road Park

Raymond Park

Salisbury Recreation Reserve

Shaftesbury Street Park

Shand Street Park

Shaw Estate Park

7th Brigade Park

Stannard Road Park

Teralba Park

Tones Road Park

Tuckeroo Park

Vectis Street Park

Victoria Park

Wembley Park

Whites Hill Reserve

Yeronga Memorial Park

Q6.
How many proposed regulated intersections have had scoping and design work undertaken and where are they located?
A6.
All intersections are regulated under Queensland road rules. Within the Brisbane City Council LGA, there are thousands of regulated intersections. 

Council undertakes scoping work on numerous intersections across the City based on requests from members of the public, Councillors, utility providers and potential future requirements for minor or major upgrades as part of the assessment of development applications.

This can include many forms such as roundabouts, traffic signals and pedestrian safety improvements works.

The question does not highlight a specific time period of specific type of scoping work and is therefore unable to be answered in its current form as this will cause an unacceptable increase in the workload or delay in the performance of normal day to day services of Council officers.

Q7.
How many proposed regulated intersections are waiting for capital funding and where are they located?

A7.
Please see response to Q6.
Q8.
How many established sporting fields across Brisbane need full resurfacing and re-turfing works and where are they located?
A8.
An audit is currently being undertaken to identify those sports field requiring remediation works. Council will be seeking to deliver as many as possible within the Budget available, subject to tenders received. Four sites were completed in the last financial year, and it is expected the same number will be able to be delivered in this financial year. Council will not be able to confirm these sites until end of August 2019.  
Q9.
How many areas that have been purchased by Council for future sports fields are waiting for capital funding for development and where are they located?

A9.
Council purchases sites as they become available or owners are willing to sell.

Land purchase is based on sites identified under Council’s Local Government Infrastructure Plan (previously the Priority Infrastructure Plan). The following sites were purchased for future use as sports parks as outlined in the Local Government Infrastructure Plan: 


-
Musgrave Avenue Park, Bald Hills


-
Blunder Road, Moorooka


-
Waterford Road, Ellen Grove


-
Pine Road, Richlands


-
Rochedale Road Park, Rochedale.
Q10.
How far in advance does Council inform residents that there will be a kerbside pickup in their suburb and what form of notification is given to residents?

A10.
Council provides a wide range of notifications to inform residents of kerbside collection.

-
Council’s website includes content explaining the service, including a searchable suburb field, which maintains schedules 6 - 9 months in advance. Please see: https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/clean-and-green/rubbish-tips-and-bins/rubbish-collections/kerbside-collection 

-
Council’s Brisbane Bin App directs people to Council’s Kerbside Collection webpage.
-
Contact centre scripting and processes provide future schedule information to callers.
-
Ward offices are notified via letter of kerbside collections in their area 2-3 weeks ahead of service dates.
-
Flyers are delivered to residential mailboxes in each suburb approximately two weeks prior to the collection date commencing in the relevant suburb.

Q11.
What is the total number of current footpath dining permits in Brisbane City Council?

A11.
452.
Q12.
What is the number of Footpath Dining Permits issued in:

a.
2016-17 financial year 

b.
2017-18 financial year 

c.
2018-19 financial year to date

A12.
The number of Footpath Dining Permits detailed below includes new permits, annual renewals for existing permits, transfers of existing permits, and amendments to existing permits.

a.
599


b.
613 


c.
525

Q13.
What is the total amount in dollars received by Council for footpath dining permits in:

a.
2016-17 financial year

b.
2017-18 financial year

c.
2018-19 financial year to date

A13.
a.
$1,156,219


b.
$1,151,965


c.
$927,340

Q14.
What is the breakdown of costs for footpath dining permits (e.g. Design fee, establishment fee, ongoing fee?)
A14.
In the 2018-19 financial year, a new footpath dining permit or amendment to an existing footpath dining permit included the following:


-
Application fee: $114.05


-
Design assessment: $698.25

-
Footpath occupation fee: a charge for each square metre of space occupied specific to the zone the footpath is located (Zone A, B or C).


During the 2018-19 financial year, the renewal or the transfer of an existing Footpath Dining Permit attracted the following fees:


-
Application fee: $114.05

-
Footpath occupation fee: a charge for each square metre of space occupied specific to the zone the footpath is located (Zone A, B or C).


Zone A is identified as the City Centre: $456.55 per square metre in 2018/19.


Zone B is identified as the Fortitude Valley and Spring Hill Area; Racecourse Road, Hamilton; Given Terrace, Paddington; Oxford Street, Bulimba; Jephson Street, High Street and Sherwood Road, Toowong; Park Road, Milton; Logan Road, Stones Corner; Kedron Brook Road, Wilston; Boundary Street, West End: $218.35 per square metre in 2018/19.


Zone C is identified as all other areas: $131.20 per square metre in 2018/19.
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